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• Registration is required in advance for 
limited enrollment programs on a first 
come, first served basis. Registration 
can be completed online or at  
440-286-9516.

• Programs may be cancelled in the event 
of severe weather or a storm warning.

Fully Wheelchair/Stroller Accessible

Nature’s Not To Be Missed 
Program focused on unique encounters with Nature

Nature Scopes - Program recommended 
for our fifth-grade Nature Scopes students

SPRING PROGRAMS on pages 8-13
• Programs are generally free of charge; those with fees 

are noted. Payment of fees must be made at the time of 
registration with a credit/debit card.

• Registration fees are refundable up to five days prior to 
the event, or if the Park District cancels the program.

• If you or a member of your family has special needs, 
please call the Park District regarding available accessibility 
accommodations.

UPCOMING EVENTS Mark your calendars!
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Geauga Gems Trekking Series Program 
Fulfills one of the naturalist-led requirements toward 
your Trekking Series reward

All public programs and special events are subject to change or be cancelled. 
Geauga Park District will continue to follow current state guidelines for COVID-19 safety. 
Please check our website for updates before heading out.

Virtual Program 
Register and receive a login to participate from home

at The West Woods Nature Center
View old sap buckets, once used in Geauga Park District’s 
sugarbush, that have been transformed into works of art!

On display through April 28
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Headwaters Park’s kayak & canoe borrowing begins Friday, June 3.

Please watch our website for opening day details on Claridon 
Woodlands’ high ropes course as they become available.

ROPES  
& BOATS
Visit website under News & Updates 
for details & restrictions 

A great way to spend  A great way to spend  
a summer evening!a summer evening!

Long Time Gone 6/11
Big North Band 7/9
Erie Heights Brass  
Ensemble 8/20

Nights Out  Nights Out  
in the Parksin the Parks
Nights Out  
in the Parks

Outdoor movie nights at Observatory Park;  
activities begin at 8 PM, movies at dark

Captain America: The First Avenger 
(PG-13) 6/18

Jurassic Park (PG-13) 7/23

Raya and the Last Dragon (PG) 8/13

Amphitheater concerts at  
Big Creek Park; 7 - 8:30 PM

Saturday, April 23  •  Veterans Legacy Woods 
Register for a 15-minute time slot between noon & 2 PM
Join us as natural resource management staff and some 
wildlife experts hand out free native tree and wildflowers, an 
activity for children, and information on caring for the Earth. 
Sign up per car, not per person. Details on page 8.

EARTH DAY
Drive-throughDrive-through

with Natural Resource 
Management

Sunday, June 12 • The West Woods
Challenge yourself to this one-of-a-kind trail run through wooded 
hills — cave garb encouraged! Details on page 12. 

Register ahead & save at http://bit.ly/2022cavemancrawl
& 1-Mile Fun Walk Registration 7 AM • Costume Contest 8:30 AM • Race/Walk 9 AM



A seasonal guide to the programs, special  
events and news of Geauga Park District

BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS

The mission of Geauga Park District is 
to preserve, conserve and protect the 

natural features of Geauga County 
and to provide outdoor recreational 

experiences to our residents of every age, 
every ability and at all times of the year.

Daily 6 AM - 11 PM

Big Creek Park’s Donald W. Meyer Center  
is open weekdays 10 AM - 4:30 PM 

The West Woods Nature Center 
is open daily 10 AM - 4:30 PM

Observatory Park is open daily till 1 AM from  
Memorial Day to Labor Day and till 11 PM 

from Labor Day to Memorial Day; its 
Robert McCullough Science Center 
and Oberle Observatory are open 

2nd & 4th Fridays & Saturdays of each month  
6 - 11 PM and every other Sunday  

of each month 1 - 4 PM 
 

The Maple Highlands Trail  
is open daily dawn till dusk

Burton Wetlands Nature Preserve  
is open daily 6 AM - 9 PM

For more information on your 
parks, programs or events 

Phone: 440-286-9516,  
Fax: 440-214-3032

www.geaugaparkdistrict.org 
info@geaugaparkdistrict.com

Park Mission

Dates and times are subject to change. Find the current schedule 
on our website under About GPD, or call 440-286-9516.

John Oros

Mario Innocenzi

Executive Director

Park Board Meetings

PARKEXPLORER

Park Hours
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Howard Bates Ray Guarino

Dear Geauga County Friends & Neighbors,

Our new year is off to an exciting start. To better manage our resources 
now and in the future, we are off and running with a new fiscal 
officer and treasurer in Jennifer Pae. Since our inception in 1961, our 
organization had utilized the resources of the Geauga County auditor 
to assist in managing funds. But when the auditor’s office began to 
apply unnecessary roadblocks, and wasted time consistently affected 
the day-to-day efficiency of our operations, it was time for a change. 
Jennifer quickly solidified our financial processes. We are excited to 
have her at the helm of our fiscal operations.

Geauga Park District continues to deliver on our promise to make 
your park lands and Nature more accessible than ever. In January, 
we opened the new lodge at Swine Creek Reservation. A new canoe, 
kayak and boat launch at Eldon Russell Park awaits you this spring. 
And we re-opened Veterans Legacy Woods, with a new loop trail open 
now and many other improvements debuting soon.

We also have been seeking out positive collaborative working 
relationships within our county to benefit residents. Currently we are 
working with the Geauga County Board of Elections to make park 
facilities accessible to voters. Claridon Woodlands and The West 
Woods Nature Center are already polling locations, but we are hoping 
to bring Veterans Legacy Woods on board as a polling location as well. 
May 3 will be the next opportunity for residents to vote at one of these 
parks. We hope these visits spark your interest to come back and visit 
us often.

Whether you are eagerly anticipating a reservation for your next 
family gathering at Swine Creek Lodge, or you plan to utilize the new 
boat launch at Eldon Russell Park to float the upper Cuyahoga River 
and experience the spring songbird migration, your parks are waiting 
for you this spring. Come enjoy everything your Geauga Park District 
has to offer!

John Oros

From the Desk of 

        THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Pat Preston Linda Smallwood
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A duck bobbing for dinner. A snake sunning himself. A 
hum of peepers. A chickadee eating from my hand. A hawk 
catching and plucking his dinner.

What makes a park a park? Memories. And that’s what we 
seniors are looking for. You’ll find this and more when you 
come out and experience our Geauga parks.

Let’s start simply – come out to The West Woods and sit 
and enjoy the birds at the feeders. Red birds. Blue birds. 
Brown birds. Soon you’ll want to know who these birds 
are. Besides field guides and other guides, you’ll have 
the chance to meet a friendly staff person, like Grace 
or Kathleen, who’ll help you identify different species. 

By Clara Kievets

FEATURING PARK FRIENDS

From One Senior to Others: 

Making Memories  
in Your Parks



Sometimes you can even talk to a 
naturalist who’ll help you out.

After birdwatching, you can check 
out a Nature-inspired art show. 
These shows have been put together 
by Teresa Runion, who has retired, 
but Holly Sauder will be taking over.

We seniors come from different 
backgrounds, but we find common 
ground in our parks. Each park has 
its own personality, and you enjoy 
them for different reasons. We look 
to our parks to fill our minds, our 
souls – a new vision. And along the 
way, our naturalists help us out.

Another program for seniors is 
Elderberries (along with University 
Hospitals and Dawn). These 
programs are varied and so very 
interesting. Perhaps you’ll “meet” 
John Muir, learn how maple syrup is 
made, or take a wagon ride at Swine 
Creek. The subjects are endless – 
and free – and all you have to do 
is register – painless! You’ll meet a 
lot of seniors like you who want to 
learn more about Nature.

Then you might want to sign up to 
be a volunteer – also painless. All 
ages are involved, and you can do 
as little or as much as you want to. 
You can work with Jann Glove, who 
takes Astrotots to space and back, 
and Nora the Explorer, who takes 
Timbertots around various parks.

If you’d like to get into walking and 
hiking, there are many ways to do 
it, from easy to challenging. Perhaps 
you can join Geauga Walkers on a 
one-mile walk.

At Observatory Park and Nassau 
Astronomical Station, both on Clay 
Street in Montville, you’ll meet 
Chris, who directs programs from 
daytime to all night long. He is so 
enthusiastic about space and what’s 
going on.

Ladies – Nature Break Women’s 
Retreats are good for all ages. We 
have such a good time kayaking, 
snowshoeing, crafting and 
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exercising. It’s a morning not to be 
missed.

Dragonflies – Naturalist Linda is an 
expert in identifying them.

Butterflies – the staff tags them and 
sends them off to Mexico during 
The Great Geauga County Fair at our 
building in the Natural Resources 
Area.

Explore the parks at your pace. 
That’s what’s so nice about the 
parks – you do it on your own.

Or start with our quarterly guide as 
to the variety of programs available.

I have memories that will last me a 
lifetime and I’m still piling them up. 
I even just helped Chief Naturalist 
John (as John Muir) by being his 
daughter – wow! And I regularly 
help Jann, Nora, Karie and Linda in 
their programs.

So, seniors, lace those shoes, dress 
appropriately – you’ll never regret 
taking that first step.

This article is a love letter to the 
late Marsha Simon, who started 
me on this road, and Carol Gwirtz, 
who is my weekly roadie. Always a 
pleasure.

I hope, seniors, you get the idea: I 
love our parks and those who work 
in them.

Clara Kievets is a 50-year 
resident of Bainbridge Twp. 
and 12-year volunteer with 
Geauga Park District. She 
was a school teacher for 35 
years and loved it, but says 
she loves the parks even more. 
Her favorite is The West 
Woods, where she enjoys 
the change of scenery with 
weekly walks. She is also an 
avid reader and volunteer 
at Geauga County Public 
Library’s Bainbridge Branch.

About the Author



Sunnybrook Preserve is a 73-acre park in 
Chester Township that was maintained for 
horticultural purposes for much of the 20th 
century. The property is characterized by its 
rolling terrain formed by glacial deposits, 
creating beautiful winding trails with expansive 
forest views. The property is primarily forest, 
which attracts numerous species of wildlife. 
Also here is a unique wetland called a fen. This 
wetland is characterized by a shrub/meadow 
habitat fed by cold, alkaline springs seeping 
through gravel deposits.

We have been excited to share that 
Sunnybrook Preserve was part of a stream 
restoration project in 2020, fully funded by 
an Ohio EPA Source 319 Grant with help 
from Chagrin River Watershed Partners. 
Approximately 500 linear feet was restored 

to stabilize the streambanks and allow 
the stream to better access the 

floodplain. The quality of the 
stream habitat was also 

improved. Its cool waters 
host populations of 

pollution-sensitive fishes 
such as Redside Dace and 
Southern Redbelly Dace.

Enjoy Sunnybrook Lodge 
year-round with an 
enclosed space adjacent 
to an open-air shelter 

area wth a fireplace. 
Recreation areas include 

horseshoe pits, a bocce 
court and tetherball.

Besides the Woodland and 
Jumping Mouse Trails that venture 

into the forested property, this park’s 
Overlook Trail is a short walk from the parking 

lot, easy and quick to reach, yet feels like 
you’re deep in the forest as the deck leads you 
out among the trees. Also from the parking 
lot, the paved Pine Ridge Trail circles behind 
Sunnybrook Lodge and previews the character 
and beauty of the park in a short distance. Four 
trails total 1.64 miles. Enjoy!

Park Spotlight Spend Some Time  Spend Some Time  
at Sunnybrook Preserveat Sunnybrook Preserve
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As you walk along 
Pine Ridge Trail, 
which loops behind 
the lodge, be sure 
to look up at the 
conifer forest 
for an impressive 
view of Nature. 
Benches along 
the trail also 
overlook drop-
offs that look out 
into the forest. 

Field Notes:
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Let Nature Inspire Your Writing
Enter Geauga Park District’s 27th Annual Nature Writing Contest

POETRY & PROSE • 3 AGE CATEGORIES • GET PUBLISHED! • WIN $ PRIZES!
This year’s deadline is Earth Day, Friday, April 22, for writers of  
all ages to submit a Nature-inspired poem, prose piece, or 
both. Get your application at http://bit.ly/gpdnwc2022 or at 
The West Woods Nature Center, Big Creek Park’s Meyer Center, 
or your favorite Geauga library.

In addition to cash prizes, winners will be published in our 
Nature Writer’s Chapbook and online, and be invited to 
attend a special winners coffeehouse celebration at Claridon 
Woodlands with family, friends and peers. Good luck!

Geauga Park District is thrilled to 
announce a very exciting award for 
Geauga County — a $1,166,575 
restoration grant from the Ohio EPA, with 
assistance from Chagrin River Watershed 
Partners, to restore streams and forests 
at Veterans Legacy Woods in Newbury/
Burton townships. Work funded by this 
grant will help restore the property to 
a more natural habitat after years of 
being maintained as Wicked Woods Golf 
Course.

Veterans Legacy Woods is comprised of 
180 acres within the upper West Branch 
of the Cuyahoga River watershed. This 
section of the Cuyahoga River is a “good” 
quality stream system that is rich in both 
aquatic flora and fauna. Restoring these 
streams, riparian corridor and forested 
habitats will be critical to improving 
water quality and prevent the loss of 
biological diversity.

The Upper Cuyahoga is a well known 
hotspot of rare and listed plant and 
animal species, with some of the best 
wetland complexes in Ohio. Given 
this sensitivity, it is a high priority to 
restore degraded areas by planting 
native vegetation, restoring eroding 
banks, and addressing hydrological 
alterations.

The project also includes the removal 
of two pond dams, which will improve 
water quality and restore natural stream 

processes. Geauga Park District Park 
Biologist Paul Pira documented that 
these dams raised the downstream water 
temperature, so removing them will 
help maintain cooler summer stream 
temperatures and restore natural stream 
processes flowing into the West Branch 
of the Cuyahoga River.

To be noted is an extremely unique 
and major component of this project: 
creating 1,500 linear feet of new 
coldwater streams for the specific 
purpose of introducing native Ohio 

brook trout (Salvelinus fontinalis), a 
state-designated threatened (soon to 
be endangered) species. Currently, only 
three viable/self-sustaining populations 
of native brook trout remain in the 
entirety of Ohio — all three stream 
locations proudly protected, owned 
and managed by Geauga Park District. 
These fish have been the focus of a 
long-standing cooperative conservation 
and reintroduction effort by the Ohio 
Division of Wildlife, which has included 
other key partners over the years.

Lastly, five acres of former golf course 
fairway will be reforested with native 
trees and shrubs, providing shaded 
stream and wetland environments. 
Over time, these plantings will help 
stabilize the streambanks, prevent 
pollution from entering, and shade 
nearby streams, keeping them cool for 
aquatic species.

Unique Stream 
Restoration Project - 

$1,166,575 from the Ohio 
EPA’s WRRSP (Water 

Resource Restoration 
Sponsorship Program) 

Veterans Legacy Woods Restoration Veterans Legacy Woods Restoration 
Receives Grant Funding from Ohio EPAReceives Grant Funding from Ohio EPA

This tributary of the West Branch of the Cuyahoga River is among those to be restored. - Photo by Paul Pira

Ohio Brook Trout “Brookie” - Photo by Paul Pira



Nassau Astronomy  
Night with CVAS 
Saturday, April 16, 8-11 PM 
Observatory Park, 
Nassau Astronomical Station
Join Chagrin Valley Astronomical Society to take in 
the wonders of the night sky! A limited number will 
be permitted inside the building at a time, which 
may result in a wait to enter. Cancelled if cloudy.

Full Moon Hike:  
The Frog Moon 
Saturday, April 16, 8-9:30 PM 
Observatory Park, 
Robert McCullough Science Center
The night is alive with the sound of frogs this 
month! Explore springtime calls during this level, 
1.5-mile night hike. Then observe the rising full 
moon, weather permitting. Registration required.

Family Fun Exploration 
Monday, April 18, 10 AM-Noon &  
1-3 PM, Claridon Woodlands,  
Judge Lester Taylor Lodge
Off school? Families can spend time outdoors on a 
fun scavenger hunt exploring Nature while earning 
prizes! Registration required for all attending. 
Drop in any time during program hours to pick up a 
scavenger hunt. Mostly outdoors; dress accordingly. 
Two levels: 5 and under or 6+. Staff can assist.

Spring Gems Walk 
Wednesday, April 20, 8:30-10 AM 
Big Creek Park, Tupelo Pond 
Entrance on Ravenna Rd
Join Naturalist Renell for an early morning walk on 
the Creek Trail to see what the season has to offer. 
Registration required.

Elderberries: Spring 
Wildflower Folklore 
Thursday, April 21, 9-11:30 AM 
Big Creek Park, Deep Woods Lodge
Join the Geauga County Department on Aging 
and University Hospitals Geauga Medical Center 
for breakfast and a spring wildflower folklore 
presentation, then venture outside for a wildflower 
stroll to search for blooms. Registration required.

Earth Day Drive-Through 
Saturday, April 23, 12 PM, 12:15 PM,  
12:30 PM, 12:45 PM, 1 PM, 1:15 PM,  
1:30 PM & 1:45 PM, Veterans Legacy Woods
An outdoor event where wildlife and conservation 
experts will hand out free native trees, wildflowers, 
children’s activities, and information to engage 
the general public on caring for the Earth. 
Registration required for your vehicle, not the 
number of people inside. Come at your registered 
15 minute session only. 

How to Geocache 101
Sunday, April 24, 1-3:30 PM 
Big Creek Park, Meyer Center
Ever wonder what geocaching is or how to play? 
Cover the basics of this real-world adventure 
treasure-hunting game. Program both on and off 
trail, so dress accordingly with sturdy foot gear. 
We’ll find a few caches and plant a few more. 
Registration required.

West Woods  
Backcountry Hike 
Friday, April 8, 1-3 PM 
The West Woods
On and off trail hike with a naturalist discovering 
springtime natural history. Includes hills, ravines, 
stream crossings and mud. Dress for the weather; 
shoes may get wet. Registration required

Ice-off Waterfowl  
Trip: Mosquito Lake 
Saturday, April 9, 8-11 AM 
Mosquito Creek Wildlife Area
Let’s caravan to explore some birding hotspots 
for waterfowl. Dress for the weather and bring 
binoculars or scope, camera, water and snack. 
Directions provided. Registration required.

Signs of the Season 
Morning Walk 
Saturday, April 9, 8:30-10 AM 
Claridon Woodlands
Enjoy a leisurely stroll as we discover spring 
things along the way. Dress for the weather with 
sturdy shoes. Registration required.

Egg Hunt: Nature Style 
Saturday, April 9, 1-3 PM 
The West Woods, Nature Center
Drop in any time during these hours to celebrate 
spring by following clues indoors and out to 
hidden eggs and fun facts. Find them all and get 
a prize! Scavenger hunts for both preschool and 
school-age children. Registration required.

Geauga Gems Bird Walk 
Sunday, April 10, 9:30-10:30 AM 
The West Woods
Bring binoculars and let’s see what species of 
birds we find on this short hike. Dress for the 
weather. Registration required.

Warbler Warm-up 
Sunday, April 10, 2-4 PM 
The West Woods, Nature Center
Learn techniques for IDing common spring 
warblers using color patterns, habitat, behaviors 
and song. For novice to intermediate birders. 
Program hand-outs emailed upon request. A 
collaboration with the Audubon Society of 
Greater Cleveland. Registration required. 

Waking Wildflower Walk 
Thursday, April 14, 9-10:30 AM 
Headwaters Park, Rt. 322 Parking Lot
Enjoy a walk to find early blooming spring 
wildflowers along wooded trail and wetland 
areas. Registration required.

Bald Eagle Hike 
Saturday, April 16, 10 AM-Noon & 
1-3 PM, Headwaters Park, Boathouse
Learn amazing facts about Bald Eagles and hike 
to an active nest, rain or shine, hopefully to 
observe eagle activity! Must be able to hike 2 
miles over rolling terrain. Registration required.

Basket Weaving for Kids 
Friday, April 1, 9 AM-Noon 
Swine Creek Reservation, Lodge
Fee: $15 Geauga residents, $23 out-of-county residents

Kids 10-15 can try their hand at weaving a small 
basket. Register only the participating child. 
Adults stay for program. Registration required.

Family Campfire Safety 
Saturday, April 2, 10 AM-Noon 
The Rookery, Great Blue Heron Lodge 
Learn to properly maintain and extinguish fires, 
watch a few fire-building demos, and roast a 
marshmallow or two. Registration required.

Geauga Gems  
Trekking Series Hike 
Saturday, April 2, 2-3 PM 
Sunnybrook Preserve
Hike at least 3 miles over hilly terrain, rain 
or shine, on this naturalist-led hike. Dress 
accordingly; bring water. Registration required.

Nature Explorers: 
Amphibian Awakening
(Ages 6-11 w/adult)  
Sunday, April 3, 1:30-3 PM 
The West Woods, Nature Center
Frogs and salamanders are back! Outdoors; 
dress for the weather. Adult must register and 
attend with child. Registration required.

Geauga Skywatchers:  
50th Anniversary of the  
Centaur Upper Stage
Monday, April 4, 6:30-7:30 PM 
Virtual program
Space-related presentations for grades 6-12, 
but anyone can join. Registration required at 
https://divi.geaugalibrary.net/?page_id=41076, 
presented with Geauga County Public Library.

Waterfowl Watch 
Tuesday, April 5, 8-10 AM 
Headwaters Park, Rt. 608 Parking Lot 
View migrating waterfowl on the tranquil 
waters of this beautiful lake. Bring binoculars. 
Registration required.

Wildflower Wander 
Tuesday, April 5, 10:30 AM-12:30 PM 
Headwaters Park, Rt. 322 Parking Lot
Wander along the trail with a naturalist in search 
of early spring wildflowers to learn their natural 
history and folklore. Registration required.

Skydance: Flight  
of the Woodcock! 
Wednesday, April 6, 7:30-8:30 PM 
Burton Wetlands Nature Preserve
Get a behind-the-bushes look at the courtship 
antics of one unique bird, the American 
Woodcock, highlighted by its amazing “sky 
dance” with “wing song” and careening descent. 
Registration required.

     Adventure/Discovery       Arts       Astronomy       Kids       Seniors
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Registration begins at 10 AM on March 20 for Geauga residents  
and March 27 for others. Sign up online or by calling 440-286-9516.
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Birding for Beginners 
Thursday, April 28, 10 AM-Noon 
Eldon Russell Park, Horwath’s Landing
New to birding? Learn basics of bird identification 
on this slow-paced walk. Leader will assist with 
observation and identification. Binoculars available 
to borrow. Registration required.

Inclusive Experience: 
Springtime Exploration 
Thursday, April 28, 10:30-11:30 AM 
Claridon Woodlands, Lodge
Special for adults in the developmental disability 
community! A naturalist-led walk in search of 
signs of spring and Nature’s hidden treasures. 
Registration required for all participants.

Maple Town Tune Traders
Thursday, April 28, 7-9:30 PM 
The West Woods, Nature Center
Singers and musicians present short performances 
followed by a jam session. All musical genres, 
instruments and musicianship levels welcome. 
Come to play, sing, or simply enjoy as audience. 
Registration required.

The Sky Tonight  
Planetarium Show 
Sunday, April 24, 2-2:45 PM, 3-3:45 PM 
Observatory Park, 
Robert McCullough Science Center
Learn about what to watch for in the night 
sky this week. Register for only one 45-minute 
session. Registration required.

Horseback Trail Ride
Tuesday, April 26, 10 AM-Noon (Walk & 
Trot) & 1-3:30 PM (Walk Only) 
The West Woods, Horse Trailer Lot
Join a naturalist for a trail ride, enjoying spring 
wildflowers and Nature lore from a seat in the 
saddle. Must trailer your horse and bring a 
shovel for clean up after your horse. Helmets 
recommended. Anticipate hills, gravel, bridge and 
stream crossings. Register for one or both rides 
with a lunch in between. Registration required.
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All programs and special events are subject to change or be cancelled. 
Please check our website for updates before heading out. 

Geauga Park District will continue to follow current state guidelines for COVID-19 safety.

Welton’s Gorge  
Backcountry Ravine 
Exploration
Sunday, April 3 & Saturday, April 23 
9-11:30 AM, Welton’s Gorge
A strenuous off-trail hike into a rocky woodland 
ravine to discover deep rock ledges, cool 
streams, salamanders and other unique features. 
Must be able to hike without assistance off-trail 
in rugged terrain. Held rain or shine. Dress for 
the weather. Wear sturdy shoes with good 
traction that can get wet. Bring a walking stick. 
Registration required.

Geauga Walkers 
Tuesdays, April 5, 1-2:30 PM 
Headwaters Park, Rt. 322 Parking Lot
Tuesday, April 19, 1-2:30 PM 
The Rookery
Hikes for active seniors 1 to 1 ½ miles long. 
Naturalist led. Call Geauga Senior Center for full 
schedule: 440-279-2167. Registration required.

Space Telescopes 
Friday, April 8, 7-8 PM, Observatory Park, 
Robert McCullough Science Center
Friday, April 22, 7-8 PM 
Virtual program
Get the story of space telescopes, from Uhuru 
to Chandra to the James Webb Space Telescope! 
Plus, learn how you can join in studying space 
telescope imagery. Weather permitting, we’ll 
finish with night-sky viewing using park 
telescopes until 11 PM. April 22 is online via 
Zoom; register for the program and receive a 
link to join. Registration required.

 
Night Sky Viewing 
Fridays & Saturdays April 8, 9, 22 & 23  
8-11 PM, Observatory Park, Robert 
McCullough Science Center
If skies are clear, observe the night sky through 
the Oberle telescope and other telescopes 
spaced out around the plaza. Planetarium 
presentation if cloudy.

RECURRING PROGRAMS
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Annual Spring  
Bird Walk Series 
Sundays, 7:30-9:30 AM 
April 10, Burton Wetlands 
April 17, Frohring Meadows 
April 24, The Rookery
Spot a variety of birds as they return to prime 
breeding habitat during spring migration. 
Experienced leaders will assist participants 
with observation and identification. Dress for 
the weather; bring binoculars and bird guide. 
Registration required.

Nature Journaling:  
Nature Sounds 
Sunday, April 10, 2:30-5 PM 
Monday, April 11, 9:30 AM-Noon 
Swine Creek Reservation, Lodge
Fee: $20 Geauga residents, $24 out-of-county residents

Attend this monthly series to learn basic journaling 
techniques and record your Nature observations. 
Our inspiration this month will be sounds of 
Nature. Partially outdoors. Taking photos is 
optional. One-time registration fee includes a 
journal, pen and pencil. Registration required by 
phone only.

Birding  
for Early Birds 
Tuesday, April 19, 8-10 AM 
Welton’s Gorge
Tuesday April 26, 8-10 AM 
Holbrook Hollows
Thursday, April 28, 7:30-9:30 AM 
Eldon Russell Park
Spot a variety of birds as they return to prime 
breeding habitat during spring migration. 
Experienced leaders will assist participants with 
observation and identification. Dress for the 
weather and bring binoculars. Registration 
required.

Nature Trek Fitness Hike 
Friday, April 29, 6:30-8 PM 
The Rookery
Let’s move it, people! Burn off those calories 
on this fitness hike, learning some cool Nature 
facts along the way. Participants must be able 
to hike at least 3 miles. Held rain or shine, so 
dress accordingly and bring water. Registration 
required.

Landscaping for  
Wildlife: Wildflowers 
Saturday, April 30, 10 AM-Noon 
Swine Creek Reservation, Lodge
Interested in making your yard more wildlife 
friendly? Learn what wildflowers and other 
plantings will benefit the wild critters from 
birds to insects and everything in between. 
Then we’ll take a hike and see what’s in bloom. 
Registration required.

Landscaping for  
Wildlife: Lesser Celandine,  
An Undesirable Beauty 
Friday & Sunday, April 22 & 24, 1-2 PM 
Orchard Hills Park, Lodge
Lesser celandine is an invasive, aggressive 
menace to wildflowers, gardens and lawns in 
your neighborhood. Learn how to get rid of this 
plant, benefit your local wildlife, and help spread 
the word among your neighbors. This program is 
part of our Landscaping for Wildlife Series. You 
must register for the hike separately. Registration 
required.

Landscaping for  
Wildlife: Wildflowers &  
Invasives Backcountry Hike 
Friday & Sunday, April 22 & 24, 2-4:30 PM
Orchard Hills Park, Lodge 
Take an off-trail hike into woodland ravines to 
enjoy native spring wildflowers and view the 
invasive, aggressive lesser celandine that threatens 
to choke out native flowers. Must be capable of 
hiking several miles on rugged, potentially wet 
terrain. Dress for the weather and wear sturdy 
boots with good traction that can get wet. Walking 
stick recommended. You must register for the 
indoor program separately. This program is part of 
our Landscaping for Wildlife series. Registration 
required.

Timbertots:  
Spring Things (Ages 3-5 w/adult) 
Friday, April 29, 10-11 AM & 1-2 PM 
The West Woods, Nature Center
Saturday, April 30, 10-11 AM & 1-2 PM 
Big Creek Park, Meyer Center
Join Nora the Explorer to discover the wonderful 
Nature that awakens each spring! Partially 
outdoors, weather permitting, so dress accordingly. 
Registration required for all in attendance 
including adults and siblings.
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Spring Exploration of  
the Upper Chagrin Preserve
Saturday, May 7, 10 AM-Noon 
Upper Chagrin Preserve
A challenging backcountry hike to see wildflowers 
carpet the wetlands and vernal pools filled with 
aquatic life. Dress for the weather with sturdy, 
waterproof footwear. Parking directions provided 
to registrants. Registration required.

Tea & Wildflowers 
Saturday, May 7, 10-11:30 AM 
Headwaters Park, Boathouse
A fun and informative talk on wildflowers while 
enjoying a variety of teas and pastries. Then 
go on a short hike to look at the wildflowers in 
bloom. Held rain or shine. Registration required.

Buckeye Trail  
Highlight Hike 
Sunday, May 8, 1-2:30 PM 
Eldon Russell Park
The Buckeye Trail is nearly 1,444 miles long 
winding around Ohio. Visit a Park District park 
that follows the Blue Blazes! Must be able to hike 
2 miles. Held rain or shine, so dress accordingly 
and bring water. Registration required.

Toddler Time: Sensing  
the Spring (Ages 1-2 w/adult) 
Wednesday, May 11, 10-11 AM 
Beartown Lakes Reservation, North Point
Experience Nature with your little one as we see, 
smell and touch springtime in the park. Strollers 
and carriers welcome. Registration required for 
all attending including adults and siblings.

Welton’s Gorge Bird Sit 
Saturday, May 14, 6:30-11 AM 
Welton’s Gorge
Come anytime during program hours and sit on 
the observation deck with a naturalist for as long 
as you’d like. We’ll record the birds we see or 
hear. Bring a chair and binoculars, a camera, and 
whatever you need to be comfortable. Dress for 
the weather. Cancelled if heavy rain or storms.

Astrotots XL: Our  
Great Eight (Ages 6-11 w/adult) 
Saturday, May 14, 9:30-10:30 AM 
Observatory Park, 
Robert McCullough Science Center
Discover dwarf and exoplanets together, with a 
focus on becoming better acquainted with the 
eight great planets in our solar system! Read and 
bring a book about your favorite planet and earn 
a way-cool space sticker! Registration required 
for all attending including adults and siblings.

Holbrook Heron Hike 
Sunday, May 15, 1-4 PM 
Holbrook Hollows
A seven-mile hike out and back  
to the Chagrin River site of a nesting colony of 
Great Blue Herons. Enjoy birds and wildflowers 
along the trail en route to the river floodplain. 
Bring water and snacks. Registration required.

Total Lunar Eclipse 
Sunday, May 15, 10:30 PM, through 
Monday, May 16, 2 AM, Observatory Park
Eclipse begins at 10:30 PM Sunday and wraps up 
by 2 AM Monday morning. Come anytime during 
program hours. The most dramatic part is from 10:30 
PM to midnight, when the moon will pass into Earth’s 
shadow.

World Migratory Bird  
Day Evening Bird Walk 
Monday, May 16, 7:30-9:30 PM 
Observatory Park
Learn about the importance of dark skies for bird 
migration as we hike and listen for migratory birds. 
Weather permitting, we’ll also have a telescope 
focused on the moon and maybe see some birds in 
their migratory journey. Registration required.

Blackbrook Audubon:  
Restoring Geauga County’s 
Streams & Wetlands for Wildlife 
Tuesday, May 17, 7-8:30 PM, Big Creek Park, 
Meyer Center (with virtual option)
Blackbrook Audubon Society hosts Park Biologist Paul 
Pira presenting about the restoration of wildlife habitat 
on over 3,000 feet of stream and 11 acres of wetlands 
at Sunnybrook Preserve and Bass Lake Preserve. 
Registration required; virtual options available.

Landscaping for  
Wildlife: Water Gardening 
Wednesday, May 18, 7-8:30 PM 
Holbrook Hollows, Lodge
Learn how to add water to your landscape – from 
simple birdbaths to a small pond. This indoor 
presentation will be followed by an outdoor hike 
around the lodge area. Registration required.

Elderberries:  
Morning Bird Walk 
Thursday, May 19, 9-11:30 AM 
Frohring Meadows, Katydid Lodge
Join the Geauga County Department on Aging and 
University Hospitals Geauga Medical Center for 
breakfast and walk with a naturalist to look for 
birds that have returned during spring migration. 
Registration required. 

Winging It & 
Wine Bird Walk 
Thursday, May 19, 7-9:30 PM, LaLeure Winery
See the bird diversity on the LaLeure Winery property 
situated in the Grand River watershed. This wonderful 
property has pristine habitats that are beneficial to 
migratory birds. Start with a walk and end at the 
winery’s tasting room. Wine and soft drinks will 
be available for purchase; bring your own snacks. 
Registration required.

Eco Printing Workshop 
Friday, May 20, 6-8:30 PM 
The West Woods, Nature Center
Fee: $38 Geauga residents, $42 out-of-county residents

Learn a form of natural dying utilizing plant materials 
and direct contact printing to draw pigments from 
plants for interesting marks on fibers, which are 
transferred via heat press. Create a silk scarf. No 
experience necessary. Dress for mess and bring 6-12 
leaves for experimentation. Registration required. 

Campfire Cooking:  
Pie Irons 
Sunday, May 1, 3-4:30 PM 
The Rookery, Lodge 
Learn a new skill and get inspired for your next 
camping adventure! Together we’ll create tiny 
personal pizzas over a campfire using pie irons. 
Registration required.

Afternoon Bird Walk 
Sunday, May 1, 3-5 PM 
Observatory Park
Spot a variety of birds returning to prime breeding 
habitat during spring migration. Experienced 
leaders will assist participants with observation 
and identification. Dress for the weather; bring 
binoculars. Registration required.

Early Morning Hike 
Monday, May 2, 8-9:30 AM 
Veterans Legacy Woods 
Join a naturalist for an early morning  
hike to get your heart pumping in this beautiful 
setting. Anticipate very hilly terrain. Registration 
required. 

Geauga Skywatchers:  
Topic TBD
Monday, May 2, 6:30-7:30 PM 
Geauga County Public Library, 
Chardon Branch
Join us for a monthly space-related presentation! 
Designed for grades 6-12 but anyone can join. 
Registration required at https://divi.geaugalibrary.
net/?page_id=41076, presented with the Geauga 
County Public Library.

Homeschool Days: 
Moon & Planets (Ages 5-7 & 8-12)
Friday, May 6, 1:30-3:30 PM 
Observatory Park, 
Robert McCullough Science Center
Discover fascinating facts about the moon and 
planets with a planetarium show and fun activities. 
Adults may attend or drop off children with signed 
waivers. Registration required for all attending 
including adults and siblings.

Meet the Artists:  
Brittany Selfe Paynter
Friday, May 6, 7-9 PM 
The West Woods, Nature Center
Inspired by her surroundings in nature and the 
vast array of colors and forms found there—view 
her works including charcoal, oil paint, watercolor 
and ceramics. On display through July 24.

Kayak Float 
Saturday, May 7, 9-11 AM 
Headwaters Park, Boathouse 
Enjoy a beautiful paddle around East Branch 
Reservoir in search of wildlife. Previous kayaking 
experience required. Dress for the weather. 
Cancelled the day prior if the forecast predicts 
inclement weather. Registration required 
beginning April 30.

MAY
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Registration begins at 10 AM on March 20 for Geauga residents  
and March 27 for others. Sign up online or by calling 440-286-9516.
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Night Sky Viewing 
Friday & Saturday, May 13 & 14, 8-11 PM 
Friday & Saturday, May 27 & 28, 9-11 PM 
Observatory Park
If skies are clear, observe the night sky through the 
Oberle telescope and other telescopes around the 
plaza. Planetarium presentation if cloudy.

Horseback Trail Ride
Monday, May 16 & Sunday, May 29 
10 AM-Noon (Walk & Trot) & 1-3:30 PM 
(Walk Only), Holbrook Hollows
Join a naturalist for a trail ride, enjoying spring 
woodlands and the connection to Cleveland 
Metroparks from a seat in the saddle. Must trailer 
your horse and bring a shovel for clean up after 
your horse. Helmets recommended. Anticipate hills, 
stream crossings, bridges, a boardwalk and a stretch 
of roadside riding. Register for one or both rides with 
a lunch in between. Registration required.

Timbertots: What’s  
the Weather? (Ages 3-5 w/adult) 
Wednesday, May 25, 10-11 AM &  
1-2 PM, Frohring Meadows
Saturday, May 28, 10-11 AM & 1-2 PM 
Bass Lake Preserve
Explore the world of weather with hands on activities 
and fun! Partially outdoors, weather permitting, so 
dress accordingly. Registration required for all in 
attendance including adults and siblings.

Astrotots: Planet Pals 
(Ages 3-5 w/adult) 
Friday, May 13, 9:30-10:30 AM,  
11 AM-Noon & 1-2 PM, 
Saturday, May 14,  
11:30 AM-12:30 PM & 1-2PM
Observatory Park, 
Robert McCullough Science Center
Time to meet the other worlds in our solar system! 
Come discover what our neighbors in space look 
like and how YOU can see them from your own 
backyard! Commander Melvin will have all the 
supplies ready for another “out of this world” 
make-and-take craft. Registration required for  
all attending including adults and siblings.

20 Things 
to See on the Moon 
Friday, May 13, 7-8 PM, Observatory Park, 
Robert McCullough Science Center
Friday, May 27 
Virtual program
Get the details on the moon’s best sights for 
just about any day of the “moon-th.” Weather 
permitting, we’ll finish with night-sky viewing 
using park telescopes until 11 PM. May 27 is online 
via Zoom; register for the program and receive a 
link to join. Registration required. 

 

Annual Spring  
Bird Walk Series 
Sundays, 7:30-9:30 AM 
May 1, Eldon Russell Park 
May 8, Big Creek Park, Aspen Grove 
May 15, Swine Creek Reservation,  
Wood’s Edge
Spot a variety of birds as they return to prime 
breeding habitat during spring migration. 
Experienced leaders will assist participants with 
identification. Dress for the weather; bring 
binoculars and bird guide. Registration required.

Birding at Headland  
Dunes State Nature Preserve 
Tuesday, May 3, 8-10 AM 
Tuesday, May 10, 8-10 AM 
Wednesday May 11, 8-10 AM 
Headland Dunes State Nature Preserve
Experience one of the best spots in Northeast Ohio 
to witness the spring bird migration along the shores 
of Lake Erie. Held rain or shine, dress for the weather 
with appropriate footgear for sandy trails and beach. 
Bring binoculars. Registration required.

Geauga Walkers 
Tuesdays, 1-2:30 PM 
May 3, Big Creek Park, Deep Woods 
May 17, Bessie Benner Metzenbaum Park 
May 31, Sunnybrook Preserve
Hikes for active seniors 1 to 1 ½ miles long. Naturalist 
led. Call Geauga Senior Center for full schedule:  
440-279-2167. Registration required.

Bass Lake Kayak 
(Ages 10+ w/adult) Saturday, May 28, 
9-11 AM, Bass Lake Preserve
Spend the morning on these tranquil waters 
enjoying the beautiful surroundings. Experience 
required. Held rain or shine, except in event of 
thunderstorm. Dress accordingly; wear shoes 
that can get wet or muddy. Bring drinking water. 
Registration required beginning May 21.

Nature Journaling:  
Bald Eagles 
Sunday, May 29, 9:30 AM-Noon & 
1-3:30 PM, Headwaters Park, Boathouse
Fee: $20 Geauga residents, $24 out-of-county residents

A monthly series to learn basic journaling 
techniques and record your Nature observations. 
Our inspiration this month will be the Bald Eagle. 
Partially outdoors. Taking photos is optional. One-
time registration fee includes a journal, pen and 
pencil. Registration required by phone only.

The Sky Tonight  
Planetarium Show 
Sunday, May 29, 2-2:45 PM & 3-3:45 PM
Observatory Park, 
Robert McCullough Science Center
Learn about what to watch for in the night 
sky this week. Register for only one 45-minute 
session. Registration required.

Birding for Early Birds 
Wednesday, May 4, 8-10 AM 
Claridon Woodlands
Thursday, May 12, 8-10 AM, Sunnybrook Preserve
Spot a variety of birds as they return to prime breeding habitat during spring migration. 
Experienced leaders will assist participants with observation and identification. Dress for 
the weather and bring binoculars. Registration required.

Nassau Astronomy  
Night with CVAS 
Saturday, May 21, 8-11 PM, Observatory 
Park, Nassau Astronomical Station
Join Chagrin Valley Astronomical Society to take in 
the wonders of the night sky! A limited number will 
be permitted inside the building at a time, which 
may result in a wait to enter. Cancelled if cloudy.

Welton’s Gorge  
Backcountry Ravine 
Exploration 
Sunday, May 22, 2-4:30 PM 
Welton’s Gorge
A strenuous off-trail hike into a rocky woodland 
ravine to discover deep rock ledges, cool streams, 
salamanders and other unique features. Must be 
able to hike without assistance off-trail in rugged 
terrain. Held rain or shine. Dress for the weather. 
Wear sturdy shoes with good traction that can get 
wet. Bring a walking stick. Registration required.

Maple Town  
Tune Traders 
Thursday, May 26, 7-9:30 PM 
The West Woods, Nature Center
Singers and musicians present short performances 
followed by a jam session. All musical genres, 
instruments and musicianship levels welcome. 
Come to play, sing, or simply enjoy as audience. 
Registration required. 

Scout Day: Daisy Girl 
Scouts “Space Science Explorer”
Friday, May 20, 7-10 PM, Observatory 
Park, Robert McCullough Science Center
Explore the sun, observe the moon and meet the 
stars! Registration required by phone only; limit 
four registrations per person.

Neotropical Bird Walk 
Saturday, May 21, 7:30-9:30 AM 
Swine Creek Reservation, Valley Shelter
Hike in search of neotropical songbirds!  
Includes a stream crossing with water  
up to two feet deep; wear waterproof  
footgear. Bring binoculars. Registration required.

Scout Day: Tiger Cub Scouts 
“Sky Is the Limit Adventure”
Saturday, May 21, 7-10 PM, Observatory 
Park, Robert McCullough Science Center
We’ll work on requirements 1, 2 and 3, plus at least 
one other to complete it. Registration required by 
phone only; limit four registrations per person.

www.geaugaparkdistrict.org • PARKEXPLORER   11
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All programs and special events are subject to change or be cancelled. 
Please check our website for updates before heading out. 

Geauga Park District will continue to follow current state guidelines for COVID-19 safety.
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Stargazing Chair Workshop 
Friday, June 17, 6-8 PM, Observatory Park, 
Robert McCullough Science Center
Fee: $25 Geauga residents, $30 out-of-county residents

Come craft a simple wooden chair that would be 
ideal for stargazing or sitting around a campfire. 
Wood, tools and instruction provided. Ages 12+. 
Registration required.

Family Night  
Campfire & Fun 
Friday, June 17, 7:30-9 PM 
The West Woods, Affelder House
Families, enjoy a Nature walk followed by a 
campfire for s’more fun! Bring lawn chairs or 
blankets for seating. Registration required.

Dragonfly Trip:  
Grand Dragons & Damsels 
Saturday, June 18, 11 AM-2:30 PM 
Grand River Conservation Campus
Explore the trails at the Nature Conservancy’s 
Grand River Conservation Campus for dragonfly 
and damselfly diversity. This area is unique with a 
variety of wetland habitats so it is possible to see 
some habitat-specific rare species on the wing. 
Directions provided. Registration required.

Movie Night: “Captain 
America: The First Avenger” 
Saturday, June 18, 8:30-11:30 PM 
Observatory Park
Let’s watch a movie (rated PG-13) at this 
International Dark Sky Park! Shown at dusk. Bring 
blankets, lawn chairs and refreshments. Movie 
shown indoors if inclement weather.

Nassau Astronomy  
Night with CVAS 
Saturday, June 18, 9-11 PM, Observatory 
Park, Nassau Astronomical Station
Join Chagrin Valley Astronomical Society to take in 
the wonders of the night sky! A limited number will 
be permitted inside the building at a time, which 
may result in a wait to enter. Cancelled if cloudy.

Wildlife of the Landfill 
Sunday, June 19, 9:30-12:30 PM 
Waste Management’s Closed  
Lake County Landfill
Back by popular demand! Take this opportunity 
to explore the grasslands and wetlands of a 
restored landfill to see first-hand how this former 
solid waste site has been naturally re-claimed and 
protects an amazing diversity of animals and plants. 
Since the property has such a large area to cover, 
we will carpool to reach some locations. Directions 
provided to registrants. Registration required.

Introduction to  
Archery for Adults 
Wednesday, June 22, 3:30-5 PM &  
6-7:30 PM, Chickagami Park, 
Archery Range
Learn the basics of target archery. Participants must 
wear closed-toe shoes. Registration required.

Bald Eagle & Osprey 
Kayak (Ages 10+ w/adult) 
Saturday, June 4, 1-3 PM 
Headwaters Park
Float on this beautiful lake and search for Osprey, 
Bald Eagles, and perhaps even an active nest! 
Previous experience required. Bring a snack, water 
and sunscreen. Distance between 2 and 3 miles. 
Registration required beginning May 28.

Modroo Meadow Hike! 
Sunday, June 5, 9-10 AM &  
11 AM-Noon, Modroo Preserve
A peaceful hike through a beautiful meadow 
in one of our newest parks! Parking limited; 
carpooling recommended. Held rain or shine; dress 
for the weather. Approx. 1 mile over level terrain. 
No restrooms available. Registration required.

Geauga Skywatchers:  
Sun 101 
Monday, June 6, 6:30-7:30 PM 
Geauga County Public Library, 
Middlefield Branch
Get closer to our nearest star through facts, 
folklore, theories, inquiries and “everything under 
the sun.” Designed for grades 6-12, but anyone 
can join. Registration required at https://divi.
geaugalibrary.net/?page_id=41076 In cooperation 
with the Geauga County Public Library. 

Basic Learn to Canoe 
Saturday, June 11, 9 AM-Noon 
Burton Wetlands Nature Preserve
Learn basic techniques for safe canoeing on flat 
water. No private canoes or unregistered people! 
Wear shoes to get wet or muddy. Bring water and 
a change of clothes in case canoe overturns. Ages 
10+ (under 18 requires an adult). Registration 
required by phone only beginning May 25.

Basic Learn to Kayak
Saturday, June 11, 1-4 PM 
Burton Wetlands Nature Preserve
Learn basic techniques for safe kayaking on 
flat water. No private kayaks or unregistered 
people! Wear shoes to get wet or muddy. Bring 
water and a change of clothes in case the kayak 
overturns. Ages 10+ (under 18 requires an adult). 
Registration required beginning May 25.

Hound Hike/Pack Walk  
with Chagrin Valley Beagles 
Saturday, June 11, 10-11 AM &  
11:30 AM-12:30 PM, The Rookery
Bring your dog for some training fun led by 
professional dog trainer Stacy Totten and assisted 
by Chagrin Valley Beagles Huntsman Karen 
Dickson. This pack walk will be filled with easy 
challenges to help train your dog to focus on you 
regardless of distractions. Arrive a few minutes 
early to check in. Bring a water bowl, treats and 
waste bags. One dog per handler, who must be 
able to fully control dog on leash (8 ft. max) at 
all times. Excitable dogs are welcome, but dogs 
must be non-aggressive to people and other dogs. 
Registration required.
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Nights Out in the Parks: 
Long Time Gone 
Saturday, June 11, 7-8:30 PM 
Big Creek Park, Amphitheater
A tribute to the music of David Crosby, Stephen 
Stills, Graham Nash and Neil Young. Enjoy precision 
harmonies, signature guitar playing and passion 
associated with this era of American music! Indoors if 
inclement weather. Registration required. 

Caveman Crawl 5K  
Trail Run & 1-Mile Fun Walk 
Sunday, June 12, 7-11 AM 
The West Woods, Fee: $20 early-bird

A one-of-a-kind 5K trail run through wooded hills, 
co-presented this year by Geauga Park District and 
the Foundation for Geauga Parks! Learn more and 
register at http://bit.ly/2022cavemancrawl. Day-of-
race, registration begins at 7 AM, run/walk at 9 AM. 
Course is well graded dirt and gravel; minimum 
pavement. Unique awards for winning runners and 
most creative costumes. Registration required.

Introduction to  
Archery for Families 
Sunday, June 12, 1:30-3 PM & 3:30-5 PM, 
Chickagami Park, Archery Range
Families with children ages 9 and up, learn the 
basics of target archery together. Must wear closed-
toe shoes. Registration required for all attending. 

Full Moon Hike:  
The Strawberry Moon 
Tuesday, June 14, 9:30-10:30 PM 
Observatory Park
June brings late sunsets and ripe strawberries! A 
naturalist-led hike to experience Nature at sunset. 
Then, if weather permits, observe the rising full moon 
using park telescopes. Registration required.

Morning Discovery Hike
Wednesday, June 15, 8-9 AM 
Claridon Woodlands
A peaceful morning hike along the forested trails of 
this beautiful park. Held rain or shine; dress for the 
weather. Registration required.

Toddler Time: Sensing  
the Summer (Ages 1-2 w/adult) 
Wednesday, June 15, 10-11 AM 
Walter C. Best Wildlife Preserve
Experience Nature with your little one as we see, 
smell and touch summertime in the park. Strollers 
and carriers welcome! Registration required for all 
in attendance including adults and siblings.

Elderberries: Geocaching
Thursday, June 16, 9-11:30 AM 
Observatory Park, 
Robert McCullough Science Center
Who doesn’t like a treasure hunt? Join the Geauga 
County Dept. on Aging and University Hospitals 
Geauga Medical Center for breakfast then learn 
about geocaching (a world-wide scavenger hunt) 
with a naturalist and search for a hidden cache using 
Park District equipment. Registration required.

Registration begins at 10 AM on March 20 for Geauga residents  
and March 27 for others. Sign up online or by calling 440-286-9516.

4

G
EA

UGA GEM
S

G
EA

UGA GEM
S

5

6

11

11

11

11
17

12

12

14

15

15

16

17

18

18

18

19

22



Stair Basket 
Friday, June 24 & Saturday, June 25  
12-6:30 PM 
The West Woods Nature Center
Fee: $40 Geauga residents, $45 out-of-county residents

Learn the basic art of basket weaving as you 
use rattan reed to create your own basket 
that will fit on a standard stair. Registration 
required. 

Nature Journaling:  
Kayak Experience 
Sunday, June 26, 1-4 PM 
Bass Lake Preserve, Lodge
Monday, June 27, 9 AM-Noon 
Bass Lake Preserve
Fee: $20 Geauga residents, $24 out-of-county residents

Attend this monthly series to learn basic 
journaling techniques and record your Nature 
observations while kayaking; kayaking 
experience required. Taking photos is optional. 
A one-time registration fee includes a journal, 
pen and pencil. Registration required by 
phone only.

The Sky Tonight  
Planetarium Show 
Sunday, June 26, 2-2:45 PM & 3-3:45 PM 
Observatory Park, 
Robert McCullough Science Center
Learn about what to watch for in the night sky 
this week. Register for only one 45-minute session. 
Registration required.

Nature Explorers:  
Art from Nature 
(Ages 6-11 w/adult)  
Wednesday, June 29, 10:30 AM-Noon 
The Rookery, Great Blue Heron Lodge
Create art from Nature while learning about 
wildlife. Dress for the weather. Adult must attend 
with child. Registration required for all attending.

Grandparents in  
the Park: Summer Fun 
Thursday, June 30, 10-11:30 AM 
Orchard Hills Park, Lodge
Enjoy a morning of Nature fun for all ages including 
meadow netting and a fun play area! Mostly 
outdoors; dress for the weather with comfortable 
shoes; sandals and flip flops not recommended. 
Snacks provided. Registration required.

Firefly Frolic 
Thursday, June 30, 9-10:30 PM 
Swine Creek Reservation, Lodge
Take a magical hike that will reveal an array of 
lightning bug species identifiable by their colors, 
flash patterns and flight paths. Nets provided. 
Begins with a short introduction on the natural 
history of these amazing insects. Registration 
required.

www.geaugaparkdistrict.org • PARKEXPLORER   13

Moth Madness 
Wednesday, June 22,  
10 PM-Midnight, Holbrook Hollows
Drop in anytime during program hours and 
bring your curiosity to see what species have 
been attracted to our light station(s) – a great 
opportunity to capture images of night-flying 
insects! Flashlights and cameras recommended.

Maple Town  
Tune Traders 
Thursday, June 23, 7-9:30 PM 
The West Woods, Nature Center
Singers and musicians present short performances 
followed by a jam session. All musical genres, 
instruments and musicianship levels welcome. 
Come to play, sing, or simply enjoy as audience. 
Registration required. 

Bass Lake Kayak 
Saturday, June 25, 9-11 AM 
Bass Lake Preserve
Spend a morning on tranquil waters enjoying 
wildlife and beautiful surroundings. Basic 
skills required; instruction not given. Life vests 
required. Held rain or shine, except in event 
of thunderstorm. Wear shoes that can get wet 
or muddy. Bring drinking water. Registration 
required beginning June 18.

Pond Exploration Day 
Saturday, June 25, 1:30-3 PM 
Big Creek Park, Aspen Grove
We’ll supply the nets; you supply the curiosity! 
Stop by any time during program hours to drop 
a net in the pond and discover the animal life 
under the water, from microscopic monsters to 
frogs and turtles – and learn about their amazing 
adaptations for swimming, breathing, eating  
and avoiding predators.

Bring In Your Telescope 
Saturday, June 25, 4-7 PM 
Observatory Park
Unsure how to use your telescope? Bring it in for 
a daylight practice session, and we’ll help you get 
started! Registration required.

Nature Trek Fitness Hike 
Sunday, June 26, 10-11:30 AM 
Claridon Woodlands
Let’s move it, people! Burn off calories and learn 
some Nature facts along the way. Must be able 
to hike at least 3 miles. Held rain or shine; dress 
accordingly. Bring water. Registration required.

Geauga Gems  
Summer Hike 
Sunday, June 26, 1-3 PM 
Big Creek Park, Tupelo Pond Parking Lot
Hike along the Creek Trail to discover what this 
season has to offer. Round trip 4.2 miles. Wear 
foot gear with good traction that can get wet and 
muddy. Registration required.

Welton’s Gorge  
Backcountry Ravine Exploration 
Sunday, June 26, 2-4:30 PM 
Welton’s Gorge
A strenuous off-trail hike into a rocky woodland 
ravine to discover deep rock ledges, cool streams, 
salamanders and other unique features. Must be 
able to hike without assistance off-trail in rugged 
terrain. Held rain or shine. Dress for the weather. 
Wear sturdy shoes with good traction that can get 
wet. Bring a walking stick. Registration required.

JUNEAll programs and special events are subject to change or be cancelled. 
Please check our website for updates before heading out. 

Nature ScopesFully Accessible

Geauga Park District will continue to follow current state guidelines for COVID-19 safety.

RECURRING PROGRAMS

Horseback Trail Ride
Thursday, June 9 & Sunday, June 12 
10 AM-Noon (Walk & Trot) & 1-3 PM 
(Walk Only), Observatory Park
Join a naturalist for this trail ride to enjoy summer 
woodlands from a seat in the saddle. Must trailer 
your own horse and bring a shovel to clean 
up after your horse in the parking lot. Helmets 
recommended. Register for one or both rides 
with a lunch break between. Please call to cancel 
in consideration of the waiting list. Registration 
required.

Make a Sun Projector 
Friday, June 10, 7-8 PM, Observatory Park, 
Robert McCullough Science Center
Friday, June 24, 7-8 PM 
Virtual program
Create a simple device that lets you safely view a 
magnified image of the sun in this make-and-take 
challenge. Weather permitting, we’ll finish with 
night-sky viewing using park telescopes until 11 
PM. June 24 is online via Zoom; register for the 
program and receive a link to join. Registration 
required.

Night Sky Viewing 
Fridays & Saturdays, June 10, 11, 24 & 25 
9-11 PM, Observatory Park
If skies are clear, observe the night sky through 
the Oberle telescope and other telescopes spaced 
out around the plaza. Planetarium presentation 
if cloudy. 

Timbertots: Peeking  
in a Pond (Ages 3-5 w/adult) 
Sunday, June 12, 1-2 PM & 3-4 PM 
Monday, June 13, 10-11 AM & 1-2 PM 
Swine Creek Reservation, Lodge
Grab a net with Nora the Explorer to discover all 
kinds of critters that live in a pond! Outdoors, 
weather permitting, so dress accordingly. 
Registration required for all in attendance 
including adults and siblings.

Geauga Walkers 
Tuesday, June 14, 12-2:30 PM 
Hike and Summer Picnic 
The West Woods, Turkey Ridge
For this annual picnic, bring your lunch and we’ll 
eat after the naturalist-led hike. 

Tuesday June 28, 1-2:30 PM 
Holbrook Hollows
Hikes for active seniors 1 to 1 ½ miles long. Call 
Geauga Department on Aging for full schedule: 
440-279-2167. Registration required.
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REGISTRATION REQUIRED for  
all camps at 440-286-9516. 
Required waivers and other details are 
sent upon registration. Campers must bring 
lunch, water and a raincoat in a backpack 
each day. Sunscreen and insect repellent are 
also suggested, while other equipment is 
included in the fee and provided. Financial 
assistance is available; please call for 
details.

Get outside for some fun!Get outside for some fun!

(Youth entering grades 5 -7)  
Mon-Fri, June 13-17; June 27 - July 1; July 18-22; July 25 - 29; August 1-5
(Teens entering grades 8-10)  
Mon-Fri, June 20-24; July 11-15
All sessions 9 AM - 3 PM daily 
Fee: $150 Geauga residents, $175 out-of-county residents
Ready to explore? Sign up for an exciting week of exploring the land, water, sky and beyond through 

Nature study and recreational activities. Together we’ll bike, kayak, try archery, explore Nature and 
more! Campers will begin and end each day at various parks: Claridon Woodlands Monday and 

Tuesday, Headwaters Park Wednesday and Thursday, and Observatory Park on Friday. 

Nature Adventure Day Camp 

(Youth entering grades 5 -7)  
Mon-Fri, June 6-10; 9 AM - 3 PM daily, at Swine Creek Reservation 
Fee: $150 Geauga residents, $175 out-of-county residents
Ready to learn how to be a naturalist? Then sign up for this exciting week of exploring streams, 
ponds and forests to search for and learn all about insects, fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds, 
astronomy and more! Campers will spend their time both on and off trail at this park. Drop off and 
pick up each day at the all-new Swine Creek Lodge.

(Youth entering grades 3 -4)  
Mon-Fri, July 11-15; 9 AM - 3 PM daily 
at The West Woods, Affelder House  
Fee: $150 Geauga residents,$175 out-of-county residents
Ready to explore? Sign up for an exciting week of exploring streams, ponds, 
and forests to search for and learn all about insects, fish, amphibians, reptiles, 
birds, astronomy and more! Campers will spend their day both on and off trail 
at this park.

(Teens entering grades 8 -10)  
Wednesday, July 27, 9 AM - 3 PM at Eldon Russell Park 
Fee: $30 Geauga residents, $35 out-of-county residents
The wilds of the Upper Cuyahoga River are home to a wondrous variety of 
birds and beasts. Join camp staff on this “X-TREME” adventure as we paddle 
our way, discovering plants and wildlife in and along the river. Bring supplies 
in a waterproof bag and wear shoes to get wet or muddy.

(Teens entering grades 8 -10)  
Wednesday, July 20, 9 AM - 3 PM, at Claridon Woodlands 
Fee: $30 Geauga residents, $35 out-of-county residents
Join camp staff on an adventurous day! Campers will meet at Claridon 
Woodlands to explore the high ropes course that towers over 30 feet high 
featuring 10 exciting challenge elements.

Junior Naturalist Day Camp 

Nature Explorer Day Camp 

X-TREME Cuyahoga Kayak Challenge

X-TREME High Ropes Adventure Challenge
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NEW THIS YEAR! GRADES 3-4



Geauga Park District is pleased to welcome two new members to its 
Board of Park Commissioners: Ray Guarino of Chesterland and Linda 
Smallwood of Middlefield.

The pair join existing commissioners Howard Bates, Pat Preston 
and Mario Innocenzi to support Geauga Park District’s mission 
to preserve, conserve and protect the natural features of Geauga 
County and to provide outdoor recreational experiences to residents 
of every age, every ability and at all times of the year.

Geauga County Probate/Juvenile Court Judge Timothy J. Grendell 
named the new commissioners and swore them into office: Mr. 
Guarino on Dec. 6 and Mrs. Smallwood on Jan. 6. Both will serve 
three-year terms ending Dec. 31, 2024.
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Thank  You  
to All of Our  

Generous 
Donors

Donations to  

Geauga Park District  

November 2021  

through  

January 2022

Robert & Jacki Custer In memory of Bryan Eldridge 50.00

Scott & Carol Kenney In memory of Richard Reeser 75.00

Caryn Scaravelli-David   
& Pamela Terrile In memory of Bryan Eldridge 100.00

Marianne Vest In memory of Bryan Eldridge 30.00

Barry & Marcia Owen In memory of Bryan Eldridge 150.00

Anonymous Estate distribution 108,090.40

Foundation for Geauga Parks 2021-22 Nature Scopes program 15,666.18

Kenneth Gibb K9 fund donation 135.84

Lauren Lesko Memorial bench plaque - Beartown Lakes Reservation 600.00

Michele Benkowski In memory of Bryan Eldridge 150.00

Laurine Braun Trail maintenance at The West Woods Nature Center 100.00

Cleveland Foundation Lewis & Ruth Affelder Fund 489.25

Gregory Jouriles Frohring Meadows in honor of Ellen Jouriles 100.00

Geauga Walkers Unrestricted donation 100.00

Interstate Towing   
& Transport Specialist K9 Calendar sponsor 360.00

The Covia Foundation (Best Sand) Unrestricted donation 500.00

Edward Carrol K9 fund donation 100.00

Gary Bryant 2021-22 Nature Scopes program 1,000.00

Wild Geese Control K9 fund donation 200.00

Matthew England Memorial bench plaque - Beartown Lakes Reservation 500.00

Tim Hess Memorial bench plaque - Swine Creek Reservation 500.00

Ray Guarino & Linda Smallwood
Introducing New Park Board Commissioners

Mr. Guarino retired from the Ohio Lottery Commission in 
2020 after more than 33 years. He has been a partner at 
Severino’s Restaurant & Lounge in Eastlake for almost 10 
years and currently serves as president of the Italian American 
Brotherhood Club.

Mrs. Smallwood has served the community in many capacities 
over the years and currently serves on the Cardinal Local 
School Board of Education as well as the executive committee 
of the Great Geauga County Fair Auxiliary as past president. 
Together with her children and now her grandchildren, she 
has participated in many Geauga Park District programs 
throughout the decades and enjoys the diverse features that 
individual parks offer.

Geauga Park District’s staff and commissioners also wish to 
thank outgoing commissioner Dennis Ibold for his service on 
the Park Board in 2020 and 2021.

“Now the staff looks forward to working alongside Mr. 
Guarino and Mrs. Smallwood,” said Executive Director John 
Oros. “Our residents continue to benefit from a variety of 
parks, natural areas, park programs and recreational activities, 
and the Board of Park Commissioners plays a vital role in 
ensuring that Geauga Park District fulfills its obligations and 
develops success stories showing our commitment to our 
mission and our residents.”
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Beartown Lakes Reservation 
18870 Quinn Road, Auburn/Bainbridge, 44023
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 2.8

Bass Lake Preserve 
11445 Lakeview Road, Munson, 44024
NO TRAILS AVAILABLE; BOATING BY PERMIT ONLY

Big Creek Park 
9160 Robinson Road, Chardon, 44024
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 3.8 
Facility reservations are available - call or visit website for details

Bessie Benner Metzenbaum Park 
7940 Cedar Road, Chester, 44026
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 1.0

Burton Wetlands Nature Preserve 
15681 Old Rider Road, Burton/Newbury, 44021
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 1.7

Eldon Russell Park 
16315 Rapids Road, Troy, 44021
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 1.3

Frohring Meadows 
16780 Savage Road, Bainbridge, 44023
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 3.5

Claridon Woodlands - Access to TMHT
11383 Claridon Troy Road, Claridon, 44033
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 2.2

Holbrook Hollows 
7250 Country Lane, Bainbridge, 44023
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 2.8

Big Creek Park - Tupelo Pond 
9373 Ravenna Road, Chardon, 44024

Big Creek Park - Horse Trail 
12000 Woodin Road, Chardon, 44024

TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 2.9

Chickagami Park 
17957 Tavern Road, Parkman, 44021
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 1.6

The Maple Highlands Trail (TMHT) 
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 21.1 
City of Chardon 1.2 and City of Middlefield 0.5  
Access to trail also from Claridon Woodlands, Headwaters Park & 
Swine Creek Reservation; horses permitted on south section only

Mountain Run Station - Access to TMHT
12601 Chardon Windsor Road, Hambden, 44024
MILEAGE OF LINK ACCESSING TMHT: 0.4

Park Locations and Amenities ICONS LISTED AT RIGHT  
IN THE ORDER THEY APPEAR

Headwaters Park - Access to TMHT
13365 Old State Road, Claridon/Huntsburg, 44021
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 3.3

View the current fee schedule on our website under Reservations. All enclosed lodges, but not all open shelters, are equipped with electricity. 

Each year on April 22, more than a billion people find ways to celebrate 
Earth Day — a reminder to work together to protect our planet. When we 
do our part to pick up litter, turn off lights, recycle, conserve water and 
plant trees, we’re helping keep our planet the amazing place it is.

To celebrate with us, register (per car, not per person) for a 15-minute time slot to visit Veterans 
Legacy Woods on Saturday, April 23, and meet people who manage land and wildlife in our 
parks. Your visit will be rewarded with a goody bag of native wildflowers and trees that you can 
plant in your yard in honor of Earth Day, plus information and an activity for children!

Celebrate Earth Day & Snag Native Plants!
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Check out this new geocache 
at Walter C. Best Wildlife Preserve in Munson Twp.
Expires April 1, 2023. Find details on our website under Activities.

Big Creek Spur - Access to TMHT
9280 Ravenna Road, Chardon, 44024
MILEAGE OF LINK ACCESSING TMHT: 0.6

Observatory Park 
10610 Clay Street, Montville, 44064
Nassau Astronomical Station 
10350 Clay Street, Montville, 44064
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 3.62 
Facility reservations are available - call or visit website for details

Orchard Hills Park 
11340 Caves Road, Chester, 44026
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 3.6

Sunnybrook Preserve 
12474 Heath Road, Chester, 44026
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 1.7

Swine Creek Reservation - Access to TMHT
16004 Hayes Road, Middlefield, 44062
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 5.8

The Rookery 
10110 Cedar Road, Munson, 44026
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 1.4

The West Woods - Affelder House
15139 Chillicothe Road, Russell, 44072 
Facility reservations are available - call or visit website for details

The West Woods 
9465 Kinsman Road, Russell, 44072
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 6.7

Walter C. Best Wildlife Preserve 
11620 Ravenna Road, Munson, 44024
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 1.6

Whitlam Woods 
12500 Pearl Road, Hambden, 44024
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 1.1

Woodin Road Park 
12205 Woodin Road, Chardon, 44024
NO TRAILS AVAILABLE

Boating on Bass Lake requires a permit. Permitted watercraft are kayaks, canoes and electric motors; gasoline engines are permitted only in 
Eldon Russell Park. Learn more on our website under Activities.

Veterans Legacy Woods
14085 Ravenna Road, Newbury/Burton, 44065
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 4.5

Russell Uplands Preserve 
15200 Russell Road, Russell, 44022
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 2.0

ACCESSIBLE TRAILS • PAVED TRAILS • OPEN SHELTERS • ENCLOSED LODGES • RESTROOMS • PLAYGROUNDS • HIKING  
X-COUNTRY SKIING • HORSES • BICYCLES • CAMPING • FISHING • BOATING • SLED HILL

N 41° 33.216 
W -81° 12.028

ADVENTURESADVENTURES
in Geocachingin Geocaching
ADVENTURES
in Geocaching

Modroo Preserve 
15695 Hemlock Road, Russell, 44072
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 0.8

Welton’s Gorge 
13973 Hale Road, Burton, 44021
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 1.8

The trail is a big loop, but who gives a hoot? 
‘Cause where you are bound, few trails can be found 
and fish can’t be caught on unfinished knots.  
This lake is too small to fish from a yacht.  
Some rhymes hold no clues, but don’t get the blues. 
Just south of sunset would be a good bet.  
No, the cache won’t be on the wet solid ground — 
however, it will be found near the drive’s turnaround. 



One good thing that happened 
during Covid was that my co-
workers and I were able to take 
advantage of many wonderful 
Nature-related Zoom webinars.

One of our favorite speakers was 
University of Delaware professor, 
entomologist, ecologist and 
conservationist Doug Tallamy.

According to Dr. Tallamy, humans 
have taken 95 percent of the 
natural world and made it 
unnatural. He further states, 
“We are at a critical point of 
losing so many species from local 
ecosystems that their ability to 
produce the oxygen, clean water, 
flood control, pollination, pest 
control, carbon storage, etc. – 
that is, the ecosystem services 
that sustain us – will become 
seriously compromised.” 

What to do? Part of his solution 
is to plant native species. While 
none of us can fix overall large environmental problems, 
we can do our part in our own little circles.

Have you considered that your yard or garden can be (or 
maybe already is) a wildlife refuge? If you are interested 
in learning more about how to offset the above statistics 
and help our native wildlife, check out our new program 
series called Landscaping for Wildlife. These programs 
will focus on ways to use native plants to enhance an 
area for native critters, getting rid of non-natives, using 
water in the landscape, and creating meadow or forest 
habitats, just to name a few.

As Dr. Tallamy says, “We are Nature’s best hope.”  
Let’s all do our part, whatever that may be!”
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By Linda Gilbert, Naturalist

In Nature
Landscaping  
for Wildlife



Many first flowers of spring are white or yellow. This 
makes them highly reflective of light and appear 
brightly along the landscape, attracting the earliest 
pollinators: mostly solitary bees and some fly 
species. Waking from winter slumber and hungry 
to visit the flowers as a food source, they spot 
the brightest petals first. Humans love seeing all 
the colors because they look so nice, but flowers 
are actually colored for their survival, designed 
to attract insect pollinators. So when we feel 
thankful for beautiful spring wildflowers, 
perhaps we should also thank the insects!

Take a spring hike in Geauga Park District and you will 
see wildflowers blanketing forest floors. Before the new 
leaves fully develop on the trees, spring sunshine 
warms the ground and gives ample light 
for wildflowers to grow.

Make a paper 
wildflower!
You will need: white or colored 
paper (even post-it squares will do), 
a stapler, glue and a small circle 
template or round object to trace 
circles (like a small glass or cup).

1. Cut three white 
circles and fold them 
in half, twice. 

2. Stack them together 
and cut a v-shaped notch 
in the middle of the 
round edge, then staple 
together in the middle.

3. Flare out the sections 
and press open petals 
with your thumb, then 
dab a bit of glue to 
press sections together.

4. Crinkle up a small 
yellow paper circle and 
cut small slits around 
the edge. Glue it onto the 
top of the flower. Slide 
a green pipe cleaner 
between the petals on 
the bottom for a stem.

What kind of  What kind of  
flower would flower would 
attract you?attract you?

Guess the flowers  Guess the flowers  
to solve this riddle:to solve this riddle:
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Wild Geranium
Large-flowered Trillium
Marsh Marigold
Cut-leaved Toothwort
Virginia Bluebells
Yellow Trout Lily
Spring Beauty
Bloodroot
Mayapple

Pictured: wildflowers found in your parks 
March through May

TAPPER’S FUN PaGE
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Answer to the riddle is on the bottom of back cover.

Wildflowers of SpringWildflowers of Spring

What goes up when April  
showers come down?



Geauga Park District
9160 Robinson Road
Chardon, OH 44024-9148

Find your adventure

Printed on paper using  
10% post-consumer waste 

www.geaugaparkdistrict.org
440-286-9516

IN ONE OF YOUR
27 OPEN PARKS!

Answer to riddle: U M B R E L(1) L(2) A S

Sunday, May 15, 
beginning at 10:30 PM

(Most dramatic till midnight; details on page 10)

Watch the Total  
Lunar Eclipse from  
Observatory Park!
During a total lunar eclipse, Earth comes 

between the sun and the moon and blocks 
direct sunlight from reaching the moon. The sun 

casts Earth’s shadow on the moon’s surface, 
but some of its light is filtered through Earth’s 

atmosphere, reaches the moon, and gives it the 
signature red appearance.


