
GEAUGA PARK DISTRICT  

Year in Review 2022
Established in 1961, Geauga Park District 

has been serving Geauga County for 

more than 60 years, helping to protect its 

natural features, fostering opportunities 

to connect with Nature, and providing 

recreational experiences to all Geauga 

residents. Because of the support of 

residents, volunteers and dedicated staff, 

your Geauga Park District is thriving. 

Your park board commissioners, appointed 

by the Geauga County probate judge, 

keep their eyes on the mission of this 

organization and take to heart the voice 

of the people when making decisions that 

concern the future of these protected lands.  

The following pages offer a glance at 

projects, programs, initiatives and outcomes 

accomplished in 2022.

Veterans Legacy Woods, October 2022



NATURAL RESOURCE  
MANAGEMENT
• Natural resource management of 10,500+ acres 

and 21 water bodies

• Managed 40 acres of native meadow habitat 
through prescribed fire and 587 acres throughout 
26 different properties for invasive plants

• Stocked fish for anglers to enjoy at Claridon 
Woodlands and Beartown Lakes Reservation

• Discovered/documented three new Ohio 
Endangered or Ohio Threatened species on park 
lands during annual BioBlitz event

• Organized and hosted an Earth Day Celebration 
providing 200+ people with 350 milkweed and 
other native wildflowers and 210 native trees

• Planted native Ohio trees and shrubs with 
sponsoring organizations and many park 
volunteers
◦ More than 100 4- to 6-foot trees sponsored by  

Donate a Tree to the World
◦ 135 4- to 6-foot trees sponsored and planted by  

50+ volunteers from Nestle Corp. and One Tree 
Planted

◦ About 150 bare root saplings sponsored by The 
National Wild Turkey Federation throughout The 
Rookery, Veterans Legacy Woods and Orchard  
Hills Park

In 2022, Geauga Park District  
took care of  your parks...

RANGERS
• Responded to more than 900 calls for service

• Patrolled nearly 260 miles of trails 

• Participated in 20 public events and demos 
with K-9 Sniper

GROUNDS & FACILITIES 
AND CONSTRUCTION
• Built a new Nature-based playground and 

improved Summit Trail at Bessie Benner 
Metzenbaum Park, and improved Ansel’s Cave 
Trail at The West Woods, utilizing our in-house/ 
on-staff construction crew

• Upkept and maintained 27 open parks including 
more than 85 miles of trail, a single-track mountain 
bike trail, playgrounds, restrooms, 12 lodges and 18 
shelters, along with mowing, trimming and  
snow removal

• Produced nearly 143 gallons of maple syrup from 
488 taps February 17 to March 17 at Swine Creek 
Reservation

• Provided support and day-to-day maintenance for 
all facility and camping reservations

• Helped maintain the Natural Resource Area at 
The Great Geauga County Fair



Opening Cash Balance as of 1/1/2022 $7,724,274

Revenue & Other Sources
Levy and Tax Income 4,814,267 
Other Sources 3,136,944

Total Source of Funds $7,951,211

Expenditures & Other Uses
Personnel and Benefits 4,597,724 
Operating 3,253,996 
Capital Improvements 2,314,600

Total Uses of Funds $10,166,320

Year End Cash Balance as of 12/31/2022 $5,509,165

FINANCE

...and invested in your future.

PLANNING
• Completed improvements at Bessie Benner 

Metzenbaum Park and opened Veterans 
Legacy Woods, our 27th open park

• Replaced the roof of The West Woods Nature 
Center and installed LED site lighting in the park

• Completed the second section of Big Creek 
Park’s single-track mountain bike trail, now 
totaling nearly five miles

• Installed Frohring Meadows’ new Pollinator Play 
Garden in partnership with the Foundation for 
Geauga Parks

• Received a $16,409 NatureWorks grant through 
the ODNR for improvements to the future Troy 
Wetlands

• Helped secure $375,000 through the ODNR for 
the South Franklin Street connection to Holbrook 
Hollows

• Helped secure $1,107,662 through the OEPA 
Water Resource Restoration Sponsor Program, 
in collaboration with Chagrin River Watershed 
Partners, for coldwater stream habitat 
restoration at Veterans Legacy Woods

• Helped survey and acquire 32 acres of property 
adjacent to The Rookery, including 1,929 feet 
of upper headwaters to one of only three 
remaining Ohio brook trout streams
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In 2022, Geauga Park District  
helped you connect with Nature.

ADMINISTRATION
• Facilitated 3,472 facility reservations (attended by 

120,000) and 1,239 camping reservations for Geauga 
residents and others enjoying this county’s natural areas

• Answered/returned 17,600 phone calls

• Hosted 20,645 visits to The West Woods Nature Center

• Placed 3rd in the Ohio Parks & Recreation  
Association’s 2022 Annual Award of Excellence  
“Capital Improvement - $1 Million to $2.5 Million”  
category for Veterans Legacy Woods: Phase I 

MARKETING
• More than 187,600 users viewed our 

website 534,700 times

• Nearly 400 Facebook posts reached 
269,750 people

• 2023-26 Marketing Plan developed

NATURALISTS
• Presented 1,036 programs and events, including the revamped 

Nature & Arts Fest and Winter Solstice Celebration, serving 
46,204 patrons

• Assisted 2,711 boat rentals, 919 ropes course climbers and 253 
snowshoe rentals

• Welcomed 16,637 visitors to Geauga Park District’s building in 
The Great Geauga County Fair’s Natural Resource Area

• Developed and hosted a brand new event, The Space Race, 
at Observatory Park, which sold out with 388 participants

• Led 107 campers at Adventure Day Camps, including a new 
one for 3rd and 4th grades

• Updated The West Woods’ Bird in the Hand Feeding Station with 
new benches and signage

• Trained naturalists as certified archery instructors, then hosted 
public archery programs and developed indoor archery 
programs for 2023

VOLUNTEERS
• 184 volunteers gave  

5,203 hours

• 225 volunteer hours spent 
planting trees

• The Cleveland Area 
Mountain Bike Association 
volunteered 281 hours at 
Big Creek Park


