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• Registration is required in advance for 
limited enrollment programs on a first 
come, first served basis. Registration 
can be completed online or at  
440-286-9516.

• Programs may be cancelled in the event 
of severe weather or a storm warning.

Fully Wheelchair/Stroller Accessible

Nature’s Not To Be Missed 
Program focused on unique encounters with Nature

Nature Scopes - Program recommended 
for our fifth-grade Nature Scopes students

WINTER PROGRAMS on pages 7-15
• Programs are generally free of charge; those with fees 

are noted. Payment of fees must be made at the time of 
registration with a credit/debit card.

• Registration fees are refundable up to five days prior to 
the event, or if the Park District cancels the program.

• If you or a member of your family has special needs, 
please call the Park District regarding available accessibility 
accommodations.

UPCOMING EVENTS Mark your calendars!
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Geauga Gems Trekking Series Program 
Naturalist-led hike recommended to take toward 
your Trekking Series reward

All public programs and special events are subject to change or be cancelled. 
Geauga Park District will continue to follow current state guidelines for COVID-19 safety. 
Please check our website for updates before heading out.

Virtual Program 
Register and receive a login to participate from home
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Get a sweet taste of how maple sugaring methods have evolved 
throughout history, help gather sap in the sugarbush with a horse-
drawn sled, and see sap boil in the sugar house!

Sundays, Sundays, March 5, 12 & 19 • March 5, 12 & 19 • Noon - 4 PMNoon - 4 PM
at Swine Creek Reservation at Swine Creek Reservation in Middlefield Twp.in Middlefield Twp.

Welcome the signs of spring with maple sugaring fun!

Great Great 
Backyard Backyard 

Bird Count Bird Count 
Join us at the big windows to help identify and count birds, and become an 
official Citizen Scientist, during this worldwide bird count coordinated by 
the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and the National Audubon Society. Drop in 
anytime during designated hours.

Friday, Saturday & Sunday, February 17, 18 & 19  
11 AM - 4 PM at The West Woods Nature Center

Thousands across the country will walk in their local parks on this day, founded 
to help people reconnect with the wilder spaces in our civilized world. 
Will YOU be one of them? We can help!
To celebrate this special day together, our naturalists have scheduled six guided hikes featuring 
six different parks with varied levels of difficulty at different times of the day. (All also count 
toward the Geauga Gems Trekking Series!) Registration required. See page 14 for details.

National  
Take a Walk 
in the Park Day

March 30, 2023

February 15 - April 10 • The West Woods
Text “FROG” to (866) 320-2926 to receive a text the day of our annual program to witness the 
natural phenomenon of spring breeding behavior of Wood Frogs, Spring Peepers and possibly 
large salamanders as they move into woodland pools on a warm, rainy night. Details on page 10.

Sunday, January 1 - March 15 • The West Woods
Text “SNOW” to (844) 985-3576 to receive texts for spontaneous naturalist-led snowshoe 
programs when weather conditions are just right! Borrow our snowshoes (first-come, 
first-served) or bring your own. Details on page 7.

Text Alerts

Text Alerts

Amphibian 
Awakening

Snowshoe 
Program 



A seasonal guide to the programs, special  
events and news of Geauga Park District

BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS

The mission of Geauga Park District is 
to preserve, conserve and protect the 

natural features of Geauga County 
and to provide outdoor recreational 

experiences to our residents of every age, 
every ability and at all times of the year.

Daily 6 AM - 11 PM

Big Creek Park’s Donald W. Meyer Center  
is open weekdays 10 AM - 4:30 PM 

The West Woods Nature Center 
is open daily 10 AM - 4:30 PM

Observatory Park is open daily till 1 AM from  
Memorial Day to Labor Day and till 11 PM 

from Labor Day to Memorial Day; its 
Robert McCullough Science Center 
and Oberle Observatory are open 

2nd & 4th Fridays & Saturdays of each month  
6 - 11 PM and every other Sunday  

of each month 1 - 4 PM 
 

The Maple Highlands Trail  
is open daily dawn till dusk

Burton Wetlands Nature Preserve  
is open daily 6 AM - 9 PM

www.geaugaparkdistrict.org 
info@geaugaparkdistrict.com

Phone: 440-286-9516 
Fax: 440-214-3032

Park Mission

Dates and times are subject to change. Find the current schedule 
on our website under About GPD, or call 440-286-9516.

John Oros

Mario Innocenzi

Executive Director

Park Board Meetings

PARKEXPLORER

Park Hours
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Howard Bates Ray Guarino

Dear Geauga County Friends & Neighbors,

Welcome to the winter edition of your Park Explorer. As we gear up for 
another Geauga County winter, it’s hard not to recognize that our area 
of the snowbelt certainly is a special place to live. Perhaps this season 
will bring us a repeat of last January and February, with significant snow 
accumulations. 

This quarter’s feature article was a collaboration with the Ohio State 
Snowmobile Association and some of its local clubs. Geauga Park 
District is fortunate to have more than 85 miles of trails in 27 open 
parks. When the snow starts piling up, blanketing our landscapes, a 
majority of these trails become mostly impassable. It’s during these 
times that our trails become best suited to accommodate our resident 
winter enthusiasts. Once again, a John Deere gator and grooming device 
specifically constructed to compact snow and groom trail surfaces will 
be out and about, packing and grooming trails at Observatory Park and 
along The Maple Highlands Trail. This work, best done in between 
periods of significant snowfall, creates a phenomenal trail surface for 
snowmobilers (by permit only) and cross-country skiers to enjoy.

We are fortunate to have winter enthusiasts out enjoying the bounty 
of a Geauga County winter in their parks, and without the assistance 
of the Ohio State Snowmobile Association and its local clubs like the 
Montville Highlanders, we wouldn’t have the volunteer support needed 
to properly maintain trails for these activities.

For those who enjoy viewing wildlife and winter landscapes from the 
back of a snowmobile, this recreational activity has been a welcome 
addition to the many ways families can experience Geauga Park District. 

Whether your passion is snowmobiling, cross-country skiing, hitting the 
sledding hill at Orchard Hills Park, watching the birds feed at The West 
Woods Nature Center, or simply sitting next to a cozy fire with family 
and friends inside a lodge, we hope your winter finds you utilizing one 
of your Geauga parks. We look forward to seeing you.

From the Desk of 

        THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Pat PrestonJolene Carnabuci



SLEDDIN’
Geauga Park District began issuing snowmobiling permits in 2016 
and currently allows the activity at two parks.

Those are Observatory Park, where the Nassau Connector and 
Woodland Loop trails are tracked and groomed by the Ohio State 
Snowmobiling Association leading out to private property; and The 
Maple Highlands Trail, where riders travel between Mountain Run 
Station and Burton Windsor Road, respecting cross-country skiers 
who are also utilizing the groomed trail. 

Membership to an Ohio State Snowmobile Association-affiliated club 
is required to acquire a permit to ride in the parks. Should you see a 
snowmobiler on the trails this winter, slowing down to let you pass 
by, we hope you’ll give ‘em a wave as you recall this article about 
your mutual appreciation for the parks!

FEATURING PARK FRIENDS
Interviews compiled by Sandy Ward

Photos by Lake Erie Video, Chardon, OH

& Seeing Nature From the Seat of a Snowmobile
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walking. In Thompson, when that snow melts, that 
farmer can’t even tell we’ve been using that side of 
his field. 

Chip: Taxpayer money isn’t paying for us to ride in 
the park; we carry our own way, groom, put in trails 
and bridges (on private property when needed). 
The Maple Highlands Trail is very straight and the 
covered bridges are nice. But that’s 20 miles long, 
where I’m used to riding 200 miles. A lot of people 
have been able to enjoy it, though, so that’s very 
nice. Observatory Park is a nice loop, curvy, but you 
can peel off four miles in four minutes. I think what 
we’re seeing right now is mostly people in the local 
club finding access to more miles of added trails. I 
get more joy from grooming the trails for people who 
can’t get out of town. Everyone gives a thumbs-up, a 
wave, or stops and talks to you. They can enjoy their 
backyard and ride around locally and see the sights 
there. You get home from work, do your chores, have 
dinner, and then go around on your snowmobiles 
with the kids.

Tim: Before we had to go around, now we get to go 
through. Geauga Park District trails really connect us. 
Observatory Park ties into the Montville Highlanders 
trail system, which ties into Thompson’s, which ties 
into Grand River’s, which is how we get so far east. 
From The Maple Highlands Trail you can now ride all 
the way out to Jefferson, Roaming Shores. We come 
across a lot of walkers, and snowmobilers are taught 
to slow way down, scoot over, pass ‘em and give 
‘em a wave. The same deal as wildlife, walkers are 
often walking on the hard-packed trail. Unlike ATV 
riders, who are usually young with no safety courses, 
snowmobilers are so genuinely courteous and polite. 
They realize the trails we’re riding on is because 
someone so graciously gave us permission  
to be there.

To attend a free snowmobiling safety course 
presented by Tim on Sunday, January 8, noon  
to 5 PM at Observatory Park, call 440-298-1639  
to register.

What does snowmobiling the parks mean to you?

Chip Hofstetter, salesman, hobby farmer in Montville 
and president of the Montville Highlanders 
Snowmobile Club who lives in Huntsburg: I’ve been 
riding since I was about 12, and I’m 56 now. We used to 
ride every day, meet a couple buddies to ride around the 
farms. Now my daughter’s a nurse and my son’s a union 
operator, and we make long weekends out of it.

Tim Doerr, local builder, president of the Thompson 
Ledge Runners Snowmobile Club, and OSSA safety 
course instructor who lives in Thompson: You can 
truly say I’ve been snowmobiling my entire life, which is 
53 years. My dad was into the sport ... and was still an 
avid snowmobiler at 80 years old. I have two boys and 
two grandchildren, and my little granddaughter who’s  
3 ½ already has her first “mini snowmobile.” So  
at one point there were four generations doing it. 
There’s nothing I like better than stopping and getting 
lunch or dinner and you see a dad and kids, or a mom 
and dad and a couple of kids, out there enjoying instead 
of sitting inside playing video games. We’re in the 
snowbelt – it just makes sense.

Chip: Today, 90 percent of the riders in the area are 
members of one of the clubs that have connecting 
trails, and we honor each other’s memberships (for 
trail access). But not long ago, snowmobilers were 
just running everywhere. The past 20-some years 
we’ve switched the culture around to where we have 
designated trails to ride. Organized snowmobiling is 
the way to go, and with us grooming the trails, it helps 
everyone stay on the trail. I run a pretty strict club and 
lay the law down. When I go to talk to landowners, it’s 
my reputation on the line, and if we cross them, we 
won’t be through there ever again.

Tim: I tell people all the time that I’m very active in 
everything – a carpenter, so I’m outside, active, every 
day – but snowmobiling is the most addictive sport 
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that you could ever try. Where else 
can you drive through the woods, see 
the beautiful scenery, and wildlife left 
and right? You go around creeks and 
rivers and waterfalls; you’re deep, 
deep, deep into the forest which most 
people would never be able to get into 
that far. I’ve seen fox. A lot of times 
the wildlife is actually walking down 
the hard-packed trail we’ve made with 
the groomer and snowmobiles. You 
pass slowly and look back and they’re 
jumping back on it. It truly is amazing 
to share the trails in that way. These 
things (snowmobiles) cost $16,000 
to $20,000, so people aren’t running 
down trees just to run trees over. And 
as for the property, the pound per 
square footage is actually less than 



Park Spotlight
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Spend Some Time Spend Some Time   Spend Some Time  

For a park with no trails, this 606-acre 
park with a 160-acre lake is a treasure 
to visit in any season. As you approach 
the entrance, the view of the lake 
invites you to a beautiful hideaway 
which you will soon discover is an 
important ecosystem with abundant 
wildlife diversity. Including Spring Brook 
Sanctuary, this state nature preserve 
protects Ohio’s last known indigenous 
population of brook trout, which only 
inhabit cold, clear, unpolluted water. 

Today, parts of the lake remain as they 
must have appeared to early inhabitants 
of the region. About 90 percent of the 
shoreline is mantled in trees, shrubs 
and marsh vegetation. Restoration 
projects have recently improved water 
and habitat quality in Bass Lake and the 

Chagrin River Watershed by both restoring 
natural channel flow and floodplain access 
and improving wetland habitat.

Bald Eagles nest in the lowland woods 
near the lake, beavers ply the swampy 
tributaries, and river otters are seen in and 
around the shores of the lake. Oh, and keep 
an eye out during the great spring and fall 
migrations of waterfowl and neotropical 
songbirds — Bass Lake is a popular stop.

Boaters can access by permit only, with 
anglers reporting catches of crappie, bass, 
sunfish, perch and pike. As for amenities, 
Bass Lake Lodge is a wonderful place to 
host gatherings and events year-round, 
being partially enclosed and heated with 
a fireplace in the outdoor portion. The 
lakeside view from indoors is always a treat.

 
 
 Field Notes:

Bass Lake Preserve is the 
perfect quick nature getaway. 

walk the property and sit on the 
swing by the lodge to take in 

the serenity of the lake and any 
wildlife sounds. Earlybirds, in 
particular, may be rewarded 

with a beautiful 
sunrise.
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Sunrise view over the lake; photo by Jim Marquardt

at Bass Lake Preserveat Bass Lake Preserve



www.geaugaparkdistrict.org • PARKEXPLORER   7

     Adventure/Discovery       Arts       Astronomy       Kids       Seniors

 

JANUARY Registration begins at 10 AM on December 20 for Geauga residents  
and December 27 for others. Sign up online or by calling 440-286-9516.

1  Geauga Gems Trekking 
Series Registration 
Sunday, January 1 
The West Woods, Nature Center
Earn a trekking pole (first-time participants) 
and commemorative hiking medallion sticker 
for reaching Geauga Gems goals in 2023! 
New this year, hike the seasons: explore a 
minimum of four trails each season from a list 
created by Park District naturalists. Count a 
naturalist-led hike as one of your trails. Don’t 
see your favorite trail? Add it to your card. 
Hike 16 trails over four seasons by 12-21-23 
to earn your items. You may also still hike 
60 self-guided miles to earn your rewards. 
Find FAQs and more on our website under 
Activities, then Hiking. Happy trekking! 
Registration required.

Snowshoe Program  
Text Alert List 
Sunday, January 1- March 15 
The West Woods, Nature Center
Text “SNOW” to (844) 985-3576 to receive 
texts for spontaneous naturalist-led snowshoe 
programs when weather conditions are 
just right! Each text will include further 
instructions to register for that specific 
program, with space limited by our number 
of snowshoes. Borrow ours (first call, first 
served) or bring your own! Programs may be 
any time, day or evening, at any of Geauga 
Park District’s parks depending on snow 
conditions. Note: Texts may be sent the day 
of a program. 

2  Burton Christmas  
Bird Count Hike 
Monday, January 2, 8-10 AM 
Veterans Legacy Woods
A naturalist-led hike discovering winter bird 
diversity then tally results for the annual 
Burton Christmas Bird Count, (Dec. 14 to  
Jan. 5 each year) when thousands of volunteers 
throughout the Americas take part in the 
effort. Data collected is used to assess 
the health of bird populations and guide 
conservation action. Registration required.

4  Coffee with the Birds 
Wednesday, January 4, 9-10 AM &  
10:30-11:30 AM 
The West Woods Lobby
Join Naturalist Renell for some close-up bird 
viewing and identification of winter birds at 
the feeders while enjoying a hot beverage. 
Registration required; please choose just 
one session.  

6  Full Moon Hike:  
The Hardwood Moon 
Friday, January 6, 5:30-6:30 PM 
Observatory Park
Listen for the sound of swaying trees as  
we explore the woods on this after-dark hike. 
Then, weather permitting, observe the rising 
full moon using park telescopes. Registration 
required. 

8  Learn to Cross 
Country Ski  
Sunday, January 8, 1-3 PM 
Orchard Hills Park, Lodge
Learn the basics of cross-country skiing 
including proper clothing, equipment and 
technique. Indoor presentation followed by 
outdoor instruction. Ski rental available in 
advance from Geiger’s, 50 Shopping Plaza, 
Chagrin Falls, OH 44022, 440-247-4900, special 
rental rate for this program applies: $17 for 
pick-up on Friday and return on Monday during 
business hours. Registration required.

13  Exploring Orion 
Friday, January 13, 7-8 PM 
Observatory Park
Explore winter’s most dazzling constellation, 
Orion. From the intricacies of its nebulae to 
its world-wide folklore, this patch of the sky 
always offers more to discover! Followed 
by night sky viewing, weather permitting. 
Registration required. (Virtual version of this 
program available - see January 27.) 

14  Scout Day: Junior Girl 
Scouts “Geocacher Badge”
Saturday, January 14, 9-11 AM 
Sunnybrook Preserve
Enjoy a morning of high-tech hide & seek 
as you work toward your Geocacher Badge. 
Bring your own GPS unit or enabled device or 
use ours. Registration required.

14  Ansel’s Cave Hike: 
History Written in Rock 
Saturday, January 14,  
10 AM-Noon & 1-3 PM, The West Woods
Take a naturalist-led hike to Ansel’s Cave to 
discover its history written in rock – a rare 
opportunity to go into this restricted area! Must 
be able to hike 2 miles over hilly terrain with 
a stream crossing. Dress for the weather and 
wear sturdy foot gear. Registration required.

14  Scout Day:  
Webelos Into the Wild 
Saturday, January 14, 12:30-2:30 PM 
Sunnybrook Preserve
Time to work on your Into the Wild elective! 
We’ll begin indoors then move outdoors, so 
dress for the weather. Registration required.

14  Hound Hike 
Saturday, January 14, 3:30-4:30 PM 
The West Woods
Dogs and their humans take a short hike along 
trails near the nature center, with Cold Nose 
Companions Dog Training meeting us to share 
helpful tips to practice as we go! Bring bowl 
and water, bags/poop scoop for clean-up, and 
dog towels for travel. One dog per handler, on 
leash (8 ft. max) and fully under control; dogs 
must be non-aggressive to people and other 
dogs. Registration required. 

15  Restoring the  
American Chestnut 
Sunday, January 15, 2-3 PM 
The West Woods, Nature Center
Sara Fitzsimmons, chief conservation Officer 
with The American Chestnut Foundation, gives 
an update on restoring the American chestnut, 
once a primary component of eastern 
Ohio’s forests. In the 1800s disease all but 
eliminated this tree from its original range, but 
researchers and partners across the eastern 
US have been on the forefront to restore this 
species. In cooperation with the Native Plant 
Society of Northeastern Ohio. Registration 
required. 

15  Nature Journaling: 
Introduction 
Sunday, January 15, 2:30-5 PM 
Big Creek Park, Deep Woods
Fee for first-time participants: $20 Geauga 
resident, $24 out-of-county resident
A monthly series to learn basic journaling 
techniques to record your Nature 
observations. This month will be an 
introduction to the practice of Nature 
journaling. Partially outdoors. Registration 
required by phone only. 

16  X-TREME Winter  
Fun Day! (Grades 5-10) 
Monday, January 16, 1-4 PM 
Orchard Hills Park
Spend the afternoon having an X-TREME 
amount of winter fun outside with friends! 
Try snowshoes, go sled riding, learn about 
winter wildlife, and warm up by a fire with 
hot cocoa and s’mores. Entirely outdoors, 
so dress for the weather. Drop-off program; 
all participants must have a signed waiver. 
Registration required.

16  Geauga Skywatchers: 
Make a Spectroscope 
Monday, January 16, 6:30-7:30 PM 
Burton Public Library
Build a device for studying light at this 
make-and-take program. Learn how to use a 
spectroscope to turn any light source into a 
rainbow, and how spectroscopy lets scientists 
study the universe. Designed for grades 6-12, 
but anyone can join. Registration required 
at https://www.burtonlibrary.org/ for this 
program, presented in cooperation with 
Burton Public Library. 

19  Elderberries:  
Flying Jewels 
Thursday, January 19, 1-2:30 PM 
The West Woods, Nature Center
Seniors, join Naturalist Linda to learn 
everything you ever wanted to know about 
dragonflies and damselflies! Refreshments 
served. A collaboration with the Geauga 
Department on Aging and University Hospitals 
Geauga Medical Center. Registration 
required. 
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28  Backcountry Hike 
Saturday, January 28, 9 AM-Noon 
Burton Wetlands Nature Preserve
Go off trail and explore areas not open to the 
public! Mostly flat terrain, but it will be wet; 
come prepared with tall waterproof boots, 
water and snacks. Ages 12+ with adult; 
under 18 must be accompanied by an adult. 
Registration required for all participants.

28  Maple 101 Workshop 
Saturday, January 28, 9 AM-Noon 
The West Woods, Nature Center
Beginners and experienced producers wishing 
to hone sugaring skills, learn everything you 
need to know including demographics and 
History of Maple Production, How Sap Flows, 
Maple Tree ID and Sugarbush Management, 
Tapping Procedure and Guidelines for Tree 
Health, Collection Systems, Processing Sap 
and Finishing, Canning and Packaging and 
Production Economics. Co-presented with 
the Geauga County OSU Extension Office. 
Registration required through the OSU 
Extension Office at 440-834-4656. 

28  All About 
Residential Solar Systems 
Saturday, January 28, 2-3:30 PM 
The West Woods, Nature Center
Join Dan Fant of Geothermal Professionals 
(Burton Township) to gain knowledge on 
residential solar installation and what to expect 
from one at your home! After a sit-down 
presentation, Dan will answer any questions  
you have. Registration required. 

29  Geauga Park 
iNaturalist Bioblitzes 
Sunday, January 29, 2-3:30 PM 
The West Woods, Nature Center
Learn about the Geauga Park iNaturalist  
Bioblitz projects and how to contribute  
sightings of plants and animals to help track  
the biodiversity in our park system! Will you  
be the person to have your name at the top  
of the leaderboard of sightings and receive  
a prize at the end of the year? 

29  The Sky Tonight 
Planetarium Show 
Sunday, January 29, 2-2:45 PM &  
3-3:45 PM, Observatory Park
Join us for a planetarium presentation about 
what to watch for in the night sky this week. 
Sessions are 45 minutes each; please register for 
only one session. Registration required. 

29  Welton’s Gorge  
Winter Trail Hike 
Sunday, January 29, 2-3:30 PM 
Welton’s Gorge
Take a naturalist-led, 2-mile hike along park 
trails to discover the sights and sounds of 
winter. Held rain, snow or shine, so dress for the 
weather. We won’t go into the gorge, but rather 
enjoy views of the gorge from the trail above. 
Registration required.
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JANUARY Registration begins at 10 AM on December 20 for Geauga residents  
and December 27 for others. Sign up online or by calling 440-286-9516.

26  Early Morning Hike 
Thursday, January 26,  
9-10:30 AM, Chickagami Park
Get your day started with an early 
morning hike through the woods. We’ll 
talk as we walk with little stopping. 
Registration required.

26  Bring in Your  
Garden Tools 
Thursday, January 26, 1-3 PM 
The West Woods, Nature Center
Have a tool that needs sharpened? 
Cleaned? Fixed? Bring in your garden 
tools for a pre-spring maintenance 
session! Drop in anytime during program 
hours and we’ll help you clean, sharpen 
and spruce-up your hand tools in order 
to be ready for spring. 

26  Maple Town  
Tune Traders 
Thursday, January 26, 7-9:30 PM 
The West Woods, Nature Center
Singers and musicians, take turns 
presenting tunes as others join in. 
All musical genres, instruments and 
musicianship levels welcome. Come to 
play, sing or simply enjoy as an audience 
member. Registration required. 

27  Homeschool Days: 
Weather Wonders 
(Ages 5-7 & 8-12) 
Friday, January 27, 1:30-3 PM 
Big Creek Park, Meyer Center
Experience the wonders of the weather 
with a fun lesson and hands-on activities 
to learn about meteorology and types of 
weather. Adults must register and attend 
with their child. Partially outdoors, so 
dress for the weather. Registration 
required.

27  Nature Night Lecture 
Series: Lost Wildlife 
Friday, January 27, 7-8:30 PM 
The West Woods, Nature Center
Join us to learn about the wildlife that 
once roamed our state a few hundred 
years ago such as wolves, elk, parakeets 
and more, and see what species were 
lost but have made a comeback. 
Registration required. 

27  Exploring Orion
(Virtual) Friday, January 27, 7-8 PM
See description for in-person version of 
this program on January 13. This is the 
same program but a virtual version using 
Zoom. Register and receive a link to join. 
Registration required. This program can 
still be followed by night sky viewing, 
weather permitting, if you’re game! 
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20  Meet the Artist
Friday, January 20, 7-9 PM 
The West Woods, Nature Center
Meet artist Deb Berkebile and view her collection 
of art quilts, the “Earth in Three Bands:  
R, G, B” series, which explores satellite imagery 
and a “false-color” artist depiction of remote-
sensed satellite images from GIS (Geographical 
Information Systems). The artist will give a 
presentation about her artistic process to create 
the quilts at 7:30 PM. Refreshments served. 

21  Learn to Snowshoe 
Saturday, January 21, 9-11 AM 
Big Creek Park, Meyer Center
Learn the basics of snowshoeing including 
proper clothing, types of equipment and proper 
technique. An indoor presentation will be 
followed by outdoor instruction and a snowshoe 
hike. Borrow a pair of ours or bring your own! 
Ages 8+ with adult. Registration required.

21  Signs of the  
Season Hike 
Saturday, January 21, 2-3:30 PM 
Veterans Legacy Woods
Look for winter Nature signs such as coyote 
tracks, abandoned bird nests, old goldenrod 
seed stalks and more while hiking the trails. 
Ages 12+. Registration required.

21  Nassau Astronomy  
Night with CVAS 
Saturday, January 21, 7-11 PM 
Observatory Park, Nassau  
Astronomical Station
Stop in to discover this awesome facility and 
join the Chagrin Valley Astronomical Society 
to take in wonders of the night sky using our 
restored telescope! A limited number of people 
permitted inside the building; may result in a 
wait to enter. Cancelled if cloudy; check our 
website or social media for notice.

22  Whatever-the- 
Weather Venture 
Sunday, January 22, 10 AM-Noon 
Beartown Lakes Reservation
A bit optimistic, but we’re hoping for snow 
for this one. If conditions are right for 
snowshoeing, that is what we’ll do. If not, 
we’ll take a cold-weather hike. Whatever 
the weather, let’s get outside! Borrow our 
snowshoes or bring your own. Ages 8+ with 
adult. Registration required.

22  Hawk Talk: 
Winter’s Birds of Prey  
Sunday, January 22, 2-3 PM 
The West Woods, Nature Center
Discover interesting facts about the hawks, 
eagles and owls that call Geauga County 
home for the winter through illustrations, 
mounts, feathers and other hands-on activities. 
Registration required. 
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4  Bird Nest Hike 
Saturday, February 4, 10 AM-Noon 
Frohring Meadows
View our bird nest collection in the 
lodge, then take a 2-mile hike to discover 
abandoned nests and learn cool facts about 
the birds who made them! Mostly on-trail, 
with a few off-trail excursions to view nests. 
Held rain, snow or shine; be prepared 
for unpredictable weather. Registration 
required.

4  Maple Mixer 
Saturday, February 4, 2-3:30 PM 
The West Woods, Nature Center
Current maple producers and producers 
new to maple production are encouraged to 
join us for an afternoon of networking and 
learning. A panel of experienced producers 
will be available to answer all your maple 
questions. Registration required. 
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Please check our website for updates before heading out. 

Geauga Park District will continue to follow current state guidelines for COVID-19 safety.

www.geaugaparkdistrict.org • PARKEXPLORER   9

5  7  Geauga Gems 
‘22 Awards & ‘23 Kickoff 
Thursday, January 5, 5-8 PM 
Saturday, January 7, 9 AM-Noon 
The West Woods, Nature Center
Drop by the nature center to register for 
the ‘23 series and/or collect your coveted 
trekking pole and hiking medallion sticker if 
you completed the ’22 series. This is a drop-in, 
open-house format; visit any time over the 
two sessions. 

10  24  Geauga Walkers 
Tuesdays, 1-2:30 PM 
January 10, The Rookery,  
Great Blue Heron Lodge 
January 24, Frohring Meadows
Hikes for active seniors 1-1½ miles long. 
Naturalist led. Registration required through 
Geauga Park District. For a full schedule, call 
Geauga Senior Center at 440-279-2167.

11  25  Lunch & Learn: 
Winter Armchair Birding
(Virtual) Wednesdays,  
January 11 & 25, Noon-1 PM
Join Naturalist Karie for a virtual program 
during your lunch break to learn about what 
birds you may see out your window this 
winter! Registration required. 

13  15  Thompson Ledges 
Backcountry Hike 
Friday, January 13,  
10 AM-Noon 
Sunday, January 15, 1-3 PM
Thompson Ledges Township Park,  
16755 Thompson Rd (Rt. 528, just east 
of Thompson town square)
Take a rugged hike to explore the 
magnificent Thompson Ledges on primitive 
trails with the possibility of icicles on the 
ledges. Must be capable of hiking on rocky, 
uneven terrain with some steep slopes. 
Dress for the weather and wear sturdy 
footwear with good traction. Registration 
required.

RECURRING PROGRAMS

13  14  27  28   
Night Sky Viewing 
Fridays, January 13 & 27, 8-11 PM 
Saturdays, January 14 & 28, 7-11 PM 
Observatory Park
If skies are clear, observe the night sky 
through the Oberle telescope and other 
telescopes spaced out around the plaza. 
Planetarium presentation if cloudy.  

19  21  Timbertots: Nature 
Trackers (Ages 3-5 w/adult) 
Thursday, January 19, 10-11 AM & 1-2 PM 
Saturday, January 21, 10-11 AM & 1-2 PM 
The Rookery, Great Blue Heron Lodge
Join Nora the Explorer and become Nature 
trackers, searching for signs of animals in the 
wintertime! Registration required for all 
children and adults attending.

21  22  Geauga Gems  
Winter Trekking 
Saturday, January 21, 1-2:30 PM 
Observatory Park
Sunday, January 22, 2-3:30 PM 
Holbrook Hollows
Enjoy a naturalist-led hike through these 
parks. Must have ability to hike 2.5-miles 
over various terrain. Dress for the weather 
conditions and wear sturdy foot gear. 
Registration required.
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FEBRUARY Registration begins at 10 AM on December 20 for Geauga residents  
and December 27 for others. Sign up online or by calling 440-286-9516.

1  Art Workshop:  
Weaving a Mug Mat 
Wednesday, February 1, 6-8 PM 
The West Woods, Nature Center
Fee: $12 Geauga resident,  
$15 out-of-county resident
Warm up as you weave on a small board 
loom to create a small mat to place under 
your favorite cup. Brigette Fiorille of 
Fairmount Center for the Arts will teach loom 
set up, weaving techniques and application 
of backing to create a finished piece. No 
experience needed. Adults and youth ages 
12+. Registration required. 

2  The Dirt on Groundhogs 
Thursday, February 2, 7-8 PM 
Claridon Woodlands, Lodge
Do groundhogs really come out of 
hibernation in the beginning of February? 
How do they get ready for their long 
slumber? Get answers to these questions and 
more as we dish the dirt on Groundhogs Day. 
Registration required. 

4  Astrotots XL: 
A New Idea Takes Flight 
(Ages 6-11 w/adult) 
Saturday, February 4, 9:30-10:45 AM 
Observatory Park
Watch the launch and landing of the 
amazing shuttle and discover ways our space 
shuttle missions changed space flight forever. 
Be ready for facts, folly and creating your 
own model! Please register just the children 
ages 6-11. Registration required.  

4  Sweet Maple: How to 
Make Maple Confections 
Saturday, February 4, 10-11:30 AM 
The West Woods, Nature Center
Join two local maple producers, James 
Miller of Sugar Valley Maple and Tom Salo 
of Salo Maple, as they demonstrate sweet 
ways to use Geauga County maple syrup. 
Registration required. 
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4  Moonlight Ski or Hike 
Saturday, February 4, 6-7:30 PM 
Orchard Hills Park 
Let’s ski the McIntosh and Harvest trails by 
the light of the moon. Must have ability to 
ski; no instruction provided. Ski becomes 
a hike if there is no snow; call after 2 PM 
on program day to check conditions. Ski 
rental available in advance from Geiger’s, 
50 Shopping Plaza, Chagrin Falls, OH 44022, 
440-247-4900. A special rental rate for this 
program applies: $17 for pick-up on Friday 
and return on Monday during business 
hours. Registration required.

5  Black Bears  
Returning Home 
Sunday, February 5, 2-3:30 PM 
The West Woods, Nature Center
Lost with the settlement of Ohio’s primeval 
wilderness, the Black Bear is attempting a 
comeback in Ohio after a 150-year absence. 
Discover the “bear facts” about Ohio’s 
largest mammal through illustrations, 
tracks, pelts and other hands-on activities. 
Registration required. 

5  Nature Explorers:  
A Paleo Indian Toolbox 
(Ages 6-11 w/adult) 
Sunday, February 5, 2-3:30 PM 
Claridon Woodlands, Lodge
Local archeologist Mike Fath brings a 
fascinating collection of genuine Paleo-
Indian flint tools and compares them to the 
tools in a modern toolbox, even providing 
hands-on opportunities to use some stone 
tools. Adults must attend with children. 
Registration required for all attending. 

5  Full Moon Hike:  
The Crow Moon 
Sunday, February 5, 6-7:30 PM 
Observatory Park
Nature is active at night even during winter. 
Join us on a hike to see what’s left in its 
tracks, then, weather permitting, observe 
the rising full moon using park telescopes. 
Registration required. 

6  Geauga Skywatchers: 
Radio Astronomy 
Monday, February 6, 6:30-7:30 PM 
Geauga County Public Library, 
Middlefield Branch
Get an introduction to the fascinating field 
of radio astronomy in this presentation 
by Marty Mullet of the Chagrin Valley 
Astronomical Society. Designed for grades 
6-12, but anyone can join. Registration 
required at https://geaugalibrary.net/
skywatchers/ for this program in cooperation 
with the Geauga County Public Library. 

10  Astronomy After Dark 
Friday, February 10, 7-8 PM 
Observatory Park
Monsters and mayhem and ghosts, oh 
my! Some constellations and sky lore 
are just too spooky for all ages, so join 
us for a “grown-ups only” planetarium 
presentation, followed by night sky 
viewing weather permitting. Registration 
required. (Virtual version of this program 
available - see February 24.) 

11  Buckeye Trail  
Highlight Hike 
Saturday, February 11, 9 AM-12:30 PM 
Mountain Run Station
The Buckeye Trail winds nearly 1,444 miles 
around Ohio. Visit a Geauga Park District 
park that follows the Blue Blazes during 
this year’s series of 10 hikes covering 
almost 23 miles of the Buckeye Trail in 
eight of our parks. Must be able to hike 
about 6.5 miles on paved surfaces that may 
be snow-covered or icy. Wear boots with 
good traction. A shuttle will take us to our 
starting place. Held rain, snow or shine, so 
dress accordingly and bring water. Adults 
and youth ages 10+; no younger children, 
please. Registration required.

12  The Big Hike at  
The West Woods 
Sunday, February 12, 8 AM-Noon 
The West Woods
If you want to hike 5-6 miles on with some 
big hills, this is the perfect hike for you! 
Hike as many trails at The West Woods 
as possible, also stopping for Nature 
observation. Registration required.

12  Nature Journaling: 
Winter Birds 
Sunday, February 12, Noon-2:30 PM 
The West Woods, Nature Center
Fee for first-time participants: $20 Geauga 
residents, $24 out-of-county residents
A monthly series to learn basic journaling 
techniques to record your Nature 
observations. This month our inspiration will 
be winter birds. Partially outdoors. Taking 
photos is optional. First-timers fee covers 
a new journal, pen and other supplies. 
Registration required by phone only. 

Registration begins at 10 AM on December 20 for Geauga residents  
and December 27 for others. Sign up online or by calling 440-286-9516.

12  Geauga Gems  
Animal Amore Trek 
Sunday, February 12, 2:30-4 PM 
Eldon Russell Park
Celebrate Valentine’s Day with an 
entertaining true-false quiz as we take a 
leisurely stroll on the Duane Ferris Trail. 
If there is deep snow, feel free to bring 
snowshoes. Registration required.

12  Tool Time: Stone Age 
Handyman’s Special 
Sunday, February 12, 2:30-3:30 PM 
The West Woods
Local archeologist Mike Fath brings a 
fascinating collection of genuine Paleo-
Indian flint tools from a plowed field in 
Knox County, Ohio, and compares them to 
the tools in a modern toolbox. Registration 
required. 

Amphibian Awakening 
Text Alert List 
February 15 - April 10, The West Woods
Text “FROG” to (866) 320-2926 to receive 
a text the day of our annual program to 
witness the natural phenomenon of spring 
breeding behavior of Wood Frogs, Spring 
Peepers and possibly large salamanders as 
they move into woodland pools on a warm, 
rainy night. Text notification will include 
instructions to call in and register (first 
to call, first served for 8 PM and 9:30 PM 
programs with 60 spots each); a follow-up 
text will indicate when programs are filled. 
Anticipated early March through early April. 
Dress for the weather. Flashlights required! 
Registration required.

16  Inclusive Exploring: 
Planetarium Show &  
Planetary Trail Walk 
Thursday, February 16, 10-11:30 AM  
& 1-2:30 PM, Observatory Park, Robert 
McCullough Science Center
A special program for adults in the 
developmental disability community! Join 
us for an amazing look at the night sky 
during the day. Indoor presentation in 
our planetarium followed by a short walk 
to look at our Planetary Trail, weather 
permitting. Registration required for all 
participants.
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24  Astronomy  
After Dark 
(Virtual) Friday, February 24, 7-8 PM
See description for in-person version of 
this program on February 10. This is the 
same program but a virtual version using 
Zoom. Register and receive a link to join. 
Registration required. This program can still 
be followed by night sky viewing, weather 
permitting, if you’re game!

25  Nature Break:  
Women’s Retreat 
Saturday, February 25, 8:30 AM - 1 PM 
The West Woods, Nature Center
Fee: $8 Geauga resident,  
$10 out-of-county resident
Retreat to the park to re-energize and relax. 
Including snowshoeing or walking, an 
aerobic activity, and a Nature-themed activity 
and lesson. Includes a light breakfast and a 
soup and salad lunch. Dress in layers with 
comfortable clothes for both indoor and 
outdoor activities. Registration required.

25  High School  
Scout Snowshoe 
Saturday, February 25, 2:30-4 PM 
The West Woods
A snowshoe adventure just for scouts 
in grades 9-12! Discover a new way to 
enjoy the winter season by learning the 
basic use of snowshoes, which may meet 
some requirements for Girl Scouts’ Snow 
Adventure or Boy Scouts’ Snow Sports 
badges. Register only participating scouts. 
Registration required.

26  Happy Bird-day!  
Indoor Fun (Ages 2-5 w/adult) 
Sunday, February 26, 10-11 AM & 1-2 PM 
The West Woods Nature Center
Stay indoors to explore wildlife in winter 
through a puppet show and scavenger hunt! 
Registration required for all attending 
including adults and siblings. 

26  Icy Insects 
Sunday, February 26, 2-3:30 PM 
Holbrook Hollows
Some bugs love cool weather, and a sharp 
eye can find springtails, stoneflies, spiders 
and more crawling around on the winter 
ground, even on top of the snow! Let’s 
explore the park for these creatures on a 
cool winter hike. Registration required.

26  The Sky Tonight 
Planetarium Show 
Sunday, February 26, 2-2:45 PM &  
3-3:45 PM, Observatory Park, Robert 
McCullough Science Center
Join us for a planetarium presentation  
about what to watch for in the night sky this 
week. Sessions are 45 minutes each; please 
register for only one session. Registration 
required. 
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26  Native Orchids of Ohio 
Sunday, February 26, 2-3 PM 
The West Woods, Nature Center
Ohio has a diverse and rich distribution of 
native orchids, which occur in a variety of 
habitats and bloom from May to late October. 
Tom Sampliner, photographer, botanist, and 
former president of The Native Plant Society of 
Northeastern Ohio, will take you through the 
seasons and show our native orchid species, 
some companion bloomers, and what their 
habitats are like. In cooperation with the 
Native Plant Society of Northeastern Ohio. 
Registration required. 

27  Early Morning Hike 
Monday, February 27, 9-10:30 AM 
Orchard Hills Park
Get your day started with an early morning 
hike through the park. We’ll talk as we walk 
with little stopping. Registration required.
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16  Elderberries: A  
Passion for Pawpaws 
Thursday, February 16, 1-2:30 PM 
The West Woods, Nature Center
Seniors, discover the world of pawpaws, 
why they’ve been called America’s forgotten 
fruit and how they are making a comeback. 
Refreshments served. A collaboration with the 
Geauga Department on Aging and University 
Hospitals Geauga Medical Center. Registration 
required. 

18  Nassau Astronomy  
Night with CVAS 
Saturday, February 18, 7-11 PM 
Observatory Park, Nassau  
Astronomical Station
Join the Chagrin Valley Astronomical Society 
to take in wonders of the night sky using our 
restored telescope! Limited number of people 
permitted inside the building; may result in a 
wait to enter. Cancelled if cloudy; check our 
website or social media for notice. 

19  Whatever-the- 
Weather Venture 
Sunday, February 19, 10 AM-Noon 
Veterans Legacy Woods
We’re hoping for snow for this one. If 
conditions are right for snowshoeing, that is 
what we’ll do. If not, we’ll take a cold-weather 
hike. Whatever the weather, let’s get outside! 
Borrow our snowshoes or bring your own. 
Ages 8+ with adult. Registration required.

19  Two Hikers,  
Four Corners 
Sunday, February 19, 2-3:15 PM 
The West Woods, Nature Center
Sara Shininger and Bill Burton love to travel. 
Enjoy their illustrated presentation about 
northern Arizona and southern Utah. They 
visited the Hopi Indian Reservation and hiked the 
unique geologic feature known as “The Wave” 
and Horseshoe Bend. Registration required. 

21  Make a Firefly  
Signal Lamp 
Tuesday, February 21, 6-7 PM 
The West Woods, Nature Center
Fee: $5 Geauga resident, $7 out-of-county resident
In this make-and-take program, you’ll solder 
a flashlight-like electronic device that can be 
used to talk to fireflies this coming summer! If 
you’ve never worked with electronics before, 
this is a great way to get started. Adults must 
attend with anyone under 18. Registration 
required. 

23  Maple Town  
Tune Traders 
Thursday, February 23, 7-9:30 PM 
The West Woods, Nature Center
Singers and musicians take turns presenting 
tunes as others join in. All musical genres, 
instruments and musicianship levels welcome. 
Come to play, sing, or simply enjoy as an 
audience member. Registration required. 

RECURRING PROGRAMS

3  4  Astrotots: 
The Sensational Shuttle 
(Ages 3-5 w/adult) 
Friday, February 3, 9:30-10:30 AM,  
11 AM-Noon & 1-2 PM 
Saturday, February 4,  
11:30 AM - 12:30 PM & 1-2 PM 
Observatory Park
The space shuttle was amazing in size, shape 
and purpose. Come discover how exciting 
space exploration was when your parents 
were kids! Sing, simulate a launch, and 
make-n-take home your own space shuttle 
craft! Please register just the children ages 
3-5. Registration required.  

3  4  Basket Weaving:  
In the Woods Basket 
Friday, February 3, Noon-5:30 PM 
Saturday, February 4, Noon-5:30 PM 
Swine Creek Reservation, Lodge
Fee: $25 Geauga resident,  
$29 out-of-county resident
First weave a round bottom basket, then 
weave in pine trees as a final decorative 
touch. Registration required. 



4  Hound Hike
Saturday, March 4, 3-4 PM, Veterans Legacy Woods
Dogs and their humans take a short hike around the lodge  
with Cold Nose Companions Dog Training meeting us along to  
the way! Bring bowl and water, bags/poop scoop for dog clean-up,  
and dog towels for travel. Only one dog per handler, on leash (8 ft. max)  
and fully under control; all dogs must be non-aggressive to people and other dogs. 
Registration required.
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MARCH

Registration begins at 10 AM on September 20 for Geauga residents  
and September 27 for others. Sign up online or by calling 440-286-9516.

Registration begins at 10 AM on December 20 for Geauga residents  
and December 27 for others. Sign up online or by calling 440-286-9516.

7  11  Coffee with the Birds 
Tuesday, February 7, 9-10 AM &  
10:30-11:30 AM 
Saturday, February 11, 9-10 AM &  
10:30-11:30 AM
The West Woods, Nature Center
Register for a time slot to join Naturalist Renell 
for some close-up bird viewing and identification 
of winter birds at the feeders while enjoying a 
hot beverage. Registration required; please 
choose just one session.       

7  21  Geauga Walkers 
Tuesdays, 1-2:30 PM 
February 7, Beartown Lakes Reservation 
February 21, Eldon Russell Park
Hikes for active seniors 1-1½ miles long. 
Naturalist led. Registration required through 
Geauga Park District. For a full schedule, call 
Geauga Senior Center at 440-279-2167.

8  22  Lunch & Learn:  
All About Maple Sugaring 
(Virtual) Wednesdays,  
February 8 & 22, Noon-1 PM 
Did you know there were different classes of 
maple syrup that reflect color and taste? Then 
this lunch break virtual program is perfect for 
you! Learn the history of maple syrup, how it’s 
made at the Park District, and why the different 
color classes exist. Registration required. 

10  11  Timbertots:  
Furry Friends (Ages 3-5 w/adult) 
Friday, February 10, 10-11 AM & 1-2 PM 
Claridon Woodlands, Lodge
Saturday, February 11, 10-11 AM & 1-2 PM 
The West Woods, Nature Center
Join Nora the Explorer to discover fun facts 
about the mammals that live around us 
through activities and exploration. Partially 
outdoors. Registration required for all 
attending including adults and siblings.

10  11  24  25   
Night Sky Viewing 
Fridays, February 10 & 24, 8-11 PM 
Saturdays, February 11 & 25, 7-11 PM 
Observatory Park
If skies are clear, observe the night sky 
through the Oberle telescope and other 
telescopes spaced out around the plaza. 
Planetarium presentation if cloudy.  

4  Scout Day: Cadette Girl 
Scouts “Trees Badge”
Saturday, March 4, 9-11 AM 
Swine Creek Reservation, Woods Edge
Let’s meet to cover requirements 1, 2, 4 and 
5 of the Trees Legacy Badge. Register scouts 
only. Registration required.

4  Scout Day: Wolf Scouts 
“Call of the Wild Adventure” 
Saturday, March 4, Noon-2 PM 
Swine Creek Reservation, Lodge
Let’s work on the Call of the Wild Adventure. 
Indoors and outdoors, so dress for the 
weather, Register scouts only. Registration 
required.

6  Geauga Skywatchers: 
Beginning Astrophotography
Monday, March 6, 6:30-7:30 PM 
Geauga County Public Library,  
Geauga West Branch
Ready to start photographing the night sky? 
Get an introduction to astrophotography 
in this presentation by the Chagrin Valley 
Astronomical Society. Designed for grades 
6-12, but anyone can join. Registration 
required at https://geaugalibrary.net/
skywatchers/ for this program, presented in 
cooperation with the Geauga County Public 
Library. 

7  Full Moon Hike:  
The Worm Moon 
Tuesday, March 7, 7-8:30 PM 
Observatory Park
Take a naturalist-led hike to learn about 
worms and the creatures who feed on them. 
Experience Nature at sunset and observe the 
rising full moon using park telescopes, weather 
permitting. Registration required. 

9  Early Morning Hike
Thursday, March 9, 9-10:30 AM 
Big Creek Park, Tupelo Pond
Get your day started with an early morning hike 
through the park. We’ll talk as we walk with 
little stopping. Registration required.

10  Meet the Meteorites 
Friday, March 10, 7-8 PM 
Observatory Park, Robert McCullough 
Science Center
Meet an assortment of space rocks and learn 
how to tell whether a rock you’ve found is 
a meteorite or a “meteor-wrong”! Followed 
by night sky viewing, weather permitting. 
Registration required. (Virtual version of this 
program available - see March 24.) 

11  19  Geauga Gems 
Winter Trekking 
Saturday, February 11, 2-3:30 PM 
Claridon Woodlands (Hike 2.5 miles on 
various terrain)
Sunday, February 19, 2-3:30 PM 
The Rookery (Hike 4 miles on various terrain)
Join a naturalist for a winter-themed hike. Dress 
for the weather and wear sturdy foot gear. 
Registration required.

17  18  19  Great Backyard 
Bird Count: The West Woods 
Friday, February 17, 11 AM - 4 PM 
Saturday, February 18, 11 AM- 4 PM 
Sunday, February 19, 11 AM-4 PM 
The West Woods, Nature Center
Stop in anytime during program hours to help tally 
the birds seen at the big windows. Become an 
official Citizen Scientist during this worldwide bird 
count coordinated by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology 
and the National Audubon Society.  

18  25  Nature at Night Hike 
Saturday, February 18, 7-8:30 PM 
Big Creek Park, Deep Woods
Saturday, February 25, 7-8:30 PM 
Orchard Hills Park
Walking through a park in the dark is a unique 
experience. Even during the hush of mid-winter, 
all our senses become enhanced as we hike 
without the use of lights, making wildlife easier 
to discover. Adults must attend with children. 
Registration required.

RECURRING PROGRAMS
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All programs and special events are subject to change or be cancelled. 
Please check our website for updates before heading out. 

Geauga Park District will continue to follow current state guidelines for COVID-19 safety.

11  Nature Trek  
Fitness Hike 
Saturday, March 11, 10 AM-Noon 
Veterans Legacy Woods
Let’s move it, people! Burn off those calories 
on this fitness hike, learning some cool Nature 
facts along the way. Must be able to hike 
at least 4 miles on hilly terrain. Held rain or 
shine, so dress accordingly and bring water. 
Registration required.

12  Nature Journaling: 
Maple Sugaring 
Sunday, March 12, 3-5:30 PM, Swine 
Creek Reservation, Woods Edge & Lodge
Fee for first-time participants: $20 Geauga 
resident, $24 out-of-county resident
A monthly series to learn basic journaling 
techniques to record your Nature 
observations. This month our inspiration will 
be maple sugaring. Partially outdoors. We 
will meet at the Woods Edge Shelter then 
participate in Sap’s-a-Risin’! before heading 
to the lodge to work on our journal page. 
Taking photos is optional. First-timers fee 
covers a new journal, pen and other supplies. 
Registration required by phone only. 

16  Elderberries:  
Spring Things 
Thursday, March 16, 1-2:30 PM 
The West Woods, Nature Center
Seniors, join Naturalist Karie to celebrate 
all things spring! A sit-down presentation 
will be followed by an optional walk along 
the Discovery Trail. Refreshments served. A 
collaboration with the Geauga Department 
on Aging and University Hospitals Geauga 
Medical Center. Registration required. 

17  Homeschool Days: 
Maple Sugaring 
(Ages 5-7 & 8-12) 
Friday, March 17, 1-2:30 PM 
Swine Creek Reservation, Sugar House
Homeschoolers, explore the history of maple 
sugaring in Geauga County, including a 
chance to gather sap and learn how it’s boiled 
to make syrup. Entirely outdoors, so dress for 
the weather. Adult must attend with children. 
Registration required for all attending 
including adults and siblings.

18  Waterfowl Migration 
Watch: Mosquito Lake  
Van Trip 
Saturday, March 18, 7 AM-Noon 
The West Woods
March and April are good times to see spring 
migratory waterfowl. Meet at The West 
Woods at 7 AM and we’ll head out in the park 
van to visit one of Trumbull County’s birding 
hotspots. Bring binoculars or scope, camera, 
etc. and dress for the weather since we will 
be in and out of the van at various locations. 
Registration required.

18  Nassau Astronomy  
Night with CVAS 
Saturday, March 18, 7-11 PM 
Observatory Park, Nassau  
Astronomical Station
Stop in and join members of the Chagrin 
Valley Astronomical Society taking in the 
wonders of the night sky using our restored 
telescope! Limited number of people 
permitted inside the building at a time; may 
result in a wait to enter. Cancelled if cloudy; 
check our website or social media for notice. 

19  Hike The West Woods: 
Cabin Fever Cure  
Sunday, March 19,  
10:30 AM - 12:30 PM, The West Woods
Explore The West Woods in search of early 
indicators that spring is on the way. Weather 
is variable and trails include hills, so dress for 
the weather and wear sturdy shoes that can 
get wet. Registration required.

23  Maple Town  
Tune Traders 
Thursday, March 23, 7-9:30 PM 
The West Woods, Nature Center
Singers and musicians take turns presenting 
tunes as others join in. All musical genres, 
instruments and musicianship levels welcome. 
Come to play, sing, or simply enjoy as an 
audience member. Registration required. 

24  Hidden Gems Hike:  
Eldon Russell  
Friday, March 24, 5-6 PM 
Eldon Russell Park
Discover the beautiful natural wonders of 
this park along its trails. Held rain or shine. 
Wear footgear that can get wet and muddy. 
Registration required.

24  Meet the Meteorites 
(Virtual) Friday, March 24, 7-8 PM
See description for in-person version  
of this program on March 10. This is the  
same program but a virtual version using 
Zoom. Register and receive a link to join. 
Registration required. This program can still 
be followed by night sky viewing, weather 
permitting, if you’re game!

25  Waterfowl Migration 
Watch: Lake Erie Van Trip
Saturday, March 25, 9 AM-4 PM 
The West Woods
Witness large numbers of ducks,  
gulls and other waterfowl as they congregate 
on Lake Erie. Meet at The West Woods at  
9 AM and we’ll head out in the park van. We 
will spend some time lake watching, but also 
visit nearby marshes, ponds and follow any 
reports of good birds. Temperatures at the  
lake will be colder so dress extra warm, 
and bring binoculars or scope, camera, etc. 
Registration required.

25  Campfire Cooking:  
Dutch Ovens 
Saturday, March 25, 6-7:30 PM 
Orchard Hills Park, Lodge 
Fee: $4 Geauga resident,  
$6 out-of-county resident
Learn a new skill and get inspired for your 
next camping adventure! Create a camping 
dessert of cherry and peach cobbler over a 
campfire in Dutch Ovens, followed by roasting 
marshmallows. Registration required for all 
participants. 

26  Spring’s 
First Wildflowers 
Sunday, March 26, 1-2:30 PM, The Rookery
Warmer and longer days mean spring is coming, 
and we typically see our first early wildflower 
blooms in March. One of the earliest is skunk 
cabbage, which we should find in abundance 
at The Rookery. Let’s see what other early 
spring signs are revealed on this easy hike. 
Registration required.

26  Common Yard &  
Garden Weeds 
Sunday, March 26, 1-2 PM 
The West Woods, Nature Center
Spring has sprung and so will those pesky 
weeds. Several families of weeds can become 
aggressive, noxious or even invasive. Native 
Plant Society President Judy Barnhart will help 
you identify what’s growing and how to tell 
the differences. In collaboration with the Native 
Plant Society of Northeastern Ohio.  
Registration required. 
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26  The Sky Tonight 
Planetarium Show 
Sunday, March 26, 2-2:45 PM &  
3-3:45 PM, Observatory Park, Robert 
McCullough Science Center
Join us for a planetarium presentation about  
what to watch for in the night sky this week. 
Sessions are 45 minutes each; please register 
for only one session. Registration required. 

26  Sunset Nature Stroll  
Sunday, March 26, 7:30-8:30 PM 
Orchard Hills Park
Celebrate the arrive of spring with a  
beautiful stroll through the park at sunset. 
We’ll also keep our eyes and ears open for 
wildlife, with some are settling down for the 
night and others just getting up. Registration 
required.



RECURRING PROGRAMS
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     Adventure/Discovery       Arts       Astronomy       Kids       Seniors

MARCH Registration begins at 10 AM on December 20 for Geauga residents  
and December 27 for others. Sign up online or by calling 440-286-9516.

5  12  19  Sap’s-a-Risin’! 
Sundays, March 5, 12 & 19, Noon - 4 PM 
Swine Creek Reservation,  
Sugar House & Lodge
Visit the sugar house, sugarbush and lodge for 
a sweet taste of how maple sugaring methods 
have evolved from the Native American 
tradition to modern methods! Gather sap 
with a horse-drawn sap sled, experience 
tapping, gathering and boiling methods used 
throughout history, see sap boiling in the 
sugar house and taste some maple syrup! 
Warm up in the lodge with live music by Mr. 
Haney String Band and maple treats.

5  12  Maple Driving Tour 
Sundays, March 5 & 12, 10 AM-5 PM 
Swine Creek Reservation, Sugar House
Geauga Park District is a featured stop on 
the statewide Ohio Maple Madness Tour. 
Stop in any time during listed hours, with sap 
collection in our sugarbush with a horse-
drawn sap sled from 1-4 PM. Visit  
www.ohiomaple.org for tour details.

7  21  Geauga Walkers 
Tuesdays, 1-2:30 PM
March 7, Swine Creek Reservation,  
Woods Edge
March 21, Sunnybrook Preserve
Hikes for active seniors 1-1½ miles long. 
Naturalist led. Registration required through 
Geauga Park District. For a full schedule, call 
Geauga Senior Center at 440-279-2167.

8  22  Lunch & Learn: 
Spring Wildflowers 
(Virtual) Wednesdays,  
March 8 & 22, Noon-1 PM
Join Naturalist Karie in a virtual program 
during your lunch break to learn about our 
spring wildflowers, where to find them and 
how you can identify them! Registration 
required.

9  11  Timbertots: Maple 
Sugar Time! (Ages 3-5 w/adult) 
Thursday, March 9, 10-11 AM & 1-2 PM 
Saturday, March 11, 10-11 AM & 1-2 PM 
Swine Creek Reservation, Woods Edge
Explore outdoors and enjoy hands-on 
activities to discover where and how we get 
real maple syrup! Entirely outdoors, so dress 
for the weather; snow boots encouraged. 
Registration required for all attending 
including adults and siblings.

10  11  24  25   
Night Sky Viewing 
Fridays, March 10 & 24, 8-11 PM 
Saturdays, March 11 & 25, 7-11 PM 
Observatory Park
If skies are clear, observe the night sky  
through the Oberle telescope and other 
telescopes spaced out around the plaza. 
Planetarium presentation if cloudy.  

11  26  Ansel’s Cave Hike: 
History Written in Rock 
Saturday, March 11, 1-3 PM 
Sunday, March 26, 1-3 PM 
The West Woods
Take a naturalist-led hike to Ansel’s Cave to 
discover its history written in rock – a rare 
opportunity to go into this restricted area! 
Must be able to hike 2 miles over hilly terrain 
with a stream crossing. Dress for the weather 
and wear sturdy foot gear. Registration 
required.

13  19  Coffee 
with the Birds 
Monday, March 13 & Sunday, March 19, 
9-10 AM & 10:30-11:30 AM 
The West Woods, Nature Center
Register for a time slot to join Naturalist 
Renell for some close-up bird viewing and 
identification of winter birds at the feeders 
while enjoying a hot beverage. Registration 
required; please choose just one session. 

 

24  26  Backcountry Hike  
Friday, March 24, 1:30-4 PM 
Sunday, March 26, 1:30-4 PM 
The West Woods, Affelder House
Take a strenuous naturalist-led hike on 
and off trail in a mature woodland over 
rugged terrain with steep slopes and stream 
crossings to see one of the biggest tuliptrees 
in Ohio! Dress for the weather and wear 
sturdy boots or shoes with good traction 
that can get wet and muddy. Registration 
required.

30  National Take a  
Walk in a Park Day: 
Thursday, March 30
8:30-9:30 AM, Beartown Lakes Reservation
10:30-11:30 AM, Frohring Meadows
12:30-1:30 PM, The West Woods
2:30-3:30 PM, Swine Creek Reservation
4:30-5:30 PM, Claridon Woodlands
6:30-7:30 PM, Eldon Russell Park
To celebrate this special day, six different 
hikes at six different times at six different 
parks are set for you to take a short walk with 
a naturalist to discover what’s happening 
in Nature. Details at registration about trail 
lengths and terrain. Held rain or shine. 
Registration required. 

29  Dabble in Ducks 
Wednesday, March 29, 8:30-11AM 
Headwaters Park, Boathouse
Start in the boathouse for a short duck 
identification presentation before going 
outside to view migrating waterfowl on the 
tranquil waters of this beautiful lake. Bring 
binoculars. Registration required. 

29  Frogs, Flowers & Fun  
Wednesday, March 29, 10-11:30 AM 
The West Woods, Nature Center
Celebrate spring with fun activities like seed 
planting, a scavenger hunt, a Nature craft 
and more! Indoors and outdoors, so dress 
accordingly. Adult must attend with children. 
Activities geared for ages 3+. Registration 
required.

24  31  Skydance:  
Flight of the Woodcock! 
Friday, March 24, 7:30-9 PM 
Burton Wetlands Nature Preserve
Friday, March 31, 7:30-9 PM, The Rookery
This annual rite of spring returns to these 
parks this year. Get a behind-the-bushes look 
at the courtship antics of one unique bird, 
the American Woodcock, highlighted by its 
amazing “sky dance” with “wing song” and 
careening descent. Registration required. 
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Thank  You  
to All of Our  

Generous 
Donors

Donations to  
Geauga Park District  

August 2022  
through  

October 2022

Cleveland Foundation Lewis & Ruth Affelder Fund $499.25

John Leidli Donation in memory of Joan Eippert $25.00

Foundation for Geauga Parks Grant - Maple Highlands Trail Improvements $3,270.00

James & Deborah Nemecek Donation in memory of Katy Berquist $100.00

Susan M. Matzke Pod unrestricted donation $50.00

Debra Franz Donation in memory of Bill Salmon $50.00

Melvin Eifert Donation in memory of Bill Salmon $100.00

Chris & Sheila Eifert Donation in memory of Bill Salmon $50.00

David & Cathy Maram Donation in memory of Bill Salmon $100.00

Lori Jo Folger Donation for trail improvements $300.00

Sherri Appleton & Marty Resnik Donation in memory of Robert Fuller $20.00

Ryan Andrew Irwin Memorial bench plaque in memory of David Irwin 
 at Orchard Hills Park $600.00

Scott & Carol Kenney Donation in memory of Richard Reeser $50.00

Introduction 
to Archery for Adults 
Thursday, January 12,  
2:30-4 PM & 4:30-6 PM 
Friday, January 13, 1:30-3 PM
Saturday, January 14, 1-2:30 PM
Monday, January 16, 10:30 AM-Noon
Tuesday, January 17, 5-6:30 PM
Friday, February 10, 1:30-3 PM
Sunday, February 12, 10:30 AM-Noon
Monday, February 13, 10-11:30 AM
Tuesday, February 14, 4:30-6 PM
Learn the basics of target archery. Wear  
close-toed shoes. Registration required. 

Introduction  
to Archery for Families 
Thursday, January 12, 7-8:30 PM
Sunday, January 15,  
10:30 AM-Noon & 1-2:30 PM
Monday, January 16, 1:30-3 PM
Families with children ages 9+, learn 
the basics of target archery together! 
Participants must be at least 50” tall, and 
children accompanied by an adult. No 
younger children, please. Registration 
required for all participants. 

Introduction to Archery for 
Home-School Families 
Friday, January 13, 10:30 AM-Noon
Friday, February 10, 10:30 AM-Noon
Home-school families with children ages 9+, 
learn the basics of target archery together! 
Participants must be at least 50” tall, and 
children accompanied by an adult. No younger 
siblings, please; indoor space is limited. 
Registration required for all participants. 

Introduction 
to Archery for Kids 
(Ages 9-16 w/adult) 
Saturday, January 14, 3-4:30 PM
Sunday, January 15, 3-4:30 PM
Saturday, February 11, 3:30-5 PM
Register your kids ages 9-16 to learn the basics 
of target archery. Participants must be at least 
50” tall and wear closed-toed shoes. Register 
children only, but adults must also attend. 
Registration required. 

Archery Games  
for Adults 
Friday, January 13, 8-9:30 PM
Monday, January 16, 4-5:30 PM
Friday, February 10, 8-9:30 PM
Monday, February 13,  
12:30-2 PM & 2:30-4 PM
Tuesday, February 14, 7-8:30 PM
Take the next step in improving your aim 
by playing archery games. Must have 
previously participated in a Geauga Park 
District Introduction to Archery program to 
attend. Registration required. 

Archery Games  
for Families 
Tuesday, January 17, 7-8:30 PM
Sunday, February 12, 4-5:30 PM
Families with children ages 9+, take the 
next step in improving your aim by playing 
archery games together! Must have 
previously participated in a Geauga Park 
District Introduction to Archery program 
to attend. Participants must be at least 50” 
tall, and children accompanied by an adult. 
No younger children, please. Registration 
required for all participants. 

Archery Games for Kids 
Saturday, February 11, 1:30-3 PM
Young people ages 9-16, take the next 
step in improving your aim by playing 
archery games. Must have previously 
participated in a Geauga Park District 
Introduction to Archery program to 
attend. Adult must attend with children. 
Registration required. 

ARCHERY FOR EVERYONE
All archery programs in this winter are at The Rookery’s Great Blue Heron Lodge
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Beartown Lakes Reservation 
18870 Quinn Road, Auburn/Bainbridge, 44023
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 2.8

Bass Lake Preserve 
11445 Lakeview Road, Munson, 44024
NO TRAILS AVAILABLE; BOATING BY PERMIT ONLY

Big Creek Park 
9160 Robinson Road, Chardon, 44024
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 3.8 
Facility reservations are available - call or visit website for details

Bessie Benner Metzenbaum Park 
7940 Cedar Road, Chester, 44026
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 1.0

Burton Wetlands Nature Preserve 
15681 Old Rider Road, Burton/Newbury, 44021
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 1.7

Eldon Russell Park 
16315 Rapids Road, Troy, 44021
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 1.3

Frohring Meadows 
16780 Savage Road, Bainbridge, 44023
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 3.5

Claridon Woodlands - Access to TMHT
11383 Claridon Troy Road, Claridon, 44033
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 2.2

Holbrook Hollows 
7250 Country Lane, Bainbridge, 44023
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 2.8

Big Creek Park - Tupelo Pond 
9373 Ravenna Road, Chardon, 44024

Big Creek Park - Horse Trail 
12000 Woodin Road, Chardon, 44024

TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 2.9

Chickagami Park 
17957 Tavern Road, Parkman, 44021
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 1.6

The Maple Highlands Trail (TMHT) 
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 21.1 
City of Chardon 1.2 and City of Middlefield 0.5  
Access to trail also from Claridon Woodlands, Headwaters Park & 
Swine Creek Reservation; horses permitted on south section only

Mountain Run Station - Access to TMHT
12601 Chardon Windsor Road, Hambden, 44024
MILEAGE OF LINK ACCESSING TMHT: 0.4

Park Locations and Amenities ICONS LISTED AT RIGHT  
IN THE ORDER THEY APPEAR

Headwaters Park - Access to TMHT
13365 Old State Road, Claridon/Huntsburg, 44021
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 3.3

View the current fee schedule on our website under Reservations. All enclosed lodges, but not all open shelters, are equipped with electricity. 

Geauga Gems Trekking Series Continues in 2023,  
the Year of the Sapphire, with a New Format!
Our Geauga Gems Trekking Series will kick off its fourth year with registration opening January 1 for 
Geauga residents and January 15 for others. Sign-up is FREE for all Geauga residents, but costs $10 for out-
of-county residents. To complete this year’s series, the format is a little different than in years past: hike a 
minimum of four trails each season from that season’s list, created by Park District naturalists. Attending a 
naturalist-led hike? Count it as one of your trails. Don’t see your favorite trail? Add it in the space provided!

Hike a total of 16 trails by 12-31-23 to earn your commemorative sticker for the year (and trekking pole if you’re a first-time finisher). 
Or, if you are interested in hiking more, you may also still hike 60 self-guided miles to earn your rewards. Happy trekking!
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Check out the new geocache 
at Sunnybrook Preserve in Chester Twp.
Expires April 1, 2024. Find details on our website under Activities.

Big Creek Spur - Access to TMHT
9280 Ravenna Road, Chardon, 44024
MILEAGE OF LINK ACCESSING TMHT: 0.6

Observatory Park 
10610 Clay Street, Montville, 44064
Nassau Astronomical Station 
10350 Clay Street, Montville, 44064
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 3.62 
Facility reservations are available - call or visit website for details

Orchard Hills Park 
11340 Caves Road, Chester, 44026
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 3.6

Sunnybrook Preserve 
12474 Heath Road, Chester, 44026
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 1.7

Swine Creek Reservation - Access to TMHT
16004 Hayes Road, Middlefield, 44062
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 5.8

The Rookery 
10110 Cedar Road, Munson, 44026
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 1.4

The West Woods - Affelder House
15139 Chillicothe Road, Russell, 44072 
Facility reservations are available - call or visit website for details

The West Woods 
9465 Kinsman Road, Russell, 44072
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 6.7

Walter C. Best Wildlife Preserve 
11620 Ravenna Road, Munson, 44024
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 1.6

Whitlam Woods 
12500 Pearl Road, Hambden, 44024
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 1.1

Woodin Road Park 
12205 Woodin Road, Chardon, 44024
NO TRAILS AVAILABLE

Boating on Bass Lake requires a permit. Permitted watercraft are kayaks, canoes and electric motors; gasoline engines are permitted only in 
Eldon Russell Park. Learn more on our website under Activities.

Veterans Legacy Woods
14085 Ravenna Road, Newbury/Burton, 44065
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 4.68

Russell Uplands Preserve 
15200 Russell Road, Russell, 44022
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 2.0

ACCESSIBLE TRAILS • PAVED TRAILS • OPEN SHELTERS • ENCLOSED LODGES • RESTROOMS • PLAYGROUNDS • HIKING  
X-COUNTRY SKIING • HORSES • BICYCLES • CAMPING • FISHING • BOATING • SLED HILL

N 41° 31.860 
W -81° 18.262

ADVENTURESADVENTURES
in Geocachingin Geocaching
ADVENTURES
in Geocaching

Modroo Preserve 
15695 Hemlock Road, Russell, 44072
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 0.8

Welton’s Gorge 
13973 Hale Road, Burton, 44021
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 1.8

Here in these woods, we hid some 
geocache goods. Just down the 
trail and over the brook, you’ll 
find a dead stump that’s worth 
a good look. Your trail choice is 
great since it’s a big figure eight. 
Walk long or walk short and 
soon you’ll report, a new cache 
discovered much like many others.
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In Nature
“Wandering stars.”  That’s  
what the ancient Greeks  
called the planets.  
And this winter’s sky offers a dazzling 
example of this wandering, as Mars 
moves between the constellations 
Taurus and Orion.
Unlike the other stars — whose 
apparent positions change so 
slowly that we can still make the 
same connect-the-dot images 
today that the ancients saw 
centuries ago — the planets 
appear to change their positions 
almost daily. That’s why we 
can still point out the familiar shapes of 
Orion and Taurus each winter, but we need 
to check a star map (or app) to learn the 
locations of the planets.
This winter, there’s an extra-red light in the 
sky just above the Orion-Taurus-Pleiades line 
which is brighter than the surrounding stars: 
Mars. Even to the unaided eye, Mars glows with a 
distinct, red-orange color. (In the beautiful language 
of Ohio’s Myaamia Nation, Mars is “neehpikalaankwa,” 
the cranberry-red star. It’s a phrase that captures the color 
of the planet perfectly!)  
To find it, from Orion’s familiar three-star-belt, follow an imaginary 
line to the right. You’ll pass the red eye of Taurus the bull (the bright-red star Aldebaran) and continue on to the 
Pleiades (the Seven Sisters).  
For most of autumn, night after chilly night, the bright planet Mars was creeping closer and closer toward the 
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Pleiades. It will keep this up until mid-January, then 
appear to come to a halt just left of the Pleiades, then 
reverse course. After that, Mars will appear to be racing 
away from the Pleiades and back towards Orion.  
Mars’ apparent backwards movement, called 
“retrograde,” is just a side effect of Earth speeding 
past the planet. Since Mars takes almost twice as long 
as Earth to orbit the sun, Earth can “pass in the inside 
lane” and appear to leave Mars in the background.  
For an added bit of spectacle, our moon will join 
the parade at the end of January. Like a planetary 
photobomb, the moon can sometimes appear to 
interrupt Earth’s view of a distant planet. (Indeed, back 
in early December, the moon managed to block our 
view of Mars completely!) The night of January 30 to 
31, hope for clear skies to watch as our moon and Mars 
appear to line up almost perfectly, sliding just past one 
another over the course of the evening.
Mars’ season-long wandering is best appreciated over 
the course of many winter nights, so set a goal for 
yourself in 2023 to get out there and enjoy the sky!

Orion

Taurus
Pleidas

Betelgeuse Aldebaran

Rigel

MARS

Sun

Mercury

Venus

Earth

Mars

Left: Map of the inner solar system in January 2023

by Chris Mentrek, Naturalist
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Fill in the blanks with words that start with each letter. Enjoy!

A Geauga Park  
District Property

S N O W
Something 

Cold
A Backyard 

Bird
A Thing in the 

Night Sky

Create a Simple Winter Tree Painting
You will need: black/brown, blue and white craft paint, a brown paper bag 
(one that is bigger and made of thicker paper), cotton balls, cotton swabs

We’ll create  
one of these for each 
season in 2023, so by 

this fall you’ll have a set 
of four to display!

First, take a winter hike to look up at the tree branches. Observe their different shapes and how the branches grow from the trunk.

1. Cut a square/rectangle 
from a big paper bag; 
it’s made of nice, thick 
paper and often easy to 
find around the home. 
Crinkle it up a bit to 
create some texture in 
the paper. Use a cotton 
ball to smear blue paint 
from edge to edge for 
the background. Let dry.

2. With black or brown 
paint, use a cotton 
swab to draw a straight, 
thick line from top to 
bottom. You can do it 
right through the center 
or off to one side Then 
create a few thick lines 
diagonally and extend 
them to the paper’s 
edge. Let dry.

3. Extend some 
thinner lines 
out from the 
diagonal lines. 
You can even 
draw some 
from the main 
thick vertical 
line. Let dry.

4. Use the white paint 
and a cotton swab to 
dabble dots along one 
side of the lines for 
snow. You can leave the 
background clear blue, 
or dab some white dots 
there, too, to make it 
look like it’s snowing.

5. Finally, let the 
paint dry completely. 
If you’d prefer to 
flatten your painting 
out, place between 
two sheets of paper 
and put inside a thick 
book.

Hint: Try finding O and W things within our astronomy program titles.
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What words are hidden in the snowballs? Letters are not scrambled and words go clockwise.



Geauga Park District
9160 Robinson Road
Chardon, OH 44024-9148

Find your adventure

Printed on paper using  
10% post-consumer waste 

www.geaugaparkdistrict.org
440-286-9516

IN ONE OF YOUR
27 OPEN PARKS!

SundaysSundays  Noon-Noon- 44 PMPM  
March 5, 12 & 19March 5, 12 & 19

Swine Creek Reservation  Swine Creek Reservation  
in Middlefieldin Middlefield

Geauga Park District’s  Geauga Park District’s  
Annual Sugaring CelebrationAnnual Sugaring Celebration

Park Property: Swine Creek Reservation, Nassau Astronomical  
Station, Orchard Hills Park, Welton’s Gorge

Something Cold: snow, night, outside, wind
Backyard Bird: sparrow, nuthatch, owl, woodpecker

Thing in the Night Sky: star, nebula, Orion, Worm Moon of March
Snowball Words: blizzard, cardinal, sugaring, snowbelt

Details on  
page 14


