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UPCOMING EVENTS Mark your calendars!
Due to COVID-19 and social distancing guidelines, all public programs and special events are
subject to change or be cancelled. Please check our website for updates before heading out. Face coverings
are required for all indoor programs and events, as well as for all outdoor programs and events when social
distancing is not possible. Thanks in advance for helping keep the parks safe and open for everyone!

Opens Saturday, February 13

at The West Woods Nature Center
Celebrate 200+ pieces created for this community art exhibition
featuring creative works of art inspired by insects and arachnids.
Exhibit on display through April 26, 10 AM to 4 PM daily.

Great
Backyard
Bird Count

Friday, February 12 • 1 PM, 2 PM & 3 PM
Sunday, February 14 • 11 AM, 1 PM & 2:30 PM
at The West Woods Nature Center
Registration required. Please sign up for only one session.

Join us at the big windows to help identify and count birds and become an
official Citizen Scientist during this worldwide bird count coordinated by the
Cornell Lab of Ornithology and the National Audubon Society.

Welcome the signs of spring with maple sugaring fun!

Sundays, March 7, 14 & 21 • Noon - 4 PM

at Swine Creek Reservation in Middlefield Twp.
Registration required. Please note that spots will fill fast due to group size restrictions.

Gather sap with a horse-drawn sap sled and visit the
sugarhouse to sample syrup!

WINTER PROGRAMS on pages 8-13
Geauga Gems Trekking Series Program

• Registration fees are refundable up to five days prior to
the event, or if the Park District cancels the program.

Nature’s Not To Be Missed

• Programs may be cancelled in the event
of severe weather or a storm warning.

• If you or a member of your family has special needs,
please call the Park District regarding available accessibility
accommodations.

Virtual Program

PARKEXPLORER • www.geaugaparkdistrict.org

GEA

• Programs are generally free of charge; those with fees
are noted. Payment of fees must be made at the time of
registration with a credit/debit card.
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• Registration is required in advance for
limited enrollment programs on a first
come, first served basis. Registration
can be completed online or at
440-286-9516.

Fulfills one of the naturalist-led requirements toward
your Trekking Series reward
Program focused on unique encounters with Nature

Register and receive a login to participate from home

Fully Wheelchair/Stroller Accessible
Nature Scopes - Program recommended for our
fifth-grade Nature Scopes students
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Park Mission
The mission of Geauga Park District is
to preserve, conserve and protect the
natural features of Geauga County
and to provide outdoor recreational
experiences to our residents of every age,
every ability and at all times of the year.

Park Hours
Daily 6 AM - 11 PM
Big Creek Park’s Donald W. Meyer Center
is open weekdays 10 AM - 4:30 PM
The West Woods Nature Center
is open daily 10 AM - 4:30 PM
Observatory Park is open daily till 1 AM from
Memorial Day to Labor Day and till 11 PM
from Labor Day to Memorial Day; its
Robert McCullough Science Center
and Oberle Observatory are open
2nd & 4th Fridays & Saturdays of each month
6 - 11 PM and every other Sunday
of each month 1 - 4 PM

A seasonal guide to the programs, special
events and news of Geauga Park District

Howard Bates Bill Dieterle

Dennis Ibold

Mario Innocenzi

Pat Preston, Vice President

F RO M T H E B O A R D
O F PA R K C O M M I S S I O N E R S
Dear Geauga County Friends and Neighbors:
The outdoors is such an important part of our lives, especially now during
the pandemic. Getting back to nature helps everyone relax, de-stress, and
spend time with the ones we love, all while getting fresh air and sunshine.
I would like to bring special attention to a littler known park on Tavern
Road in Parkman. Chickagami Park, formerly a Boy Scouts of America
camp known as Camp Chickagami, opened in 1941 and held many
scouting events for 66 years. In 2007, Camp Chickagami closed, was
acquired by Geauga Park District, and reopened to the public in 2009 as
Chickagami Park. The property boasts approximately 1.62 miles of hiking
trails, also great for biking or cross-country skiing. Chickagami is also a
great place to camp, hosting four larger group sites and nine smaller sites
nestled deep in the quiet surroundings of the trees. Available for picnics
are two very nice shelters complete with picnic tables and electricity.
Chickagami is also home to one of the Park District’s Little Free Libraries
where children and adults can get books to take home and enjoy.
Come on out and take the kids on a little hike, take your dog for a walk,
or play catch in the activity field. Check out www.geaugaparkdistrict.org
for more information about Chickagami Park or any of our great Geauga
County parks, including how to reserve a campsite or picnic shelter.
Sincerely,

Pat Preston
Pat Preston

Owner, Preston Superstore in Burton

The Maple Highlands Trail
is open daily dawn till dusk
Burton Wetlands Nature Preserve
is open daily 6 AM - 9 PM

For more information on your
parks, programs or events
Phone: 440-286-9516
Fax: 440-286-1285

www.geaugaparkdistrict.org
info@geaugaparkdistrict.org

Executive Director
John Oros

Park Board Meetings
Dates and times are subject to change. Find the current schedule on our website
under About GPD, or call 440-286-9516.
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FEATURING PARK FRIENDS

Out-of-This-World Experience
By Julie Adams of Middlefield Township

The summer of 2012 had arrived, and in just a few

short months I would be starting my senior year at
Penn State. I was working towards my bachelor’s
degree in meteorology and desperately wanted
some hands-on experience. The timing of my studies
was fortuitous, as Observatory Park was having its
grand opening in June. In my first week as a new
Geauga Park District volunteer, it was thrilling to
spin the reels for the pulley system that opened the
sliding roof of the Oberle Observatory. Once the
roof was open, I climbed the ladder into the open
sky with the remote control and aimed the Oberle
telescope. I did not realize the impact that summer
would have on my life and how it would further my
curiosity for astronomy to this day.

4
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Spending many nights out on the plaza with wonderful
naturalists and volunteers, I learned to navigate the
night sky and its endless stars and constellations. I
could share a magnified view of not only the moon
and planets but also nebulas and double stars with
the Oberle telescope and other reflecting telescopes
on the ground. You can learn a vast amount from just
being at Observatory Park, surrounded by others who
share an interest in the night sky. Pointing out meteors,
satellites and the International Space Station as they
pass overhead is always thrilling to share with a group.
For the Transit of Venus on June 5, 2012, hundreds of
visitors and I watched Venus cross the sun using a solar
filter on a refracting telescope (pictured on opposite
page at top). Not only does this park offer numerous

ways to look at the night sky, but it offers many
ways to look at the sun safely, too!
What started as an endeavor to build my resume
turned into so much more and has kept me
coming back as a volunteer year after year. There
is nothing like standing out on the plaza with
others and all together looking up at the night
sky with excitement and amazement. Viewing
the rings of Saturn and the storm bands on
Jupiter through a telescope never grows old.
Sitting on the park’s benches or earthen mounds
in the quiet of the night, staring up at the Milky
Way, will leave you in awe every time. And just
a trail away from the Oberle Observatory and
Robert McCullough Science Center is the Nassau
Astronomical Station. It not only captures the
history of the place as a research facility, but you
will find a massive 36-inch reflecting telescope
inside the dome!
Observatory Park is a unique gem that we are incredibly
fortunate to have in Geauga County. In addition to all of the
wonderful amenities the park has to offer, including the park’s
own seismograph, weather station, planetarium, meteorite
display, miles of trails, and countless telescopes, Chris Mentrek,
the astronomy naturalist for the park, is hands-down one of the
coolest people you will ever meet. His wealth of knowledge is
unmatched, and his programs are filled with enthusiasm and
passion for the field. You will leave the park knowing more than
you did before, and in a better mood than when you came.
I highly encourage everyone to come visit the park. It is an
experience like no other.

About the Author
Julie Adams lives in
Middlefield and works in
research and development
for Crystal Diagnostics in
Kent. She graduated from
Penn State in 2013 with
a bachelor’s degree in
meteorology and a minor
in energy business and
finance. While volunteering
at Observatory Park, she
fell in love with the 8”
Orion SkyQuest Dobsonian
telescope for how easy it is
to use and now has her own
10” version at home.
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If you’ve never been to The West Woods in Russell Township,

or haven’t been there recently, then a visit should be on
your winter to-do list. All seasons in this park make for a
very welcoming experience with Nature, but this season
can be extra special here. Find Your Adventure? No
problem...
First you might visit with the wildlife, watching
feasts take place at the feeding station outside
through the big windows of the warm nature
center lobby. New placards with illustrations of
common birds will help you identify the birds that
are visiting the feeders. It’s a flurry of activity and
always fun to watch.

Park Spotlight

Trails here total just short of seven miles. A must-see
is Ansel’s Cave. Get there by taking the Ansel’s Cave
Link Trail just
outside the
nature center.
The trail provides
a beautiful view of

Spend Some Time

at The West Woods

majestic Sharon conglomerate rock outcroppings. Two
primitive campsites have also been added to this eastern
portion of the park, one of them accessible to check out
along Ansel’s Cave Trail.
Heading out of the nature center on the Trout Lily
Trail will lead you to the site of the Bird in the Hand
Feeding Station. This where birds, mostly Black-capped
Chickadees, are likely to land in your hand to snatch up
the seeds you’re offering, which should be picked up at
the nature center in advance. This alone is a connection

with Nature that is well worth a visit to The West
Woods.
Longing for a longer hike? Head out on the Pioneer
Bridle Trail and take the Affelder Link Trail to the Falls
Trail for a view of Affelder Falls that you won’t soon
forget, particularly once icicles have formed.
Don’t forget that snowshoe borrowing is available again
this season, too. It’s a great way to get out in the snow
to enjoy our Geauga County winters and inhale some
crisp, cool, super fresh air.

			
Field Notes: The trails at The West Woods are gravel, and are considered
easy to medium level of difficulty. Trails range from mostly flat to small rolling
hills with an occasional steeper incline. Always be aware of possible loose
gravel, tree roots hiding under the snow, and ice during winter walks.
6
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From New Places to Stream Restoration
Now Open: “Geauga’s Little Grand Canyon”
Welton’s Gorge, consisting of approximately 87 acres in Burton Township, is home to an impressive
45-foot gorge exposing substantial Sharon sandstone and Sharon conglomerate. Gorge Overlook
Trail treats you to two scenic overlooks along .33 miles, while Dogwood Trail, currently still closed for
construction, will soon allow you to explore the wooded areas of this park. Please watch our website
for an update when this trail finally opens. Also available first-come, first-served are an open air shelter
with picnic tables and a fire pit with stone benches.
Access into Welton’s Gorge is restricted, but you may find exclusive seasonal opportunities to explore
this sensitive area with a naturalist on our website under Programs & Events and in future editions of
the Park Explorer.

Sunnybrook stream restoration

Beaver Creek Project
In 2018, Geauga Park District and the
Chagrin River Watershed Partners were
awarded $845,840 by the Ohio EPA’s
Water Resource Restoration Sponsorship
Program (WRRSP) and its sponsor agency,
the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District,
to correct long-standing environmental
issues related to Beaver Creek, which
flows into Bass Lake in Munson Township.

Thank You
to All of Our
Generous
Donors
Donations to
Geauga Park District
August through
October 2020

Now, after many years of careful planning
and preparation, this exciting project is
scheduled to begin construction in January
of 2021. Developed by Biohabitats, Inc.
and constructed by Meadville Land Service,
the work will restore the channelized
(straightened) creek to a more natural
meander and also allow the stream new
floodplain connectivity for approximately
1,800 linear feet downstream of Sherman
Road. The project will also enhance more
than eight acres of wetland habitat for
wildlife through the creation of new
shallow wetlands, numerous native tree/
shrub plantings, and multi-year invasive
plant management.

Sunnybrook Project
In 2019, Geauga Park District and the
Chagrin River Watershed Partners were
awarded $120,000 by the Ohio EPA’s 319
Grant Program to rectify environmental
concerns related to Sunnybrook, located
within Sunnybrook Preserve in Chester
Township. This partnership has also

Welton’s Gorge rock outcroppings

worked closely with its hired consultants
(RiverReach Construction, EnviroScience
and GPD Group) to develop a dynamic
plan that will restore 500 linear feet of
stream, mitigating erosion issues and
enhancing in-stream habitat for fishes
and other aquatic life. This work will
also improve surrounding floodplain
and wetland habitat for wildlife through
numerous native tree/shrub plantings and
invasive plant management.

Anonymous Donor

Property Maintenance & Land Acquisition

30,663.14

Anonymous Donor

Property Maintenance & Land Acquisition

718.69

Blackbrook Audubon Society

Nature Scopes Donation

200.00

Edward & Barbara McCullough

Donation in Memory of Mary McCullough

200.00

Foundation for Geauga Parks

Program Supplies
Frohring Meadows Trail Maintenance
NRM Projects at Frohring Meadows
NRM Projects at Observatory Park

Opinions LTD (Chris Sluder)

Memorial Bench Plaque

500.00

Cleveland Foundation

Quarterly Donation - Lewis & Ruth Affelder Fund

486.50

Scott & Carol Kenney

Trout Lily Trail Maintenance
in Celebration of Richard Reeser

Thomas Davis

Unrestricted Donation

100.00

7,378.59

75.00

Roberta Prather

Memorial Bench Plaque at Big Creek Park

500.00

Jan Blank

Memorial Bench Plaque at
Bessie Benner Metzenbaum Park

500.00

Kenneth Gibb

K9 Donation

58.73

Susan Prior

K9 Donation

50.00
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JANUARY
2 Burton Christmas

4 Geauga Skywatchers

Club: Star Types

Monday, January 4,
6:30-7:30 PM, Virtual program

2 Burton Christmas

Bird Count

From massive blue supergiants to tiny purple
dwarfs, learn about the life cycle of stars and
how we classify them. Registration required
at https://geaugalibrary.libcal.com.

2 The Rookery:
Habitats in Winter Hike
Saturday, January 2, 10-11:30 AM &
1-2:30 PM, The Rookery
Join a naturalist for about 1.5 miles of trail
exploration around meadow, forest, pond
and stream. Registration required.
S
EM

UGA G

Explore a winter day! We’ll trek about 2
miles as we pass wetlands and hike through
the forest looking for signs of wildlife.
Registration required.

3 Learn to Cross
Country Ski
Learn the basics of cross country skiing
including clothing, equipment and technique.
Indoor presentation followed by outdoor
instruction. Ski rental available in advance
from Geiger’s, 50 Shopping Plaza, Chagrin
Falls, OH 44022, 440-247-4900. A special
rental rate for this program applies: $17 for
pick-up on Friday and return on Monday
during business hours. Registration required.

16 Nassau Astronomy

Sunday, January 10, 1-4 PM
Orchard Hills Park, Lodge

Saturday, January 16, 7-11 PM
Observatory Park, Nassau
Astronomical Station

Have an “X-TREME” amount of winter fun
outside with friends! Try snowshoes, bring
your sled, learn about winter wildlife, and
warm up by a fire with hot cocoa and s’mores.
Outdoors; dress for the weather. Drop-off
program; all participants must have a signed
waiver. Registration required.

17 Explore

11 Nature Journaling:

An Introduction

Monday, January 11,
9:30 AM-Noon & 1:30-4 PM
The West Woods, Affelder House,

Fee: $20 Geauga resident, $24 out-of-county resident
A monthly series to learn basic journaling
techniques and record Nature observations.
Partially outdoors. Taking photos is optional.
One-time fee includes a journal, pen and pencil.
Registration required by phone only.

15 Whatever-theWeather Venture

UGA G

Friday, January 15, 6:30-8 PM
Big Creek Park, Aspen Grove Shelter
We’re hoping for snow. If conditions are right
for snowshoeing, that’s what we’ll do. If not,
we’ll take a cold-weather hike. Whatever the
weather, let’s get outside! Borrow a pair of
our snowshoes or bring your own, and bring a
headlamp or flashlight. Ages 8+. Registration
required.

16 Bird in the

Hand Hikes

UGA G

S
EM

Sunday, January 3, 1-3 PM
Orchard Hills Park, Lodge

Learn the basics of snowshoeing including clothing,
equipment and technique. Indoor presentation
followed by outdoor instruction and a snowshoe
hike. Borrow a pair of ours or bring your own!
Ages 8+. Registration required.

Night with CVAS

S
EM

Sunday, January 3, 9-11 AM &
Noon-2 PM, Holbrook Hollows, Lodge

10 X-TREME Winter
Fun Day! (Grades 5-10)

16 Learn to Snowshoe
Saturday, January 16, 9-11 AM
Big Creek Park, Meyer Center

Saturday, January 16, 9-10 AM,
11 AM-Noon, 1-2 PM & 3-4 PM
The West Woods
Join a Naturalist for a guided experience at
our Bird in the Hand Feeding Station! If we are
quiet, still, and lucky, we will get Black-capped
Chickadees (and maybe a few others) to eat
from our hands! Registration required.
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Join members of the Chagrin Valley Astronomical
Society to take in the wonders of the night sky using
our newly restored telescope and discover all this
amazing facility has to offer. Cancelled if cloudy.
Limited number allowed in building at one time.

Sunnybrook Preserve

UGA G

S
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Photo by Jim Marquardt

Register for a timed session to come into
our warm lobby and help staff count birds
at the feeders. Dec 14 through Jan 5 each
year, tens of thousands of volunteers brave
snow, wind and rain to take part in the effort.
Organizations use data collected in this longrunning wildlife census to assess the health
of bird populations and guide conservation
action. Registration required.

GEA

Saturday, January 2, 9 AM,
10 AM, 11 AM & Noon
The West Woods

GEA

View a collection from artist Robin Anne
Ralls Payne. 50+ Nature-themed works.
10 AM to 4 PM daily.

GEA

Hike with a naturalist and discover this park’s
winter bird diversity. Results from the bird
walk will be tallied for the annual Burton
Christmas Bird Count. (See description below)
Registration required.

8

Seniors

Open now through January 17
The West Woods Nature Center

Saturday, January 2, 8 -10 AM
Claridon Woodlands

Winter Hike

Kids

EarthLight Impressions

Bird Count Hike

3 Wonders of

Astronomy

Photo by Parkerphotos.com

Arts

GEA

Adventure/Discovery

Due to COVID-19 and social distancing guidelines, all public
programs and special events are subject to change or be cancelled.
Please check our website for updates before heading out.

Sunday, January 17, 1-2:30 PM &
3-4:30 PM, Sunnybrook Preserve
Join a naturalist on a medium level hike as we
explore these trails in winter. Registration
required.

17 A Photographic

Retrospective of
Nature During a Pandemic
Sunday, January 17, 2-2:45 PM
Virtual program
Join Tom Sampliner, photographer and past
president of the Native Plant Society of
Northeastern Ohio, in a virtual photographic
look at NE Ohio plants and animals that
continued to emerge regardless of the pandemic
going on around them. In collaboration with
the Native Plant Society of Northeastern
Ohio. Presented via the free software WebEx;
register and we will send you the link to join in.
Registration required.

23 Coffee with the Birds

Saturday, January 23, 9-10 AM,
10:30-11:30 AM & 1:30-2:30 PM
The West Woods, Nature Center

Grab a hot beverage and settle by the big
windows with Naturalist Linda as
she identifies birds at the feeders.
Registration required.

Photo by Linda Gilbert

Backcountry Hike

Nature Scopes

Fully Accessible

29 Homeschool Days:

UGA G
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23 Whitlam Woods

GEA

Face coverings are required for all indoor programs
and events, as well as for all outdoor programs and
events when social distancing is not possible.

RECURRING PROGRAMS

At-Home & Outdoors
Habitats

Saturday, January 23, 10 AM-Noon
& 1-3 PM, Whitlam Woods
Venture off trail in hemlock-cloaked ravines
searching for evidence of wildlife. Slippery,
wet and muddy conditions; must be physically
capable of several miles of off-trail challenges,
dress for the weather, and wear boots or shoes
with good traction. Registration required.

23 All About Maple Syrup

Saturday, January 23, 1-2:30 PM
Virtual program

Learn the history of maple syrup,
how it’s made at Geauga Park District,
why different color classes exist, and answers to
all your maple questions! Presented via the free
software WebEx; register and we will send you
the link to join in. Registration required.

Friday, January 29, Virtual program
Ages 5-7: 10-10:45 AM
Ages 8-12: 2-2:45 PM
Join a naturalist for a virtual lesson about
habitats! Participants will be sent on a
habitat-themed outdoor scavenger hunt.
Once completed and turned in to one of
our drop-off locations, students will receive
a Nature-themed activity pack! Log-in
information will be sent prior to the
program date. Registration required.

30 Scout Day:

Sunday, January 24, 1 PM, 2PM, 3PM
& 4PM, Observatory Park, Robert
McCullough Science Center
Register for a 45-minute planetarium
presentation about what to watch for in the
night sky this week. Please register for only one
session. Registration required.

Fridays, January 8 & 22,
7-7:45 PM, Virtual program

Saturday, January 30, 1-3 PM
The West Woods

Learn the latest from the field of radio astronomy
and how you can join in science’s search for
answers. We’ll share tips on visiting a radio
telescope near you! Presented via the free
software WebEx; register and we will send you
the link to join in. Registration required.

Work toward your Earth Rocks Elective
Adventure. Indoors and outdoors; dress for
the weather. All people attending, including
adults, must register. Registration required
by phone only.

9 23 Night Sky Viewing

Saturdays, January 9 & 23,
7 PM, 8 PM, 9 PM & 10 PM
Observatory Park

Saturday, January 30, 5-7:30 PM
Observatory Park, Robert
McCullough Science Center

Join us for socially distant night-sky viewing!
If skies are clear, we’ll have telescopes spaced
around the plaza. If cloudy, participants can
attend an indoor planetarium presentation
instead. Please register for only one session
per night. Registration required.

Learn about the planets, the moon,
telescopes and constellations, then gaze at
the stars. Dress for the weather. All people
attending, including adults, must register.
Registration required by phone only.

12 26 Geauga Walkers

31 Ansel’s Cave Hike:

28 Winter Signs Hike

28 Full Moon Hike:
The Wolf Moon
A naturalist-led night hike to spot winter’s
nocturnal wildlife and learn about wolves. Then,
weather permitting, observe the rising full moon
using park telescopes. Bring binoculars to view
the moon. Registration required.

28 Maple Town Tune
Traders Virtual Jam Session
Thursday, January 28, 7-9 PM
Virtual program
Register to play, sing or simply enjoy in the
audience. Musicians of all levels, genres and
instruments welcome. Presented via the free
software WebEx; register and we will send you
the link to join in. Registration required.

31 Geauga Gems

Trekking Series Hike

GEA

UGA G
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Thursday, January 28, 6-7 PM
Observatory Park

Hike with a naturalist two miles to Ansel’s
Cave – a rare winter opportunity to go into
this restricted area! Dress for the weather
and wear sturdy foot gear. Registration
required.

Sunday, January 31,
11 AM-12:30 PM & 2:30-4 PM
Eldon Russell Park, Duane Ferris Trail
Enjoy a hike on these trails in winter. Must
have the ability to hike at least one mile over
mild terrain with potential snow cover, so
dress for the weather. Registration required.
Photo by Jim Marquardt

Take a guided hike of about two miles on a
gravel trail in search of signs of animals active in
winter. Registration required.

Sunday, January 31, 9-11 AM,
11:30 AM-1:30 PM, & 2:30-4:30 PM
The West Woods

GEA

GEA

UGA G

UGA G
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History Written in Rock
S
EM

Thursday, January 28, 1-2:30 PM
& 3-4:30 PM, Beartown Lakes
Reservation, North Point Shelter

Wednesday, January 6, 5-8 PM
Thursday, January 7, 10 AM-2 PM
Saturday, January 9, 9 AM-Noon
The West Woods Nature Center

8 22 Radio Astronomy

Webelos “Earth Rocks”

Girl Scout “Space Science
Adventurer”

Planetarium Show

6 7 9 Geauga Gems
Awards & 2021 Kickoff!

Drop by one of these open house-style sessions
to register for the 2021 Geauga Gems Trekking
Series! Participants who completed the 2020
series can also collect their coveted hiking stick
and first hiking medallion sticker at this time.

30 Scout Day: Brownie

24 The Sky Tonight

JANUARY

Tuesday, January 12, 1-2:30 PM
Eldon Russell Park
Tuesday, January 26, 1-2:30 PM
The Rookery
Join other active seniors on weekly hikes of
1 to 1½ miles in Geauga County and the
surrounding area. Naturalist leads hikes in
Geauga Park District parks. If temperatures are
below 20 degrees, call the park to see if the
program will still be held. Call Geauga Senior
Center for full schedule: 440-279-2126.

14 15 16 Timbertots:
Winter Wonders

(Ages 3-5 w/adult)
Thursday, January 14, 10-11 AM & 1-2 PM
Friday, January 15, 10-11 AM & 1-2 PM
Saturday, January 16, 10-11 AM & 1-2 PM
Claridon Woodlands
There’s so much to discover about winter – snow,
trees, animals and more – and we’ll have fun
activities to explore! A portion of the program
will be outdoors, weather permitting, so dress
accordingly. All people attending, including
adults and siblings, must register. Registration
required by phone only.
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FEBRUARY

Amphibian Awakening
Call List
Sometime in March or April,
8 PM, 9 PM & 10 PM, The West Woods

Monday, February 1, 6:30-7:30 PM
Virtual program

UGA G

S
EM

GEA

Geauga County resident Glen Frohring
shares his local UFO experience and shares
information about a few other documented
sightings, as well as his personal theories.
Open for questions and discussion, and please
bring your stories to share. Registration
required at https://geaugalibrary.libcal.com.

4 Winter Night Hike

Thursday, February 4, 7-8:30 PM
Burton Wetlands Nature Preserve

Women’s Retreat

The Amphibian Awakening call list also includes
a Webex program. When you register for the call
list you will receive the link to join in.

12 Whatever-the-

Fee: $4 Geauga resident, $5 out-of-county resident
Retreat to the park to re-energize and relax.
Activities include snowshoeing or walking,
indoor aerobic activity, and a Nature-themed
craft and lesson. Please dress in layers with
comfortable clothes for both indoor and
outdoor activities. Registration required.

That Smell? (Ages 6-11 w/adult)
Saturday, February 6,
10:30 AM-Noon, 1-2:30 PM, 3-4:30 PM
Sunnybrook Preserve, Lodge

Sunday, February 7, 10 AM-Noon &
1-3 PM, Observatory Park
Join a naturalist for an off-trail adventure to
seldom-visited portions of this park in search
of signs of wildlife. Rugged terrain with
stream crossings, so hikers must be physically
capable of several miles of off-trail challenges
with some steep hills. Registration required.

7 Hayes Road

Winter Bird Trip

Sunday, February 7, 1-3 PM
Swine Creek Reservation, Woods Edge
A birding adventure into Amish farmland
in search Rough-legged Hawks, Harriers
and Kestrels as well as Horned Larks, Snow
Buntings, Lapland Longspurs and other winter
birds of open country. Bring binoculars/
spotting scopes. Registration required.

We’re hoping for snow. If conditions are just
right for snowshoeing, that’s what we’ll do. If
not, we’ll take a cold-weather hike. Whatever
the weather, let’s get outside! Borrow a pair
of our snowshoes or bring your own, and
please bring a headlamp or flashlight. Ages
8+. Registration required.

13 What’s the Buzz Insect

& Arachnid Inspired Art
Exhibition

Opens Saturday, February 13,
10 AM to 4 PM daily
The West Woods Nature Center
Join dozens of artists in celebrating 200+
pieces created for this community art
exhibition featuring creativity inspired by
insects & arachnids. Exhibit on display
through April 26.

13 Night Sky Viewing

Saturday, February 13, 7 PM, 8 PM,
9 PM & 10 PM, Observatory Park
If the skies are clear, we’ll have several
telescopes spaced around the plaza. If
cloudy, registered participants can attend
an indoor planetarium presentation instead.
Please register for only one session per night.
Registration required.

19 Scout Day: BSA
“Astronomy Merit Badge”
Workshop
Friday, February 19, 5-8 PM
Observatory Park
Pre-work will be required for certain
requirements. An astronomy Merit Badge
Counselor will be on site. Information will
be emailed upon registration. All people
attending, including adults, must register.
Registration required by phone only.
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Delve into space as we learn about careers in the
space industry, telescopes, constellations and
more. Dress for the weather. All people attending,
including adults, must register. Registration
required by phone only.

20 Nassau Astronomy
Night with CVAS
Saturday, February 20, 7-11 PM
Observatory Park,
Nassau Astronomical Station
Join members of the Chagrin Valley Astronomical
Society to take in the wonders of the night sky
using our newly restored telescope and discover all
this amazing facility has to offer. Cancelled if cloudy.
Limited number allowed in building at one time.

21 Winter Tree ID Hike
Sunday, February 21, 9-10:30 AM,
11 AM-12:30 PM & 1:30-3 PM
Big Creek Park, Aspen Grove

UGA G

Discover the diversity of trees and learn to identify
them by their bark and buds. Hike is about one
mile over hilly terrain, dress for the weather and
potentially icy trails. Registration required.

21 Buckeye Trail

Highlight Hike

UGA G

Sunday, February 21, 10 AM-Noon
Headwaters Park, Crystal Lake Shelter
The Buckeye Trail is nearly 1,444 miles long,
winding around Ohio. We’ll highlight Geauga Park
District parks that follow the blue blazes. Must
have the ability to hike about four miles. Held rain
or shine, so dress accordingly and bring water.
Registration required.

21 Caves and Icicles

Backcountry Hike

UGA G

S
EM

UGA G

S
EM

GEA

Learn about the Striped Skunk and two other
things in Nature that share the same smell.
Dress for the weather. Adult must register and
attend with child. Registration required.

Friday, February 12, 6:30-8 PM
The Rookery, Great Blue Heron Lodge

Saturday, February 20, 5-7:30 PM
Observatory Park, Robert McCullough
Science Center

S
EM

6 Nature Explorers: What’s

UGA G

20 Scout Day: Senior &
Ambassador Girl Scout
“Space Science”

S
EM

Saturday, February 6, 8:30 AM-Noon
Big Creek Park, Meyer Center

10

11 February 11, 7-7:45 PM
Virtual program

Weather Venture

6 Nature Break:

Backcountry Hike

Register to witness the natural phenomenon of
spring breeding behavior of amphibians. This
in-person program may be between early March
and early April. Register for your preferred
time slot for a 45 minute program. Please only
register for one time. Notification by phone on
the day of the program. Dress for the weather.
Flashlights are required. Registration required.

S
EM

Discover Nature at night along the Kettle Trail
for about 1 ¼ miles. Dress for the weather.
Registration required.

7 Hidden Gems

Seniors

GEA

1 Geauga Skywatchers
Club: UFOs in
Geauga County

Kids

GEA

Astronomy

GEA

Arts

GEA

Adventure/Discovery

Due to COVID-19 and social distancing guidelines, all public
programs and special events are subject to change or be cancelled.
Please check our website for updates before heading out.

Sunday, February 21, 10 AM-Noon &
1-3 PM, The West Woods, Turkey Ridge
Enjoy the splendor of ice formations on rock
ledges. Rugged hike with the possibility of
deep snow or icy and slippery, wet and muddy
conditions in varied terrain; must be physically
capable of several miles of off-trail challenges,
dress for the weather, and wear boots or shoes
with good traction. Registration required.

22 Nature Journaling:
Maple Sugaring
Monday, February 22, 9:30 AM-Noon &
1:30-4 PM, The West Woods, Oak Room

Fee: $20 Geauga resident, $24 out–of-county resident
Attend this monthly series to learn basic journaling
techniques and record your Nature observations.
This month will focus on the maple sugaring
process. Partially outdoors. Taking photos is
optional. One-time fee includes a journal, pen and
pencil. Registration required by phone only.

Face coverings are required for all indoor programs
and events, as well as for all outdoor programs and
events when social distancing is not possible.

25 Maple Town Tune

Traders Virtual Jam Session
Thursday, February 25, 7-9 PM
Virtual program
Register to play, sing or simply enjoy in the
audience. Musicians of all levels, genres and
instruments are welcome. Presented via the free
software WebEx; register and we will send you
the link to join in. Registration required.

26 Beach Glass

Windchime Workshop
Friday, February 26, 6:30-8:30 PM
The West Woods, Nature Center

Fee: $30 in-county resident, $34 out-of-county resident
Create a one-of-a-kind beach glass suncatcher
from Lake Erie treasures – locally sourced glass
and driftwood combined with beads and wire
wrapping – led by artist Brittany Selfe. Ages
15+. Registration required.

26 Moonlight Ski or Hike
GEA

S
EM

Friday, February 26, 6:30-8:30 PM
Headwaters Park, Boathouse UGAG

Join a naturalist to ski The Maple
Highlands Trail and possibly the
Buckeye Trail by the light of the moon. Then
enjoy the company of other skiers in the lodge
overlooking the reservoir for a warm-up before
heading home. Ski becomes a hike if there
is no snow. Call 440-279-0880 after 2 PM on
program day to check conditions. Ski rental
available in advance from Geiger’s, 50 Shopping
Plaza, Chagrin Falls, OH 44022, 440-247-4900.
A special rental rate for this program applies:
$17 for pick-up on Friday and return on Monday
during business hours. Registration required.

RECURRING PROGRAMS
5

6 Astrotots: Rovers

& Robots (Ages 3-5 w/adult)

Friday, February 5, 9:30-10:30 AM,
11:30 AM-12:30 PM, 1:30-2:30 PM
Saturday, February 6, 9:30-10:30 AM,
11:30 AM-12:30 PM, 1:30-2:30 PM
Observatory Park, Robert McCullough
Science Center
Oodles of machines have been rocketed into outer
space! We’ll discover more about them and makeand-take a fun robot designed by Commander
Melvin, our Astrotots mascot. All people
attending, including adults and siblings, must
register. Registration required by phone only.

9 23 Geauga Walkers
Tuesday, February 9, 1-2:30 PM
Beartown Lakes Reservation
Tuesday, February 23, 1-2:30 PM
The West Woods, Nature Center
Join other active seniors on weekly hikes of 1-1½
miles in Geauga County and the surrounding area.
If temperatures are below 20 degrees, call the park
to see if the program will still be held. Call Geauga
Senior Center for full schedule: 440-279-2126.

Fully Accessible

Nature Scopes

27 Sugarhouse & Sugarbush

FEBRUARY

27 Full Moon Hike:

Tour: Salo Maple

The Frost Moon

Saturday, February 27, 9-11 AM
Offsite, Salo Maple Sugarhouse

Saturday, February 27, 7-8 PM
Observatory Park

Explore the sugarhouse and sugarbush that is
owned and operated by Tom Salo of Salo Maple
Products in Montville Township. Registration
required.

Take a naturalist-led night hike to spot signs
of nocturnal wildlife and learn some Native
American winter legends. Weather permitting,
observe the rising full moon using park
telescopes. You may also bring binoculars to
view the moon. Registration required.

27 Winter Tree ID Workshop
Saturday, February 27, 10 AM-Noon
The West Woods Nature Center
Learn to identify some of our common native
trees in winter using the Winter Tree Finder
booklet available at the program for $6.35.
Indoor introduction with a large display of twigs
and fruit followed by a hike to identify species.
In collaboration with the Native Plant Society of
Northeastern Ohio. Registration required.

27 Hiking at Headwaters
Saturday, February 27,
10 AM-Noon & 2-4 PM
Headwaters Park, Route 322 Parking
Join a naturalist for a fast paced walk on about
1.5 miles of trails following woodlands and
water’s edge. Dress for the weather with sturdy
footwear. Registration required.

27 Sugarhouse & Sugarbush

Tour: Messenger Century Farm
Saturday, February 27, 1-3 PM
Offsite, Messenger Century Farm in
Auburn Township

Maple syrup has been produced since the early
1800s! Bill and Dee Belew will take us on a tour
of their sugarhouse and sugarbush and answer
all your maple questions! Registration required.

28 The Sky Tonight
Planetarium Show
Sunday, February 28, 1 PM, 2 PM,
3 PM & 4 PM, Observatory Park,
Robert McCullough Science Center
Register for a 45-minute planetarium
presentation about what to watch for in the
night sky this week. Please register for only one
session. Registration required.

28 The Physiology

of Birdsong

Sunday, February 28,
3-3:45 PM
Virtual program
Birds are amazing singers,
but did you ever wonder
how birds sing? This
program explores the
functions of the anatomical
structures of the bird
associated with sound/song
production. Presented via
the free software WebEx;
register and we will send
you the link to join in.
Registration required.

10 11 14 Timbertots: Nature
Valentines (Ages 3-5 w/adult)

12 26 Mars Rover
Perseverance

Wednesday, February 10, 10-11 AM & 1-2 PM
Thursday, February 11, 10-11 AM & 1-2 PM
Sunday, February 14, 1-2 PM & 3-4 PM
Big Creek Park, Meyer Center

Friday, February 12, 7-7:45 PM
Friday, February 26, 7-7:45 PM
Virtual program

Explore the trails for inspiration for our handmade
Nature valentines! Partially outdoors, weather
permitting, dress accordingly. All people attending,
including adults and siblings, must register.
Registration required by phone only.

12 14 Great Backyard Bird Count
Friday, February 12, 1-1:45 PM,
2-2:45 PM & 3-3:45 PM
Sunday, February 14, 11 AM-Noon,
1-2 PM & 2:30-3:30 PM
The West Woods, Nature Center
Help identify and count birds seen at the feeding
station, becoming an official Citizen Scientist during this
worldwide bird count coordinated by the Cornell Lab of
Ornithology and the National Audubon Society. Register
for only one session. Registration required.

Learn about the new robotic duo that’s
set to explore Mars this month: the rover
Perseverance and the helicopter Ingenuity.
Presented via the free software WebEx;
register and we will send you the link to
join in. Registration required.

19 20 Weave a Wooden
Bottom Basket
Friday, February 19, 12:30-5 PM
Saturday, February 20, 12:30-5 PM
The West Woods, Nature Center
Fee: $20 Geauga resident,
$24 out-of-county resident
Learn the basic art of basket weaving
while making your own wooden bottom
basket. Great for beginners. Registration
required.
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Due to COVID-19 and social distancing guidelines, all public
programs and special events are subject to change or be cancelled.
Please check our website for updates before heading out.

Join a naturalist to explore The West Woods
in search of early indicators that spring is on
the way. Weather is variable and trails include
hills, so dress for the weather and wear
sturdy shoes that can get wet. Registration
required.

6 Nature Trek Fitness Hike
GEA

S
EM

Saturday, March 6, 10-11:30 AM
UGA G
Beartown Lakes Reservation,
North Point Shelter

Let’s move it, people! Burn off those calories
on this fitness hike, learning some cool
Nature facts along the way. Participants
should have the ability to hike at least three
miles. Held rain or shine, so dress accordingly
and bring water. Registration required.

Saturday, March 6, 2-3 PM
The West Woods Nature Center
Join Sue Saley to learn about yellow jackets
of Geauga County and her work with venom
immunotherapy, plus view a cutaway of a
yellow jacket nest and preserved specimens.
Homeowners will also be provided tips
and resources for removal. Registration
required.

6 Scout Day: Junior

Girl Scout “Space Science
Investigator”

Junior Girl Scouts, become Space Science
Investigators! We will work on this badge
by learning about the solar system, locating
constellations with a star wheel, and using
telescopes to study the stars. All people
attending, including adults, must register.
Registration required by phone only.

13 Soda Cap Monarch
Butterfly Caterpillar
Workshop
Saturday, March 13,
10-11:30 AM & 1-2:30 PM
The West Woods Nature Center

Fee: $10 Geauga resident, $12 out-of-county resident
Join artist John Taylor-Lehman for a handson workshop to create a beautiful Monarch
butterfly caterpillar from recycled soda caps.
Each participant will “emerge” with their
own colorful caterpillar! The artist will also
give a brief talk about his career transition
from public school science teacher to artist
before caterpillar assembly begins. Participants
should be comfortable using a hammer and
nail to poke holes into soda caps. All materials
provided. Adults or kids age 12+ with adult
companion. Registration required.

14 Hidden Gems Hike:
Exploring Observatory Park
Sunday, March 14, 9-10:30 AM,
11 AM-12:30 PM, 1:30-3 PM
Observatory Park
Join a naturalist to hike the Woodland Trail,
discovering natural wonders of the late winter
and early spring! Hike will be up to 1½ miles.
Dress for the weather. Registration required.

19 Claridon Woodlands

Nature Walk

Friday, March 19, 3-5 PM
Claridon Woodlands

UGA G

Enjoy a naturalist-led walk of about 1½ miles
through the woods as Nature awakens and
prepares for spring. Registration required.
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UGA G

GEA

GEA

Explore the sugarbush and sugarhouse, learning
how Geauga Park District produces maple syrup.
Hike about 1½ miles along an easy to moderate
trail. Dress for the weather. Registration
required.

20 Geauga Gems

Trekking Series Hike

GEA

GEA

We’re hoping for snow. If conditions are just
right for snowshoeing, that’s what we’ll do. If
not, we’ll take a cold-weather hike. Whatever
the weather, let’s get outside! Borrow a pair of
our snowshoes or bring your own, and please
bring a headlamp or flashlight. Ages 8+.
Registration required.

S
EM

Saturday, March 6, 5-7:30 PM
Observatory Park, Robert
McCullough Science Center

Thursday, March 11, 6:30-8 PM
Orchard Hills Park, Lodge

20 Maple Sugaring Hike

Saturday, March 20, 9-10 AM,
11 AM-Noon, 1-2 PM & 3-4 PM
Swine Creek Reservation, Woods Edge

UGA G

Saturday, March 20, 9-10:30 AM,
2:30-4 PM, Holbrook Hollows
Enjoy a morning hike on these trails. Participants
must have the ability to hike at least two miles
with several fairly steep hills rain or shine. Dress
accordingly and bring water. Registration
required.

20 Nassau Astronomy

Night with CVAS

Saturday, March 20, 7-11 PM
Observatory Park, Nassau
Astronomical Station
Join members of the Chagrin Valley
Astronomical Society to take in the wonders of
the night sky using our newly restored telescope
and discover all this amazing facility has to offer.
Cancelled if cloudy. Limited number allowed in
building at one time.

21 Signs of Spring:

Backcountry Hike

UGA G

S
EM

6 Getting to Know
Yellow Jackets

Weather Venture

UGA G

Enjoy a naturalist-led walk of about 1½
miles through the woods as the sun sets.
Registration required.

S
EM

S
EM

UGA G

11 Whatever-the-

Friday, March 19, 7-9 PM
Claridon Woodlands

UGA G

S
EM

6 Hike the West Woods:
Cabin Fever Cure

It’s that time of year again, when
the sap starts to flow and maple syrup starts to
pour! Learn about the history of this amazing
production and its influence in Geauga County.
Presented via the free software WebEx;
register and we will send you the link to join
in. Registration required.
S
EM

Did you know that astronomy and
meteorology have forever been a tightly
linked couple, through better and worse?
Employing folly, folklore, hard facts
and historical data, we’ll discover the
commonality between quirky things like the
Aurora borealis, the Dog Days of Summer,
antiquated moon proverbs, the Salem
Witch Trials, modern satellite images and
“everything under the sun”! Registration
required at https://geaugalibrary.libcal.com.

GEA

19 Claridon Woodlands
Nature at Night Walk

Monday, March 8, 10-10:45 AM (for
adults) & 1-1:45 (for school age)
Virtual program

Monday, March 1, 6:30-7:30 PM
Virtual program

12

Seniors

8 Maple Sugaring

Club: Weather or Not?

Saturday, March 6, 9-11 AM
The West Woods

Kids

S
EM

1 Geauga Skywatchers

Astronomy

GEA

Arts

GEA

Adventure/Discovery

Sunday, March 21, 10 AM-Noon &
1-3 PM, Big Creek Park, Aspen Grove
Join a naturalist for an on-and-off-trail
adventure exploring seldom-visited portions of
this park in search of signs of spring. Rugged
terrain; must be physically capable of several
miles of off-trail challenges with some steep
hills. Participants should dress for the weather
and wear boots or shoes with good traction
that can get wet and muddy. Registration
required.

24 Skydance: Flight
of the Woodcock!
Wednesday, March 24, 7:30-8:30 PM
The Rookery, Great Blue Heron Lodge
Our woodcock watch returns to The Rookery
after an absence of several years. Learn
why as we take a behind-the-bushes look
at the courtship antics of this unique bird,
experiencing its amazing “skydance” with
“wing song” and careening descent — a true
rite of spring! Registration required.

7 14 21 Sap’s-a-Risin’!

Fully Accessible

Nature Scopes

RECURRING PROGRAMS

12 26 The Zodiac

Sundays, March 7, 14 & 21,
Noon-4 PM, Swine Creek Reservation

Fridays, March 12 & 26, 7-7:45 PM
Virtual program

Visit Geauga Park District’s sugarhouse and
sugarbush for a new spin on a traditional
program, for which everyone in attendance
must register! Registered participants may
drop in any time between noon and 4 p.m. to
gather sap in the sugarbush with a horsedrawn sap sled; experience tapping, gathering
and boiling methods used through history;
see sap boiling in the sugarhouse; taste some
maple syrup; and purchase some maple treats.
Registration required.

Learn how humans have matched
birthdays to the stars for centuries. From
“Aquarius” to “Zodiac,” we’ll explore it all!
Presented via the free software WebEx;
register and we will send you the link to join
in. Registration required.

Join other active seniors on weekly hikes
of 1-1 ½ miles in Geauga County and the
surrounding area. Naturalist leads hikes in
Geauga Park District parks. Call Geauga Senior
Center for full schedule: 440-279-2126.

Maple Sugar Time!

(Ages 3-5 w/adult)
Saturday, March 13, Monday,
March 15 & Tuesday, March 16,
10-11 AM & 1-2 PM
Swine Creek Reservation,
Woods Edge
Explore outdoors and enjoy hands-on
activities to discover where and how we
get real maple syrup! Entirely outdoors, so
dress for the weather. All people attending,
including adults and siblings, must register.
Registration required by phone only.
Strollers may be difficult to use in certain
areas of the trail.

28 Backcountry

Heron Hike

Thursday, March 25, 7-9 PM
Virtual program

Sunday, March 28, 10 AM-Noon
& 1-3 PM, Burton Wetlands Nature
Preserve

27 Ice-off Waterfowl
Watch: LaDue Reservoir

Venture off trail to the site of a heron
nesting colony with possible views of
returning Great Blue Herons. Hike is about
two miles round trip on uneven terrain
with wet, muddy conditions. Registration
required.

28 The Sky Tonight

Saturday, March 27, 8-10:30 AM
LaDue Reservoir

Planetarium Show

March and April are good times to see spring
migratory waterfowl. Meet in the main parking
lot at LaDue Reservoir and caravan down Valley
Road. Bring binoculars or scope, camera, etc.,
and dress for the weather since we will be in
and out of our vehicles. Registration required.

Sunday, March 28, 1 PM, 2 PM,
3 PM & 4 PM, Observatory Park
Register for a 45-minute planetarium
presentation about what to watch for in the
night sky this week. Please register for only
one session. Registration required.

27 Scout Day: Tiger Cub
Scouts “My Tiger Jungle”

28 Full Moon Hike:

The Worm Moon

Saturday, March 27, 1-2:15 PM
The West Woods
Join us to explore Nature in your own jungle!
Indoors and outdoors, so dress for the weather.
All people attending, including adults, must
register. Registration required by phone only.

27 Early Spring Hike
GEA

Join a naturalist on the Creek Trail in
search of sights and sounds of spring.
Hike will be two to three miles with hills, held
rain or shine, so dress for the weather with
sturdy footwear. Registration required.

S
EM

Saturday, March 27, 1-2:30 PM, 3-4:30
PM, Big Creek Park, Tupelo Pond UGAG

Saturday, March 13, 7 PM, 8 PM,
9 PM & 10 PM,
Saturday, March 27, 8 PM,
9 PM & 10 PM
Observatory Park
Join us for socially distant night-sky viewing! If
the skies are clear, we’ll have several telescopes
spaced around the plaza. If cloudy, registered
participants can attend an indoor planetarium
presentation instead. Please register for only one
session per night. Registration required.

28 30 Egg Hunt:

Nature Style

Sunday, March 28, 1-3 PM
Tuesday, March 30, 10 AM-Noon
The West Woods
Celebrate spring by following clues indoors and
outdoors to hidden eggs and fun facts. Should
you find them all, you win a fun prize! Drop in
anytime during program hours. Scavenger hunts
for both preschool and school age children.
Registration required.

UGA G

Traders Virtual Jam Session
Register to play, sing or simply enjoy in the
audience. Musicians of all levels, genres and
instruments are welcome. Presented via the free
software WebEx; register and we will send you
the link to join in. Registration required.

13 27 Night Sky Viewing

S
EM

25 Maple Town Tune

13 15 16 Timbertots:

GEA

9 23 Geauga Walkers
Tuesday, March 9, 1-2:30 PM
Swine Creek Reservation,
Woods Edge
Tuesday, March 23, 1-2:30 PM
Bessie Benner Metzenbaum Park

MARCH

Sunday, March 28, 8-9 PM
Observatory Park
Take a naturalist-led night hike to spot early
spring’s nocturnal wildlife and learn about
earthworms – the favorite foodstuff of some
amazing springtime animals! Then, weather
permitting, observe the rising full moon
using park telescopes. You may also bring
binoculars to view the moon. Registration
required.

Photo by Linda Gilbert

Face coverings are required for all indoor programs
and events, as well as for all outdoor programs and
events when social distancing is not possible.

29 Nature Journaling:

World of Waterfowl

Monday, March 29, 9:30-Noon
& 1:30-4 PM, Headwaters Park,
Boathouse

Fee: $20 Geauga resident, $24 out-of-county
resident
Attend this monthly series to learn basic
journaling techniques and record your
Nature observations. This month will focus
on the wonderful world of waterfowl.
Partially outdoors. Taking photos is
optional. One-time fee includes a journal,
pen and pencil. Registration required by
phone only.

31 My Adult & Me:

Signs of Spring Hike
Wednesday, March 31,
10-11:30 AM & 1-2:30 PM
Claridon Woodlands, Judge Lester
Taylor Lodge
Kids ages 3-9, register with an adult to
look for signs of spring along the trail and
make a craft to take home. Registration
required.
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“Areas should be set aside for wildlife refuge and forests. Most if not
all of our virgin timber has been felled, but land with young growth
which could be acquired would provide climax forests for your
grandchildren and theirs. ... It can be done. All will have to push. It
will require some money, some gifts, and a tremendous amount of
individual effort.”
History of Geauga Park Board Park Board Minutes, January 7, 1963

Celebrating Geauga Park District’s

60th Anniversary
All operations must start somewhere,
and such were the Park District’s humble
beginnings after the first director and
the first naturalist left their shared desk
in Chardon Square’s Geauga County
Annex to have their own quarters, where
it wouldn’t matter if orange crates
served as filing cabinets for a while.
Section 1545.11 of the Ohio Revised
Code, made law in 1953, officially
allowed for a park district’s creation.
Establishing one in Geauga County,
though, didn’t happen right away.
In 1959, some property was gifted to
the County Commissioners by Fred
Whitlam, now the namesake of Whitlam
Woods, to provide land where “the
children can roam.” It was then that the
League of Women Voters saw a need
for a better system to handle similar
donations in the future.
Three members of that group — referred
to then only as Mrs. Robert Evans,
Miss Ruth Kennan and Mrs. Upshur
Evans — created a committee to study
the county’s needs, then called for the
county commissioners to appoint a
similar committee. Should the county
have built-in protection for its most
delicate ecosystems? Should the best
park sites be developed? Did residents
deserve a safe and wholesome outdoor
environment?
And so it was, that Probate Judge
Robert B. Ford was petitioned by
Munson Township Trustees to establish
Geauga Park District, which he did at
a public hearing on August 21, 1961.
The original board members were Mrs.
Upshur Evans, Mr. Kenneth McIntosh
and Mr. Donald Linton. And although
the first meeting was held at Evans’
home on December 7, meetings became

14

public the following May — not
according to any law at the time, but
for accountability to the public.

In October 1965, the board hired
its first employee, Donald W. Meyer,
who came from the Geauga Soil
and Water Conservation District and
carried a tremendous reputation
in the agricultural community. The
first director of Geauga Park District
was a child of the Depression who
believed stringently in being frugal
and practical. “Folksy” is how Nate
Finck, the first full-time naturalist,
remembers the parks then. He worked
at the Park District for seven years
starting in 1979. “And Don Meyer
did everything,” he said. “He was the
leader, and he did a great job. We
knew we were poised for growth.”
Geauga Park District now manages
more than 10,500 acres in 27 open
parks and preserves. Its statewide
reputation is based not only on its
mission, but on the integrity with
which it has pursued that mission.
We, the staff and community of
Geauga Park District, are so pleased
and excited to celebrate 60 years with
you in 2021!

Top photo: Signing the deed transfer for Big Creek Park in
1965. Seated are, left to right, Donald Linton, park board
member; Melvin J. Rebholz, chief of the Division of Parks
and Recreation for the State of Ohio; and Geauga County
State Representative B.A. Broughton. Standing are, left to
right, Frank Pokorny, park board member; Eldon Russell,
park board president; and Donald W. Meyer, the first
Geauga Park District director.
Middle photo: Judge Robert B. Ford swears in the first
Geauga Board in 1961. Left to right are, Judge Ford,
Donald Linton, Mrs. Upshur Evans and Kenneth McIntosh.

The trailer that the Park District used for it’s administrative
offices until the Donald W. Meyer Center was built in 1990.

The Geauga Gems Trekking Series will kick off its second year
with registration opening January 1 for Geauga residents (free)
and January 15 for out-of-county residents ($10). Registration
is required even if you participated in 2020. To complete
the series, you will need to complete a total of 30 hikes. Three
of them must be naturalist-led hikes that take place during
qualifying park programs; an additional 27 will be treks you take
on your own. Use this opportunity to visit as many parks as you can! Happy Trails!
NEW OPTION THIS YEAR! To celebrate Geauga Park District’s 60th Anniversary, we
are giving you a new path to completion: hike 60 miles! Choose any combination of
qualifying trails to achieve the 60-mile goal. Note that three naturalist-led hikes will
not be required if you choose this special 60th anniversary option.
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From the Desk of

THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

I

Visiting Your Parks

n this edition of the Park Explorer, you
will see The West Woods highlighted
in our “Park Spotlight” on page 6. Park
Board Commissioner Pat Preston features
Chickagami Park on page 3. As executive
director of your Park District, you will
often hear me mention the importance
of accessibility to your park lands. This is
why we continue to place our lodges and
shelters, recreational opportunities, and
unique naturalist programs in the spotlight.
Visitation to the parks has been recordbreaking. Undoubtedly, it’s one of many
cool things to do in Geauga County. It’s
great to see our residents out and about
enjoying themselves.
Visitation oftentimes returns positive
feedback, too. It’s especially gratifying for
our staff to hear the positive comments
regarding our facilities, programs, and
unique interactions with friends and family
in the Great Outdoors. From a first-time
encounter with a trail to a rare Black Bear
sighting, as occurred in one of your parks
this fall, personal experiences with Nature
can prove to become memories you will
never forget.

Lean-to at Chickagami Park - photo by Jeff Hickox

It was great to hear Mr. Preston talk about the popularity of Chickagami
Park. Our role in transitioning the camp from the Boy Scouts back to all
residents of Geauga County, including the scouts, is something we can all be
proud of. This park provides 12 primitive campsites, three of which provide
Adirondack-style lean-tos with fireplaces. It’s awesome to see camping and
hiking enjoyed by the scouts and all residents of our county alike.
And the Park Spotlight this quarter highlights our largest land holding, The
West Woods. The trails at The West Woods are some of the most scenic in all
of our 27 parks. With paths leading through mature forests scattered over
1,000 acres including special views of the rock outcropping known as Ansel’s
Cave, The West Woods is truly spectacular.
Your parks are as accessible as ever, and I encourage each of you to get out
and about exploring them this winter. The opportunity to create your own
“Park Spotlight” awaits, and a lifetime of highlights is so close to home. In
this 60th anniversary year for Geauga Park District, come discover all that it
has to offer your family.
John Oros, Executive Director
The “big windows” in the lobby of
The West Woods Nature Center
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Experience the intricacy of insects through the eyes of regional artists

			
during Geauga Park District’s
				What’s
				
What’s the Buzz Art Exhibition

On display Saturday, February 13,
through Monday, April 26
10 AM – 4 PM daily at The West Woods Nature Center

Park Locations and Amenities

ICONS LISTED AT RIGHT
IN THE ORDER THEY APPEAR

Bass Lake Preserve

11445 Lakeview Road, Munson, 44024
NO TRAILS AVAILABLE; BOATING BY PERMIT ONLY

Beartown Lakes Reservation

18870 Quinn Road, Auburn/Bainbridge, 44023
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 2.8

Bessie Benner Metzenbaum Park
7940 Cedar Road, Chester, 44026
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 1.0

Big Creek Park

9160 Robinson Road, Chardon, 44024
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 3.8

Facility reservations are available - call or visit website for details

Big Creek Park - Horse Trail

12000 Woodin Road, Chardon, 44024

Big Creek Park - Tupelo Pond

9373 Ravenna Road, Chardon, 44024
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 2.9

Burton Wetlands Nature Preserve

15681 Old Rider Road, Burton/Newbury, 44021
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 1.7

Chickagami Park

17957 Tavern Road, Parkman, 44021
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 1.6

Claridon Woodlands

11383 Claridon Troy Road, Claridon, 44033
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 2.2

Eldon Russell Park

16315 Rapids Road, Troy, 44021
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 1.3

Frohring Meadows

16780 Savage Road, Bainbridge, 44023
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 3.5

Headwaters Park

13365 Old State Road, Claridon/Huntsburg, 44021
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 3.3

Holbrook Hollows

7250 Country Lane, Bainbridge, 44023
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 2.8

The Maple Highlands Trail (TMHT)
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 21.1
City of Chardon: 1.2 and City of Middlefield: 0.5

Access to trail also from Claridon Woodlands, Headwaters Park &
Swine Creek Reservation; horses permitted on south section only

Mountain Run Station - Access to TMHT

12601 Chardon Windsor Road, Hambden, 44024
MILEAGE OF LINK ACCESSING TMHT: 0.4

View the current fee schedule on our website under Reservations. All enclosed lodges, but not all open shelters, are equipped with electricity.
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ADVENTURES
in Geocaching

Where the past remains, but there are no
trains,

PART A
N 41° 30.329
W -81° 17.299

Check out this new multi-cache
at The Rookery in Munson Township

Expires January 1, 2022. Find details on our website under Activities.

No tickets needed to take a seat,
Just take a moment to rest your feet.
These wooden chairs aren’t made of spruce.
You may need to look under a caboose.
There’s one more stop that can be found;
somewhere off these tracks you’re bound.

ACCESSIBLE TRAILS • PAVED TRAILS • OPEN SHELTERS • ENCLOSED LODGES • RESTROOMS • PLAYGROUNDS • HIKING
X-COUNTRY SKIING • HORSES • BICYCLES • CAMPING • FISHING • BOATING • SLED HILL

Big Creek Spur - Access to TMHT

9280 Ravenna Road, Chardon, 44024
MILEAGE OF LINK ACCESSING TMHT: 0.6

Modroo Preserve

15695 Hemlock Road, Russell, 44072
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 0.8

Observatory Park

10610 Clay Street, Montville, 44064
Nassau Astronomical Station
10350 Clay Street, Montville, 44064
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 3.62

Facility reservations are available - call or visit website for details

Orchard Hills Park

11340 Caves Road, Chester, 44026
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 3.6

Russell Uplands Preserve

15200 Russell Road, Russell, 44022
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 2.0

Sunnybrook Preserve

12474 Heath Road, Chester, 44026
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 1.7

Swine Creek Reservation

16004 Hayes Road, Middlefield, 44062
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 5.8

The Rookery

10110 Cedar Road, Munson, 44026
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 1.4

Veterans Legacy Woods

14085 Ravenna Road, Newbury/Burton, 44065
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 4.5

Welton’s Gorge

13973 Hale Road, Burton, 44021
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 1.8

The West Woods

9465 Kinsman Road, Russell, 44072
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 6.7

The West Woods - Affelder House

15139 Chillicothe Road, Russell, 44072

Facility reservations are available - call or visit website for details

Walter C. Best Wildlife Preserve

11620 Ravenna Road, Munson, 44024
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 1.6

Whitlam Woods

12500 Pearl Road, Hambden, 44024
TOTAL TRAIL MILEAGE: 1.1

Woodin Road Park

12205 Woodin Road, Chardon, 44024
NO TRAILS AVAILABLE

Boating on Bass Lake requires a permit. Permitted watercraft are kayaks, canoes and electric motors; gasoline engines are permitted only in
Eldon Russell Park. Learn more on our website under Activities.
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In Nature

A Sense of Wonder

By Dottie Drockton - Naturalist

Recently, there seems to be a resurgence of people rediscovering

the healthy habit of spending time outdoors in Nature. Dog walkers,
joggers, hikers, bikers, horseback riders, kayakers and families are
sharing the recharge that results from time spent in the forests,
meadows, ponds and streams of Geauga Park District and in other
natural areas throughout the seasons.
A favorite activity of families, especially those with young children, is
flipping rocks and exploring the waters to find salamanders, toads,
frogs, beetles, crayfish, spiders, snakes and turtles and other wildlife
that call these places their habitat, their “home.” These critters are
typically easier to observe, touch and catch than are birds or mammals.
They become familiar to children, especially those with the good
fortune to have adults who will encourage outdoor exploration. The
famous naturalist Rachel Carson once said, “If a child is to keep alive his
inborn sense of wonder, he needs the companionship of at least one
adult who can share it, rediscovering with him the joy, excitement, and
mystery of the world we live in.”
If you are the adult companion Rachel describes, please encourage your
youngsters to observe, take photos and make sketches of the animals in
their natural habitats without removing the critters from their “homes.”
State law requires a scientific collecting permit to move wild animals.
It is unlikely they will survive away from where they are living, and
diseases are spread by transfer of animals to different habitats. Adults,
by example, show how to care for the health of the natural world and
how to protect wildlife so that future generations will experience the
“sense of wonder” that also nourishes healthy human life.

March of the Salamanders program
Photo by Sonny Williams

Geauga Park District offers naturalist-led programs throughout the seasons that provide
great opportunities to get up-close with wildlife, including amphibian programs in the
spring and meadow insect-catching programs in the summer and fall. Find these listed on
our website under Programs & Events and in future editions of the Park Explorer.

Salamander Saunter program
Photo by Brian Norcross
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TAPPER’S FUN PaGE
10 Traditional Things
To Do On a Winter Day
Don’t let the winter blues
set in. Getting outside and
appreciating the season
does wonders for your
mood and your health!
Here are some fun ways to
make winter more fun...

Navigate the
Snowflakes

Can you find your way
through the snowflake maze?

Start

1. Make a snow angel

2. Build a snow fort and have a snowball fight
3. Make a snowman and give
him a carrot nose and hat

Finish

4. Take a Nature hike and look for animal tracks
5. Collect pinecones for decorations and firestarters

6. Go sledding

7. Put out some seed and watch the birds from your window
8. Shovel a maze-like path in the yard
9. Go snowshoeing

10. Bundle up at night to go out and see the stars
In the Spirit of Our What’s the Buzz Art Exhibition, Make an Insect-Inspired Valentine!
You will need: colored paper (yellow and black to make a bee, pink or red for hearts), a glue stick and scissors

1. Cut out the circles of your bee body. Use something round to trace a circle, like
a small cup or a jar lid. You can layer your papers or cut them out separately. You
will need to cut 3 yellow circles and 2 black circles.
2. Fold each circle in half. Add glue to one half of a yellow circle and place a
black folded circle directly on top of it. Now, add glue to the top of that black
half circle and place a yellow folded circle directly on top of that. Repeat with
the other 2 circles. Cut some shapes to make the head and the wings. Also cut
small circles for the eyes.
3. Glue the head and the wings to the back of the body. Fold the bee body
in half, add glue to the side with the head, and glue so the fold in the body
fits along the crease of the card. Now add glue to the other half of the bee,
then fold the card closed to secure.
4. Cut some hearts and glue them around the bee. Then cut a larger
heart for the front and write “Bee Mine” on it. You can also draw eyes
and antennae and decorate the wings if you’d like. Finally, give it to
someone you love!
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Geauga Park District
9160 Robinson Road
Chardon, OH 44024-9148

Find your adventure
IN ONE OF YOUR
27 OPEN PARKS!

Geauga Park District
has lots for you to do!
Sledding

Snowshoe

Cross Country Skiin
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Borrowing

Winter Bir
ding

s for Walking
il
a
r
T
d
e
r
a
le
C
ies
under Activit

bsite
Visit our we inds of ideas!
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for FREE!
www.geaugaparkdistrict.org

www.geaugaparkdistrict.org
440-286-9516

Due to COVID-19, all public programs and special events
are subject to change or be cancelled. Please check our
website before attending. Face coverings are required
for all indoor programs/events, as well as for all outdoor
programs/events when social distancing is not possible.

